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The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Dedication

We mourn the passing of Mary Jane McCarthy, who died unexpectedly on May 16, 2021, at the age of 83. Mary Jane loved her family and gifted the Clan with a beautiful family tree, which she quilted, one of her many talents.   
And also Carl Hoffman, longtime honorary member of the Clan, who passed away on 2/11/21. He was 101 years old. We remember his ever-present sense of humor, as well as the delicious cheese he always brought from Wisconsin.
This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated to their memory, may they rest in peace.

Chieftain’s Message
Dear MacKay Clan,
I hope this newsletter finds you well. In the past I would start this message with an update on my travels in Ireland and Scotland. However, like everyone else I have not traveled much in the past year and a half.
I missed seeing everyone last year and look forward to the MacKay Clan Reunion on the first Saturday in August. l can’t wait to hear all of the interesting stories that everyone has to tell regarding their experiences over the past year.
Regards,
Chieftain Ken MacKay
NEW MEMBERS TO THE CLAN
Heidi May Miller, born May 15 ,2021 to Samantha McCready
CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!
ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION
AUGUST 7TH AND 8TH, 2021
Well, following a year like no other in our lives, we are super excited to be able to get back to some normal activities. None more than the MacKay Clan Reunion!! 
The reunion will be held Saturday August 7th at 12:00 PM and Sunday August 8th at Sweeney Hose Fire Hall, 499 Zimmerman St (corner Erie Ave), North Tonawanda, NY 14120. Please see the MacKay Reunion link for details.
As per NYS regulations, those not vaccinated are required to wear a mask indoors. For those more comfortable staying outdoors, you may want to consider bringing a canopy, or some other shade provider, since there is not much shade there.

The MacKay Golf Tournament will be held at a new location, Greenwood Golf Course, 8499 Northfield Rd.,  Clarence Center, NY 14032, as Shawnee is unavailable this year. Please let us know by email or phone by 7/24/21 if you will be playing so we can have sufficient tee times.

We also ask you to contact us by phone or email to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion so we can prepare for and have sufficient food and drink. 716 691-4800 or ssarra1044@gmail.com.

At 10:00AM on Sunday, John MacKay will lead the memorial at Elmlawn Cemetary in Tonawanda to honor the memory of Jane and Robert MacKay, and other family members who are buried in Elmlawn. This beautiful new tradition is even more poignant as we lose more members of the Clan each year. 
WE HOPE YOU ARE ALL PLANNING ON COMING!!!
Roger MacKay Family News

It’s definitely been a year with many twists and turns. We are all doing well and continue to strive forward. 

It’s been a year now since we moved to our new house in Wilson, and still loving it! We bought a boat last year in June. Spent a lot of our spare time last year on the water. Looking forward to enjoying the same this year. The sunsets are beautiful here.

Being in the furniture business, it’s been VERY busy! Important to have much in stock because the wait time for Special Orders are several months. We’ve done well holding that balance. 

Michael is living right down the street from us with his father, temporary, as he is transitioning from his apartment to purchasing a new home. He was hoping it would of been sooner, but the market is tough right now. It’s been nice having him so close to me! He is still working as a CPA in downtown Buffalo. He has been working from home for the past year. He will be transitioning to work more in the office within next couple months.

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer with more hope for our future. God Bless

          Debbie MacKay 


Bob Sutton Family News

   Bob and I are looking forward to attending this year's reunion. We have been fully vaccinated and are ready to travel after a long, dry spell.

   Although the pandemic put in a cramp into many activities, we were able to go out to dinner and play golf. The Russells visited frequently, which is always a special treat for us. 

   Kelly was undecided about what to get me for Christmas; so she, Bob and Greg thought I needed a puppy. They are crazy! We picked up our 8 week old mini golden doodle on Oct. 8th, and our lives have not been the same since. Her name is Dabs (Dawn And Bob Sutton). She is a handful. It's like raising a child. We, of course, adore her. She has been spayed; next comes the obedience classes. We'll see how that goes. 

   The best news we have is that the Russells are moving to Florida!!! They are building a home in Lakewood Ranch which is a huge development about 20 minutes away from us. Bob and I are delighted that we will be able to attend the boys' sporting events and of course see Pete and Kelly more often. Kelly will tell you more about this, but they will be in Sarasota in July, renting until their house is finished. 

   I have no travel news because we didn't travel. Greg did visit and hopefully will do so more since he can fly his plane directly to Sarasota. 

   We are looking forward to seeing all who are brave enough to attend this year.

Gary Martineck Family News

Greetings from Arkansas.

This has been quite a year, as I am sure it has been for everyone. Covid kept us close to home for the most part. I think I am probably one of the few who actually lost weight. Goes to show you what kind of cook I am. 

We had a sad day right before Thanksgiving when our 15-year-old dog, Minnie, was diagnosed with cancer and had to be put down only a week later. My neighbor and I had walked our dogs nearly every day. 

 

We did make use of our time share for a week in December and again in April for 2 days. We can sit around there as easily as here. 

The only other trips we took were to Wisconsin last July to visit Dad for a couple of days. Carl and Abby joined us, and we rented a small cabin. At that time, his facility was allowing outside visitation. We even got to take him for a car ride and show him our cabin. In January we went to WI again after Dad suffered a heart attack and his prognosis was not good. We called in hospice and the family was allowed bereavement visits. Gary and I were there the day they announced he was positive for Covid, so we had to leave right away. After all of that he pulled through and was on the mend when on February 11 he suffered a stroke and passed away that afternoon. He was 101 and a half. Fortunately, my sister and her husband were there. We will be going to WI from Buffalo for a celebration of life.

