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The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Dedication

This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated to the memory of Ginny Clark, who passed away on 8/2/19, the day before the Clan Reunion last year. Her love of the Clan was deep and she will be greatly missed, truly one of a kind!
Also, Milford Dunn passed away on 6/4/19. He is survived by his wife of 70 years, Joan.
Chieftain’s Message
Dear MacKay Clan-

More times than not over the past several years I have been writing this from somewhere in Ireland. This year I suspect that I am no different than everyone else and that few of us have much to talk about regarding travels over the past few months. Nonetheless, Ireland has been on my mind lately.  It’s not so much that I miss being there; I’ve enjoyed being able to spend the time at home with Monica. But I heard a few months ago that bars in Dublin would be closed until at least August 10th! My dark sense of humor can think of no clearer statement of the impact of this pandemic has had throughout the world.

It seemed a bit extreme to me at the time when shortly before Spring Break in mid-March the University cancelled all Study Abroad Programs scheduled for this summer. I had no idea that two months later I would be ‘social distancing’ at a ‘Coronavirus wedding’ attended by only eight persons (and a piper at a safe distance) for our son Stuart and new daughter-in-law Jillian. It was a wonderful event but one none of us would have anticipated a few months ago. 

I have been thinking about both of the above, the closure of pubs in Dublin and a coronavirus wedding, over the past few weeks as it became more clear that we would have to cancel this year’s edition of the Annual MacKay Clan Reunion. The Annual Reunion is a fantastic legacy handed down to us from my grandparent’s generation. I have wondered how I would explain to them that after 51 years we would have to cancel what they started. Perhaps start with a bit of humor. Perhaps explain that one of the most cherished days of a young couple’s lives would have to be re-envisioned and hastily planned in a few weeks. Somehow I am sure they would understand. 

When the first MacKay Clan Reunion was first planned 52 years ago I doubt that anyone anticipated that it would one day have to be cancelled due to an international flu pandemic. It is interesting to note that eight of the original ten children of Robert and Jane MacKay were born before the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918. Ralph MacKay was born the year of that pandemic and the youngest, Helen (MacKay) Sutton, was born three years later in 1921. From the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918 to the first MacKay Clan Reunion in 1968 was fifty years. Our reunion has been held each year for the past fifty-one years.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Family Reunion in 2021. I’m sure that we will all have much to talk about when we meet again. In the meantime, let’s hope that it is another half a century before we face another cancellation.

Chieftain Ken MacKay

NEW MEMBERS TO THE CLAN
 Jillian Malley, by marriage to Stuart MacKay on May 23, 2020.
Ruth Ann McCready, born on June 15, 2020 to Samantha McCready.

John Richards, by marriage to Ashley Geist on June 20, 2020.

Eden Elizabeth Watts, born on June 19, 2020 to Stephanie and Kory Watts.

Marty Weaver, by marriage to Debbie MacKay on June 20, 2020.

CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!
ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION
For the first time in 52 years, the Clan Reunion for 2020 is cancelled. Clan members were canvassed, and the overwhelming response was to err on the side of caution and cancel. There is so much unknown about what the situation with Covid-19 will be going forward, as evidenced by the many spikes in cases now occurring. The quarantine and isolation certainly have given us all time to think about those things we value most, with family being first and foremost.  For so many MacKay’s it will be a strange weekend, not getting together and having the fun and camaraderie we experience every year. We will definitely miss seeing everyone, meeting new members, seeing how much kids have grown, creating new memories.  We will all commit to having a super reunion in 2021! Set aside the weekend of August 7th and 8th 2021!
Roger MacKay Family News

Hope all are doing well with these crazy times. I never would of thought in mid March that things would be closed as long as they have been. Thank goodness things are moving in the right direction and bringing some normalcy back to everyone. 

Been tough at our end, being owners of a small business. We will survive, just going to take time and getting people to come out and buy to get through this. After 96 years in business for Pies Furniture, we hope people will support local and family owned businesses, as they have for many years! 

Me and Marty purchased a home in Wilson this past January. We love our new home!! We did some remolding, and officially moved in mid May. We are looking forward to purchasing a boat and enjoying the water this summer!

Michael did receive his CPA certification last year. He is working with the same firm in downtown Buffalo. Due to the covid, he has been working from home since March. He has worked very hard, I am so very proud of him. 

So many things have changed in these last few months, everyone adjusting to the NEW normal. We will all get through this, one step at a time. Wishing everyone a safe, happy, healthy summer.

                 Debbie MacKay 
Ed. Note – The above was obviously written prior to Debbie and Marty’s wedding on 6/20/20 – Congrats!!

Bob Sutton Family News

   We hope this finds all our relatives safe and healthy. We will not be traveling to New York for the reunion, if there even is one. 

   2019 was a great year. To celebrate our 50th anniversary, we took the kids and grandsons on a 7-day cruise. We all did our own things during the day, but we had dinner together every night. Much fun was had by all. And Pete won a free cruise by winning the Texas Hold 'Em contest.

   We flew to Seattle in November to spend 3 weeks with the Russells. We cooked Thanksgiving dinner together. Kelly and Pete left for their "free" cruise the Saturday after Thanksgiving, and Bob and I watched the boys while they were gone. As always, we had a great time. Zach and Shane keep us busy and laughing always.

   Greg was with us for Christmas Day for the first time in many years, which was a special treat. Bob and I spent New Year's Eve at the Waldorf Astoria near Disney World. We like going there because our suite faces the park, so we see the fireworks from each kingdom.

   And then COVID-19 hit our country. Jim Sarra and Bob were able to play in the annual Men's Classic at Palm Aire, but then all was shut down. We have survived; we are well; we haven't killed each other. The virus doesn't like sunshine or hot weather, both of which we have in abundance down here.

  

   Florida has opened a lot more than other states, and we are able to eat at restaurants, shop, get our hair cut, etc. The Russells flew here for 2 weeks the end of May. Shane was in 2 golf tournaments, and the men played a lot of golf. Zach and Kelly enjoyed the pool, the Gulf of Mexico and the food. 

   My 10-year-old grandson, Shane, beat me at golf, which I wasn't happy about. He told me not to feel bad since I played against the #1 nine-year-old golfer in the state of Washington. (I didn't feel any better.)

    Take care of each other, be safe and pray this pandemic ends soon.

Gary Martineck Family News

Hello everyone from Arkansas,

“What a world, what a world….” I hope you are all staying safe and healthy. We are surviving and not too uncomfortably so. Although cases are rising it hasn’t been too bad in our part of the state up to this point. As places open up only half of the people are wearing masks and businesses are not enforcing so we work hard to take care of ourselves. 

Gary hasn’t been to the museum in months and it may be many more before tours are started up again. The museum did however open once again to the public but with a timed ticket only to keep the numbers down. We went to a members only opening before the public was allowed.

I have been going to Horses for Healing nearly every week on Fridays when the farrier comes. I fetch and hold the horses while he works on them. There haven’t been any students until 2 weeks ago. Now there’s only one child per class. They are very good about wiping everything down in between sessions.

We’ve both been playing in our golf leagues – tee times only, 15 minutes apart, and only one person to a cart unless cohabitating. My bowling league ended a week early and the state tournament was canceled and refunded.

The big disappointment (and relief) was our cruises to Italy and France in May and June were canceled. We had the option of getting credit for a future cruise but we opted for the refund. 

Last Thanksgiving will be the last one in northern WI after snow storms both coming and going created delays and problems for everyone. Carl and Amy never made it at all. So we planned to have a get together in July when all we have to worry about are the mosquitoes. Two houses were rented and earlier this week those were canceled. I got a credit so we can probably get the same house next summer when hopefully covid will be a bad memory.

Dad will be 101 in August. His birthday party last year was a huge success with well over 100 people attending. Scott and his cousin JoHanna sang “When You’re Young at Heart” which was a big hit with the line about surviving to 105. Dad is doing very well although he gave us all a scare for a couple of weeks during lock down. He was pretty sick but bounced back good as new. Many of the residents were getting depressed for lack of visitors. But unlike some places we’ve heard about there wasn’t one case in his building. We couldn’t be more grateful. We hope to get up to see him for at least a couple of days.

In September, Gary is signed up to volunteer for the Ryder Cup in WI. Carl and I have spectator tickets for 3 days of practice rounds. That is also questionable although there has been no decision made yet as of this writing. We would have the opportunity to visit Dad then also.

So that’s it in a nutshell. If we don’t see you in August, have a great year. Take care.

Bonnie & Gary

Jim Sarra Family News

Well, what else can be said about this year 2020? It certainly has changed all of our lives in ways we never thought of. We are grateful to have avoided this dreadful virus, as well as those we love, and we pray for everyone’s continued safety.

Prior to being so rudely interrupted in March, we were enjoying our winter in Florida and awaiting visiting family and friends for relaxation and golf. We were fortunate to get to spend a few days with the Dushers in February on the east coast of Florida, the kids really enjoyed the beach and pool!
Last October we went on a fantastic trip to Europe, visiting Paris for 5 days, loving every minute of it. Then on to Prague for 3 days, meeting up with a group of 20 from our golf course. Such an interesting city! Then the group went on a river cruise down the Danube, starting in Nuremburg, ending in Budapest. So many highlights, we could go on for hours. We highly recommend it!! In hindsight, consider ourselves so lucky to have travelled when we did. 

Coming back north for the holidays is always fun, can’t imagine being away from the family during the holidays, and Christmas with Chrissy, Jeremy, Gavin and Tori is extra special! Got to spend New Year’s with Mike and Geo in Charlotte, they always pick the best restaurants. And Mozi keeps us all on our heels, so much puppy energy.

Stayed in Florida a bit longer than usual this spring, coming back the middle of May. Traffic was relatively light, but the hardest part was after getting back and not being able to hug everyone. We have been fortunate throughout all of this to be able to continue playing golf, seems like that’s the only “normal” part of our life. And we are appreciative of that. We have spent a good deal of time on jigsaw puzzles, having completed at least 11 1,000 piece ones!
A planned trip this month to California, Oregon and Idaho got cancelled, we’re hoping to make it there next year. Let’s hope for a vaccine, not sure we’ll feel safe travelling until then. 
Stay safe, everyone, can’t wait to see you all again!
Dusher Family News
The Dushers have had an interesting finish to an overall great school year. If this retail and children’s programming thing doesn’t work out for Jeremy and Christine, at least we know they have experience as homeschool teachers to fall back on now.

We celebrated our 10th year of marital bliss and an unnamed birthday milestone by taking a family vacation down to Miami / Sunny Isles Beach, FL with Grandma and Grandpa Sarra. We spent a few days together in a condo right across the street from the ocean and then capped off the vacation by taking our first ever Disney cruise to the Bahamas. Unfortunately for Grandma and Grandpa they had to go back to their own condo instead of cruising. Maybe next time.

Although the grading system was tough and the curriculum was improvised at times, Gavin has officially completed 1st Grade and Tori has officially completed Kindergarten. I’m pretty sure the homeschool teachers did not want anyone repeating grades that’s for sure. If the school closures continue in the fall, we might even have to look into skipping some grades…

Gavin finished first in voting for homeschool class clown and says his favorite subjects at home were lunch, snack, and free screen time. Personally, I blame the homeschool teachers. He was also looking forward to his first year of baseball, but he will have to settle for our family 2-on-2 games for now or just hours and hours of Minecraft.

Victoria finished first in voting for homeschool class president, I mean princess (she keeps reminding me). She says her favorite subjects at home were lunch, snack, and quiet time because she got to nap. Teachers really do need to get paid more. She was looking forward to her first tap dance recital but had to settle for a costumed photo shoot instead. She is however, scheduled to start cheerleading this summer as long as the season goes forward.

In pet related news, we still have our 2 carny gold fish, Bob and Oona, who are almost 2 years old and slowly but surely outgrowing their fish tank. We also added 2 new furry family members back in April when the Easter Bunny surprised Gavin and Tori with 2 guinea pigs, Chocolate and Brownie. They are adorable and fit right in since they also love lunch, snack, and nap time most of all.

We hope everyone is staying safe and healthy and look forward to seeing everyone again sometime when it is safe to have gatherings of more than just one family.

Ken MacKay Family News

First and foremost, our hope is everyone is well and continues to stay well.

What a crazy year!  Chieftain Ken’s address has filled you in on most everything happening within our family.  Last fall, Emily & family moved into a new home just up the road from us.  It has been wonderful to have them so close to watch that “Thea-bee-a” grow!  The new homeowners are adjusting to all the care & upkeep a home needs.  They have a great backyard that provides enjoyment for everyone.

Throughout the shut down we were extremely fortunate to continue working from newly established home offices.  I did have to raid my corporate office for a comfortable chair, and it made all the difference! The University quickly pivoted to on-line teaching, a bit of a challenge for studio classes.  Within a week Ken was up & running and embracing all things WebEx and Zoom.  With the halt to non-essential construction I was still able to continue desk work to fill a normal workday.  Now that job sites are opened, we are adhering to the NY state requirements so many of us now incorporate into our daily lives.  Come fall it looks as though Ken will teach in a hybrid manner of on-line classes & University based classes.  I continue to work from home, visiting job sites and not pushing to return to the office.

Stuart & Jill’s COVID wedding was wonderful – I believe there may have been a few tears when piper Kris showed up as a surprise for the wedding couple.  In true judge fashion Parker spoke eloquently and kept the ceremony on track.  Medical school graduation was the following weekend.  While there was no ceremony, even remotely, we watched a televised national medical school graduation ceremony that included among others Dr. Fauci & the president of the American Medical Association…along with some actors who played doctors (but weren’t really doctors).  Some profound words for the new graduates as they enter a field that will surely see changes not even imaginable.

And lastly, a couple weekends later Stuart moved to Harrisburg, PA to start his residency at the Penn State Medical Center in Hershey.  Jill will join up with him from time to time as she continues working as a school counselor back in Letchworth while exploring job opportunities in Pennsylvania. We are already planning trips to take in surrounding areas.

Stay safe and good health to all,

Love,

Kenneth MacKay Family

John MacKay Family News

THE JOHN MACKAY FAMILY IS SENDING GREETINGS TO EVERYONE WITH HOPES FOR A HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL YEAR AHEAD FOR ALL OF US AND OUR COUNTRY.

WE HAVE BEEN HOME GETTING USED TO THE ROUTINE OF CORONA VIRUS PROTOCOL.   WE DO HAVE SOME NEWS FROM OUR FAMIY.

JOHN AND I HAVE TEMPORARILY CEASED OUR VOLUNTEER WORK AND ARE ONLINE MORE THAN NORMAL WITH ZOOM MEETINGS WITH CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. OUR ENTIRE FAMILY IS WELL THANK GOD, AND ONE CLOSE FRIEND HAS SURVIVED THE VIRUS. SHE IS 86 AND IN A NURSING HOME, SO WE ARE GRATEFUL. JOHN IS ENGROSSED IN HIS NEW IPAD AND THE NEWS. I HAVE BEEN WORKING ON A BALCONY GARDEN AT OUR APARTMENT AND IT HAS BEEN A WONDERFUL DIVERSION AND ENJOYABLE ACTIVITY. ALSO, I AM TRYING TO DEVELOP SOME BASIC WATERCOLOR PAINTING SKILLS. CONSIDERING THE ECONOMIC PLIGHT AND MEDICAL NEEDS OF SO MANY AT THIS TIME, OUR SCHEDULE SOUNDS LIKE A STAYCATION, NOT TOO BAD AT ALL!

ROBERT AND DANI ARE REOPENING THEIR NEW SHOP, FRENCH GIRL, ON ALLEN STREET IN BUFFALO TODAY. (JUNE 2).  DANI PROVIDES COSMETIC DERMOTOLOGY FOR CONDITIONS LIKE ACNE, ROSACEA, AND OTHER SKIN CONDITIONS USING A SAFE AND HEALTHY LIGHT THERAPY PROGRAM. PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION OF HEALTHY AND QUALITY SUNLESS TANNING SPRAY IS ALSO AVAILABLE. COSMETIC CONSULTATION AND TRAINING IS ANOTHER FEATURE OF THEIR NEWLY ESTABLISHED BUSINESS.  THEY OPENED IN DECEMBER AND CLOSED DOWN IN MARCH, SO THIS NEW OPENING IS SO IMPORTANT TO THEM. GOOD LUCK!  

JERRY, BETH AND PENELOPE ARE BUSY AT HOME WITH ONLINE LEARNING FOR PENELOPE, JERRY WITH HIS PRODUCTION WORK AND BETH WITH SOFTWARE PROGRAMMING FOR NORTHROP GRUMANN. LEARNING ONLINE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL WITH PENELOPE WHO HAS ADAPTED TO THIS FORM AND LOVES ZOOMING WITH FRIENDS AND READING, READING, READING! PENELOPE AND JERRY ARE INVOLVED WITH FILMMAKING AND CREATED A FILM ABOUT A ROBOT NAMED OZY; YOU CAN VIEW IT ON VIMEO:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSmwlbBIqdBKEBYaT5sIBAw?view_as=subscriber
 IN THEIR FREE TIME THEY ALL LOVE TO COOK. THEY HAVE SENT ME THEIR USED JIGSAW PUZZLES TO KEEP ME BUSY AND SOME HOMEMADE FUDGE.

CHRIS, LIZ, AUDREY, AND CONNOR ARE LIKEWISE DOING ONLINE LEARNING, WORKING, AND SPENDING MUCH MORE TIME TOGETHER THAN NORMAL. WITHOUT THEIR COMMUTES TO WORK, THEY HAVE MORE HOURS IN THE DAY TO SETTLE INTO THEIR ROUTINES. CHRIS HAS BEEN WORKING AT ESTABLISHING ONLINE ZOOLOGY CLASSES FOR THE BRONX ZOO AND A VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM WHICH WILL START UP SOON. LIZ HAS BEEN ONLINE TEACHING HER FIFTH GRADERS AS WELL AS TEACHING AND SUPERVISING HER OWN TWO CHILDREN. AUDRY AND CONNOR GET ALONG QUITE WELL (MOST OF THE TIME!) SO THEY KEEP BUSY AND HAVE A NICE BIG BACKYARD TO RUN AROUND IN AND HAVE PAINTBALL TYPE FUN WITH DAD AND MOM.

JOHANNA IS WORKING AT HOME FOR SKIDMORE COLLEGE LIBRARY, BUT DOES VISIT THE NEW “GREENSPACE” SHE INSTALLED AT THE LIBRARY TO WATER THE PLANTS ONCE A WEEK. OTHERWISE, SHE HAS BECOME AN AVID GARDENER AND SPENDS LOTS OF TIME TRAINING AND GROOMING HER HORSE, GATSBY, AT THE NEARBY BARN IN SARATOGA SPRINGS. 

LIZ, ROY, CADEN, ALICE AND MOLLY ARE ALL DOING FINE AND KEEPING BUSY. ROY TURNED 40 LAST WEEK AND LIZ WILL FOLLOW IN JANUARY. HOPE WE CAN HAVE A BIG REUNION AT THAT TIME! LIZ HAS CONTINUED WORKING AS MANAGER OF HER NEW STARBUCKS LOCATION, MUCH CLOSER TO THEIR NEW HOME IN NORTH PLAINFIELD, NJ. THEY TOO HAVE BEEN WORKING ON THEIR HOME AND BACKYARD SINCE THEY TOO HAVE MORE TIME LATELY. CADEN LOVED HER FRESHMAN YEAR AT RAMAPO COLLEGE, AND IS HOPING IT WILL BE OPEN FOR STUDENTS TO RETURN IN SEPT. ONLINE LEARNING IS JUST NOT THE SAME. MOLLY AND ALICE DID NOT HAVE A COMPLETE FIRST YEAR IN THEIR NEW SCHOOL EITHER, BUT THEY DO LOVE IT, AND CAN’T WAIT TO GET BACK. 

HAPPY SUMMER TO ALL OF YOU, STAY SAFE AND WELL,

 MARY ELLEN AND JOHN MACKAY

Christopher Martineck Family News
Hello All,

Everything is well on Trails End, Grand Island.

Nicholas (9 in two weeks) did not like his teacher / principal / superintendent for the second half of the year – better know as the COVID home school.  Apparently, I didn’t understand “how they do math”, my lunches weren’t at the same time every day, and I didn’t give enough free time.  Other than that, Nicholas is fine.  He swam competitively this year, including a big meet in Indianapolis.  He was excellent and is ready to catch his sister.  Although he made travel baseball, the season’s been cut short (mid-July for about 6 weeks) – at least it’s something.

Chase (11) liked home schooling for a month or so.  She got to sleep in and wear her PJ’s for most of the school day.  Then the charm wore off, and she missed being in class, and ending her career in 5th grade.  Because now she is off to middle school.  Chase once again swam great and got most of her season completed.  She too swam in Indianapolis, and a timed qualifying meet in Ohio.  Her travel soccer season was cancelled, so that stunk.  Lastly, we’re proud of her for receiving a Presidential Award at her school’s year end program.

Natalle (14) finished off middle school and is on to high school in the Fall.  She’s more excited than nervous.  Natalle did great in school, especially considering the circumstances, although Dad had a few late math nights to make sure she finished everything on time.  Ballet was going well for her up until Mid-March.  She has missed it so much that we’ve built a makeshift studio in our basement.  She finds online classes and keeps up as best as possible.  All the free time has given me an opportunity to really introduce her to golf.  We’ve got lessons going and building her swing the right way (not the way I play.)  So far, so good.

Lisa enjoyed the break in business (when she wasn’t completely stressed…haha.)   Lots of projects finished around our house.  I literally completed all the long-term “to-do’s.”  Our house has never looked better….and I’m SO incredibly happy that Lisa is back to work.  I’m exhausted.

Everybody be safe and stay healthy.

Michael Martineck Family News
Hello everyone, from Sarah, Michael, Nina and Max. We’ve had a very academic year, here on God’s island. Nina finished her first year studying architecture at Pratt. Well, mostly at Pratt. Also in our dinning room, kitchen and back patio. Wherever she decided to roam. I want to ask Ken if architecture traditionally employs a great deal of stomping, crying and random guttural noises – or if this is a new, Nina thing. Max, on the other hand, is chill. He slipped out of eighth grade easily, with honors, and I would’ve added “quietly”, but Nardin Elementary had its graduation at the Transit Drive-In and the event closed with video of Max, dancing on a car hood, singing “We Go Together” from Grease - up there on the biggest of big screens. He played Kenickie in the school’s production and his version of “Greased Lighting” was as good as it gets. I graduated from Ohio Dominican University with a Masters in English. I know, I know, you’d think this piece would be better written, but I’m doing the best I can with what I’ve got, people. If Sarah learned anything this year, I think it was how wonderful it is having me home all the time, following her around, asking what she’s doing, what we’re having for lunch, then cocktails, then dinner, then an aperitif to settle the stomach. She has had her longest spell at home in more than a decade. She did fit a mission trip in before the COVID outbreak – 24 back surgeries on people who otherwise would not have had them. I haven’t asked if she loved having all of us home all the time. I’m so sure of the answer I don’t have to ask. 
Jeff Geist Family News

Wow what a crazy year. We hope all of you are safe and healthy. We feel fortunate we can still work on rentals and not have too many interactions with others. 

John and Ashley bought their first house this year and we love that it is a two-minute drive or ten-minute walk from our house in Caldwell.  Ashley and John had to cancel their wedding this June but have decided to still get married with only immediate family present.  We are so happy they are still getting married!! The wedding will be held at John's parents ranch south of Boise.

Ryan will start his 3rd year of Medical School in August. He is having to move to Ogden, north of Salt Lake City, to start his rotations.  He found an apartment with one of his study buddies and having a truck we are the lucky ones that get to help them move! This year he starts rotations of the different specialties and is hoping to get a handle on the area he would like to go into.

Dorothy & Harry are still doing well but not leaving their home often. Everyone in the family calls or stops by to see them so they are not so isolated, but I think everyone misses the family gatherings!

Hopefully, it won't be long before our lives can get back to normal. 

Take care. Love Jeff and Janice.

Don Martineck Family

As usual I am a day late and a dollar short. Not too much new to report from Terri and I. We are thoroughly enjoying our downsized house though there seems to be more to do around here than before. Terri, like just about everyone else in the country, is still laid off from work. Her bus company lost a ton in booked charters. Terri’s son Paul was only off for a few weeks when his boss asked him if he wanted to work from home. He is in collections. You would think that business would be dead but he is doing better now than when he was in an office with a dozen others. I guess that between the stimulus money and extra unemployment money, people want to pay off old bills. We had a camping trip scheduled this summer to Connecticut but decide cancel because of Covid. Don’t know how much camping we will be doing this year. We are still making improvements to the house. This year was a large walk in shower in our bathroom and new kitchen countertops. That’s about all the news from the Martinecks in Newfane. Stay safe & healthy
Greg Sutton News
Hello Clan MacKay from D.C.!  While some have been taking advantage of the past few months to learn a second language, or to paint, or to up their cooking game, I’ve been a little less ambitious.  As of early March I wasn’t exactly sure what a meme was.  This past week I actually created one starring the more charismatic of the two cats.  That’s something I guess.

I’ve been in the office most days (I’m still at DARPA), and the club has remained open for golf so life has been a little weird but still a lot of normalcy.  And I’ve actually enjoyed a period of no work travel.

 In the fall I had a work trip to Naples, Italy, and had a free day to tour both Herculaneum and Pompeii.  If you’re ever in Naples and are short on time, I recommend Herculaneum if you only have time for one.  And just before everything shut down in March I squeezed in a guys ski trip to Breckenridge.  

 The big news for the year was finally completing the build of my Sling 2 airplane in Michigan and flew it back to DC in early January.  I’m looking forward to flying it to the reunion, if not this year then next!

 Hope everyone is safe and well.

 Greg
Mike Sarra News

Geo and I began 2020 by plotting our plans for the year. A trip to mom and dad’s in Florida, a brother in law’s beach wedding, a 3 week drive out to Colorado and back: all would make great fodder for this report. But, of course, none of that occurred.

Although, our time at home hasn’t been in vain. It’s allowed us to inspect every nook and cranny of our house. A CVS receipt length to-do list is the result. First up, replace our stairs. It’s like we were on a formulaic home renovation show because we took out the old stairs only to uncover some pretty shoddy work done by the previous home owners (cue shocked reaction and cut to commercial). One good thing to come from our social distancing is that we now have the time needed for the extra work. The stairs should be completed by print time.

Also aiding in our home project completion is our supervisor, our year-old labradoodle Mozi. Aside from his distracting demands of play time and belly rubs, he helps make sure our work is quality. He’s taught us that your work passes inspection if he gives you a lick of approval. It’s always a tense moment when you call him over to inspect your work, you never know if he’ll give you a lick of approval or not. Thankfully I’ve found he is pretty susceptible to bribes, like peanut butter or yogurt. I’m not sure any of my work would get approved without at least a small bribe to Mozi. 

We chose the name Mozi for our dog after a Chinese philosopher of the same name. The philosopher Mozi is credited with developing the concept of unconditional, universal love toward all humans. This concept may have been novel in 4th century BCE China, it shouldn’t be now. We love and support everyone fighting for equality.

As things sit at the time of this writing, it’s tough to see us traveling to Buffalo for the reunion this year. We miss everyone! We hope everyone remains safe and healthy!
	

	


Nau Family News
Hoping that all Clan members have stayed safe and healthy.

The second half of 2019 and 2020 have been busy and obviously different.  After the reunion last year, John and I went to Utah to explore the national parks as well as many state parks.  It was a whirlwind adventure of much hiking.  Julia and Anthony were able to join us for Bryce and Zion.

In November, we biked the very hilly Andalusia region of Spain and also visited all the amazing sites in Seville, Cordoba, and Barcelona.

After an unfortunate fall resulting in a bad broken leg, Lisa became our house guest for 4 months beginning at Christmas with the first floor living room being converted to her bedroom ensuite.  Lisa and Kristen’s townhouse layout didn’t allow for Lisa’s no weight bearing restrictions. And we were glad that Kristen was comfortable in the upstairs guest room. At one point, the dining room and kitchen were converted to face mask assembly with multiple sewing machines, serger, cutting boards and irons being utilized by all three of us.  We are part of a group that is making masks for the medical staff and essential workers in the Rochester area.  So far the number produced is close to 10,000.  I can’t help feel that we would have made some of the MacKay ancestors proud.

In January, Cindy Chase was able to join me at Garnet Hill in the Adirondacks for a snowshoe and XC ski get away.  Lots of laughs.

John made a Nau Engineering amplifier for a musician in Montreal.  Rather than UPS it, we decided to deliver it in person and explore the city over a February weekend.  John had never been there and the only time I visited it was in 1968 for my dad’s boat races.  The new client knew exactly where those regattas are still held.  Poutine, craft beer and smoked meat were all enjoyed!

We were thrilled to participate via Zoom in the beautiful wedding ceremony of Stuart MacKay and Jillian Malley over the Memorial Day weekend.

Since we had to cancel our bike trip to Croatia in May, we found an alternate safe adventure - biking on the extensive rails to trails Miami Valley bikeway network in the Xenia/Dayton, Ohio area.  We were spoiled by smooth, flat, paved trails with beautiful weather, covering 440 miles over a week.

John continues to make musicians happy with new Nau Engineering guitar and bass amplifiers.  Marjie still believes that her retirement decision 2 years ago was the right one.

Summary:

Considering the worldwide Covid-19/corona virus pandemic and other unrest in the US, I have done some soul searching and have come up with the following insights:

Never assume that plans are set in stone.

Take one day at a time with a positive attitude

Appreciate your family, friends and health

Do the right thing

Make a difference

Stay well!  Look forward to seeing you in the future,

Marjie

Lisa MacKay News
It’s been another event-filled year for the Mrs. MacKays!

Shortly after last year’s Clan Reunion, Lisa accepted a position as 5th Grade Teacher at Discovery Charter School in Greece, NY. She found the position challenging but very rewarding, and her students showed great progress in the fall and early winter. Unfortunately, Lisa severely broke her ankle right before Christmas and was out of work for four months. She spent those four months at John & Marjie’s house, so she could stay on one floor. We are both eternally grateful to them for all of the support during that difficult time. Lisa ‘returned’ to work in April in the midst of virtual teaching because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and it has been quite the adventure! She plans to continue teaching virtually for DCS through the summer, and looks forward to teaching 3rd grade - hopefully in-person - in the fall. Her ankle is doing well as she literally learns to walk again. 

Since things weren’t busy enough, Kristen switched jobs in January. She left Trillium Health after 13 years to become a Senior Health Project Coordinator at the University of Rochester Center for Community Practice. She has yet to refine her ‘elevator speech’ to describe her position, but basically she helps HIV-prevention programs and organizations throughout the Northeast U.S. to improve existing or implement new services. Kristen has been working remotely since mid-March, and as of this writing has worked twice as long out of the office as she did in the office prior to the pandemic. Despite the limited training time she received, Kristen is doing well in her new position and was even asked to take on additional coordination responsibilities and possibly become a program manager, pending the receipt of a new grant. 

Other highlights of our year include celebrating our first anniversary in Walt Disney World in October, traveling to Boston for Friendsgiving with Kristen’s college roommates and their spouses in November, and Lisa moving back home in April, after recuperating from her broken ankle at John & Marjie’s house. Lisa also started an Etsy shop (Freakin’ Magical Designs) while she was healing. Her featured items are hand-sewn, mostly Disney-themed hot/cold cup koozies and bow bands. Since the pandemic began, Kristen has been sewing fabric masks to give away to anyone who needs them.  

As we write, we are just beginning our search for our first home! We’re not quite sure what to expect since the market is a bit unstable because of the pandemic, but we are hopeful we will find a beautiful home to make our own when the time is right. We are looking primarily on the west side of Rochester. 

We continue to be thankful for the support of family, which we have relied on heavily through this tumultuous year. Especially as we look forward to our big move (fingers crossed) in just a few months, and whatever else the next year has to offer, we know we will continue to be incredibly grateful for that support and the amazing MacKay Clan. 

Kelly Watts and Kip Kelly
Greetings from wonderful northern California! At work this week, we’ve had a wildfire, an earthquake, and an acceleration of our plans to resume in-person care during the ongoing pandemic. At home, we had a sick dog who preferred the house with the yard that she just got settled into than the apartment we now have. In other news, there’s climate change, protests for systemic racism, revelations of just how morally corrupt this administration is... Anyone need a drink? Luckily California has plenty of wine and who doesn’t like free shipping?! In addition to our local vintages, we now have quite the selection of NYS Finger Lakes rieslings and some sparkling wines. I’d say life out here is different but when we first moved to CT we had a hurricane and a blizzard... Feel free to visit! We love visitors. We had a nice visit with Aunt Lori and Jeff for Thanksgiving. Kip’s parents came for Christmas. Kelly’s parents’ and friends’ trips were canceled - scratch that, they’ve been delayed! When we can we’ll be planning trips to the national parks and seashore and mountains... California dreamin’....

~ Kelly & Kip
Dave Lawrence News
We are both doing well, staying health and enjoying retirement.  For the second year we spent the winter in Florida, we tried a different resort this year still close to Disney World.  In February Mike, Emily and Thea Kiebzak joined us and we took Thea to Disney World for the first.  She loved it and it was probably our favorite time there.  A week after they left Julia Nau and her friend Courtney came down to run the Princess Half Marathon.  We had fun spending time with them.  After checking out of our condo we met up with the McCarthy’s and took a Royal Caribbean cruise to the Bahamas with them to celebrate Tim’s birthday.  After the cruise we spent a couple more days at Disney World before heading back to Buffalo.  We got back just a week before everything shut down, so we had good timing.  Since then like most we have been staying home, only going out to run, walk or grocery shop.  We hope everyone has endured during this challenging time and has stayed healthy.

Love,

Dave & Eileen  

Kiebzak Family News

We've been a little busy since seeing everyone last summer!  Like the rest of the world, we have been home since March (Mike working from home and Emily furloughed from the YMCA).  We consider ourselves some of the lucky ones that have been able to mostly enjoy and benefit from this extended "togetther-ness".

Pre-pandemic we had a few changes for our family:

We bought a house and moved in the first week of school and decided to start potty training the week after (because, why not?)

Mike started a new job in November at ACV Auctions - new job, new title, and we still don't really know what he does all day (even being stuck in the same house with him while he's been working this whole time)

In February we were able to take our first official family vacation and visited Eileen and Dave down in Florida.  Thea absolutely loved getting to see her 2 buddies and meeting as many characters as possible at Disney World.

Emily continued working as the coordinator for the YMCA's wrap around program for the Ken-Ton UPK program and came thiiiiis close to finishing her Child Development Associate Credential until everything shut down (with plans to finish the certification process once the school year starts up!)

We hope everyone is staying safe and healthy and look forward to seeing everyone sometime in the future!

Mike, Emily, & Thea
Russell Family News
Greetings from Snoqualmie, WA!  After a very very very long first 6 months of 2020, the weather has finally started to get nice and sports have slowly resumed.  As I am writing this, Zach and Shane are finishing up their last week of 6th and 4th grade, respectively, and Pete and I have confirmed that teaching was never our sweetspot.  We weren’t sure we were going to survive as an in-tact family as we struggled through homeschooling and I have never been happier for the last day of school!  I have always admired both teachers and stay-at-home parents and that admiration has increased by 1000% after the last few months.  

Pete and I are grateful that we have been busier than ever with work during the pandemic.  I’ve been with Twilio for over a year and it’s been super interesting being an HR professional during these unprecedented times.  I have shifted our 3,000 person workforce to be 100% remote and developed an entirely new onboarding program to incorporate our new virtual environment, all while our business has boomed.  I’ve gotten a nice break from my near-weekly business trips to San Francisco and am not looking forward to going back to “business as usual” anytime soon.  

Pete continues to work with Comerica Bank and has, graciously, taken most of the burden of homeschooling.  I quickly got fired from that job when I tried to help Shane take a test about microscopes and achieved  a whopping 50%.  

We did manage to sneak down to Florida in May to visit my parents for 2 weeks, which was a welcomed change of scenery and weather.  While there, Shane had two golf tournaments and Grandpa Bob got to be his caddy….and they came in first place!  Shane was determined to beat Uncle Jimmy at this year’s reunion so he’s disappointed that he won’t have the chance.  

Baseball season is just starting to heat up for Zach and I have vowed never to complain again about the 6-hour double-headers every Saturday morning.  He is heading into 7th grade this fall and Pete and I are still in denial that our baby Zach now has a deep voice, is almost as tall as me, and looks 21.  

2020 has definitely been a year for the history books and it has given us a chance to reflect on all that we are grateful for, especially family.  We were planning to attend the reunion this year and will take a rain check for 2021.  We hope everyone is safe and healthy!

Stuart MacKay News

COVID-19 presented a lot of challenges for us.  Our original wedding plans were put on the back burner and we opted for a small ceremony in Parker's backyard that was broadcasted on Zoom.  It was not the wedding we had originally planned, but it was perfect in its own way.  Stuart's parents even surprised us with a piper to make the day more special.  Stuart recently moved to Harrisburg, PA where he will begin his internal medicine residency at Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center.  Unfortunately, COVID-19 struck again and due to the poor job outlook, we decided that Jill should remain in NY at her job at Letchworth Elementary as the school counselor.  Hopefully, over the next year she will be able to find a job in PA and make the move.  We are both looking forward to next Memorial Day weekend, when we will be able to celebrate a year of marriage with more family and friends.  Hope everyone is staying healthy and finding moments of joy in these very unique times.  

P.S. Despite parental wagers, we do not anticipate receiving any spoons this year.

Cindy Chase/Pam Ballacchino
2019

Oh what a year.

Pam and I lost our mom last year.  For those of you who have lost a loved one, you know how hard that can be.  Memories and laughter sustain us.  She was Virginia, Mother, Mom, Ginny, Gins Aunt Ginny, Mrs. Clark, and Grandma and most of all everyone’s favorite parrot head.

She left us a beautiful gift however.  Something that started to blossom at the end of 2018.  We soon found out by early 2019 that we had a sister!  Not a half-sister, but a whole sister!!  Our parents were young and unmarried.  It was the 50’s .  They thought they did what was best under the circumstances.  

Lynn found us.  She decided to find out about her blood relatives after her adopted parents had passed.  She worked her way through the ancestry programs and reached the Nau family.  It was then that things started to turn and take shape.  She found her way to us and mom confirmed this to be true.  I can’t imagine the pain my mom endured surrendering this beautiful child.  I can’t imagine having to keep that secret for as long as she did.

Pam, Ginny and myself, along with Pam’s family and Lynn’s husband Mike and Lynn’s daughter Holly met with us last Easter for the very first time.  It was surreal, it was joyous and it was unforgettable.  Lynn has two other children, James and Matt (Val).  She also has step children with Mike.  Our family has just expanded.

We are not sure if a Clan meeting is being held this year.  I am not trying to escape food duty as I think it is our year…..I am hoping everyone is healthy and safe.

Looking forward to meeting and introducing all the new members the next time we meeting.

Cindy 
Jim Martineck Family
Last year was filled with some welcome change and some status quo.  In October, Taylor started working at GM Lockport as a parts & logistics supervisor.  She’s doing great.  It’s fun to see her regularly.  We get the chance to talk shop quite a bit.  Fortunately, she’s not taking too much heat because of who her dad is 😉  She currently lives in her apartment in Barker with her boyfriend, and her doggie Hank.

Matthew left for college in Wooster, OH in August.  He decided not to play football so he could focus on his academics and his fitness.  He finished his freshman year with a 3.38 GPA, and he was inducted into the German Honor Society Delta Phi Alpha.  He applied for and was awarded an RA position for next year.  While we miss him dearly, we do not miss the fingerprints on the fridge, the eggs on the counter, and the mammoth grocery bills.  We are encouraging him to get an apartment next summer 😊
Daniel is finishing up 8th grade in a matter of days and is having his best marking period yet.  Maybe distance learning is his wheelhouse.  In February, his travel hockey team won their division championship in an OT thriller over the #1 ranked team.  He scored two in that game, and he led the team in season scoring with 57 goals and 78 points.  He was also the MVP of the December 2019 Riverworks Tournament, which the team won handily with four straight wins.   He tried out for and made the Wheatfield Blades AA Bantam Major team, which finished last season #1 in New York State, and #14 in the US at the Tier II level.  The coach is prepping them for Division, State, and National Title runs.  Dan’s also slated to play for the ‘06 NYS Roller Hockey team at State Wars this July in Taylor, MI.  This is all good prep for him as he attempts to make the Varsity Hockey team this winter as a Freshman.  

Titan James, our two-year-old, 130lb. Rottweiler is the king of the castle.  He loves to run and play, as well as nap on every piece of furniture in the house.  He also thinks he’s a lap dog.  He’s so full of energy.  We love him.  Chrissy and I have twice as many pics of him as we do the kids, so check out our Facebook pages if you want to see him.  He’s our #1 child.
Chrissy and I are doing well.  We are still in the same jobs, although as the kids get older and branch out, we are embracing the idea of leaving WNY.  We will see where our careers take us.  Other than that, nothing too exciting going on with us, although we are going to Nashville in October to celebrate her 50th birthday (which is November 10).  I’m excited to see the football game (never been to another stadium), while she’s excited to hit Broadway (bars, bars, bars, bars). 

We look forward to seeing everyone at reunion and catching up.

Jim

Nicole Gonzalez Family

Hello from the Gonzales family in Omaha, Nebraska.  This certainly has been a crazy year.  I am not even sure where to start.

My husband Alex got the push he needed to take our side craft business fulltime after the place he had been working closed.  He now spends his day’s woodworking, cutting vinyl decals and etching stainless steel and glass for local orders plus our Etsy page.  At the end of March he took time off to go turkey hunting with our oldest daughter.  They both got a bird so it was a very successful daddy/daughter trip, especially since it was probably the last one they will take together for quite a while.

A little over a year ago I (Nicole) decided to go back to college to finally earn my degree.  Originally I had started to college so I could be a teacher but changed my mind many years ago.  This time around I decided that a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management would be a better choice.  It would come in handy at my current fulltime job and also help with our craft business.  In January 2020 I finally completed that degree and now I am contemplating going back to earn another degree.  Between my fulltime job, helping Alex with different orders and being a mom to 3 teenage daughters, I also am a distributor for SeneGence/LipSense.  In my free time (hahaha) I like to go fishing/bow fishing with the family.

Our oldest daughter Mackenzie just graduated in May from high school.  Not how we expected the end of school to happen for her.  No prom or actual graduation ceremony.  They did do a virtual one which was fun to watch but it wasn’t the same as an actual ceremony.  They do plan on having a physical one but unfortunately she will not be able to attend that one.  In August of 2019 Mackenzie signed papers to enlist in the Air Force.  Since then she has been part of the Delayed Entry Program.  At the beginning she would meet with a group on the first Wednesday of every month until Covid hit.  She originally got word back in March that she would be shipping out June 23 for a job in Geospatial Intelligence.  Right after Memorial Day she got a call from her recruiter that her job and ship date had been canceled.  So we were back to waiting for a new job and ship date.  Well we didn’t have to wait long she is now leaving June 29th for Basic in San Antonio.  She will be there for 7.5 weeks and then will send to San Angelos, Texas for tech school.  We are going to miss her but can’t wait to see where this path leads her.

Our middle daughter Alyssa just finished her junior year of high school.  She is very big into the drama department at her school.  While she never had a role in the plays or musicals, she was a big part of them.  She liked to work behind the scenes on either the props crew or helping build the sets.  On the weekends and during the summer starting last year she became part of Zoo Crew at the Henry Doorly Zoo.  It is a volunteer program for high school students where they talk to visitors about different animals at the zoo.  She loves doing this as she wants to do something with animals or conservation after college.  Unfortunately again Covid has screwed this up for her since the zoo has been closed to guests.  We are now starting to make lists of colleges she would like to visit.  At the moment she is looking at Hastings College here in Nebraska or South Dakota State.

Our youngest daughter Paige just finished her freshman year of high school.  She actually went to a different school than her sisters so that she could join the Air Force Junior ROTC program.  During her first year in the program she joined Color guard and was the Commander of the 1st year team.  She helped with several events and also was part of the Color guard for several of the school’s home football games.  This year she was supposed to be part of her school’s track team but again Covid hit before any meets could happen.  She had been practicing a lot for shotput and hopefully this next school year she will actually be able to compete.

Daisher Family News

Hello Mckay Clan  family!  We enjoyed time at home during the stay at home order. We played games, did several home projects, puzzles and watched movies. Miles travels so much, it is the longest stretch of time he has ever been home since I met him.  Miles continues to be sponsored by Red Bull, given all the events he typically jumps into have been cancelled, we expect a very different year for him.  He has also been working on a Hollywood movie since last fall, I can't reveal any more info than that about it yet, but it looks like he will be able get back to work on that project mid June.  Dorothy will be turning 16 this August!  She is driving, does well in school and is a high level cheerleader.  Audrey is 13, also does cheer and loves art.  I believe she gets her artistic talent from my mom.  Eli turned 11 this spring and loves flag football, soccer and skiing.  I continue to help with Miles' schedule and enjoy running.  Hope you are all staying healthy and enjoying the slowed down lifestyle imposed by Covid-19.
Mark McCready News

Well I became a grandpa. Samantha had a baby girl on 6/15 Ruth Ann 6lbs 14 oz. Hope everyone is doing well in these crazy times. Yes that brings the total number of kids at 6. Yep locked down for 3 months with all !! Hope to see everybody soon.

Stay Safe,

Mark McCready ,Jill, Kids and grandbaby 
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