On February 10 Gary got a new hip. What a relief! It was getting difficult for him to get around. The trip to the hospital was scary as we had had an ice storm the night before. I managed to slip off and get back on the road twice. Thankfully, the main roads were clear, but the problem was getting there. The surgery took just an hour, and he was discharged that afternoon. I was not about to try the icy roads again with a guy who had just had surgery, so we spent a night in a hotel and got home the next day. Gary did not have any rehab except for walking. He started out doing laps in the house because the ice storm was followed by a snowstorm and subzero temps. He was finally able to get outside, so nearly every day since then has taken walks, something he seldom did before. He has even started back to golf last month. 

I had a busy and stressful winter which is too long of a story to go into here. 

My bowling league was canceled last fall, so I was very happy when the golf league started up in April. 

We are both vaccinated and very much looking forward to seeing everyone in August.

Jim Sarra Family News

The Sarra’s have had a relaxing year, keeping a low profile due to COVID. We are now happily vaccinated and glad to be getting out and about more. We had a nice winter in Florida,  concentrating on golf and some home improvements - having our master bath remodeled. 
Since arriving back north in May, we have been on a home purging, cleaning out closets, the garage and the shed. We have cleared out loads of “stuff”. 

On our way home from Florida we spent a few days at Amelia Island, off the coast of Florida. What a lovely place! Played some golf and just enjoyed the sites. We then stayed with Mike and Geo in Charlotte, what a treat that was, after our too brief outdoor get togethers last year. We look forward to their visit for the reunion, and Mozi’s first trip up north!

We are also looking forward to a week up in the Adirondacks with Chrissy and Jeremy and kids in July.
And we are most definitely looking forward to the MacKay reunion and seeing everyone again! Will we need name tags to recognize everyone?
Dusher Family News
 The Dushers have had another interesting but overall great school year. Gavin and Tori did well at virtual school for most of the year, but were so happy to finish the year in person full-time. We celebrated our 11th year of marital bliss at home instead of taking a vacation for the first time in many years. However, back in April we were able to get away for a few days to… Mason, OH? We went to the Great Wolf Lodge just outside Cincinnati for a much needed Spring Break trip. Hello lazy river!

In Jeremy and Christine news, work has been very interesting. Jeremy is about to start year lucky number 13 at Nike. Meanwhile, Christine started a new position as Director of a Care-A-Lot childcare facility on Grand Island. I think it goes without saying, but we both miss the part of the pandemic where we didn’t go to work for 3 months.

Gavin is still excelling at sports and video games in his free time. He played a shortened season of baseball last summer, started Tae Kwon Do (working on his green belt now), and still kicks butt (pun intended) at soccer. His favorite Nintendo Switch games are Mario Odyssey, Paper Mario Origami King, Minecraft and Animal Crossing New Horizons.

Victoria tried cheerleading camp last year, continued to advance her gymnastics career (much to the chagrin of our poor furniture), and is finishing another year of tap dance. She is currently rehearsing for her recital and is very excited for the show to go on this year. She likes to spend her free time drawing pictures for her friends and family, and is currently writing her first book; “Cop Girl and Thief Boy.”

In pet related news, our goldfish Bob and Oona remodeled their home to a bigger tank and really have some room to swim now. Our 2 guinea pigs, Chocolate and Brownie, are getting huge but still love snuggles, carrots, and dandelions.

We are so glad to see so many friends and family are safe, healthy, and getting vaccinated. We’re really looking forward to being able to see people in person this summer.

John MacKay Family News

Hello to everyone in the family and hope you are all well and looking forward to a more relaxed summer than last year. Our family is all well and vaccinated except for the younger children. We are anxiously waiting for the under 12 year olds turn to get protection from covid. It was a difficult year as you all know yourselves, but we can be grateful for the fact that we have a vaccine to defeat the virus for now. 

School was a varied experience for the children. Our Audrey (10 years old) and Connor (6) in Hicksville fared well. They attended a full week in person and it worked out fine. Molly (7) and Alice (9) did online learning all year and they are really looking forward to a return to in-person in September. Penelope did online most of the year but returned to the hybrid model at the end of winter. She was so happy to return to her friends at Elmwood Village Charter School.

 During the lockdown and restrictions Jerry remodeled his attic to create a new workspace at home, Beth worked at home with unrelenting hours on her computer, Robert began a new business, “Queen City Grill” in Elmwood, Dani waited patiently at her light therapy spa on Allen Street for business to pick up (It has), Liz Gwin MacKay worked diligently and frustratingly at teaching grade 5 in person and streaming her classes, Chris accepted a new position in the Education Department at the Bronx Zoo and worked online at home designing programs for the school curriculums, Liz MacKay Colonna relocated to a Starbucks closer to her home (gratefully) in Summit, NJ, but the employment headaches she deals with are many at this transient time, Roy managed to survive nicely as an Uber Eats driver. You can imagine the business he had with all the take-out restaurants fighting for survival. Josie was teaching and planning online, but has returned to the campus with a new promotion  Associate Professor of Library Science at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY. She moved to Schuylerville in 2019 and loves it there. She boards her horse, Gatsby, in a local barn and equestrian center and enjoys volunteering as a gardener at Yaddo, an artist colony in Saratoga Springs.  

 John and I managed to be quite busy at home despite the anxiety of these days. I am teaching meditation online and have been super involved in starting zoom groups and attending zoom workshops and conferences. My book club continued on zoom as well and dabbling in watercolor as a beginner was helpful too. John has returned now to volunteering at Buffalo General Hospital and is grateful to be back. We are both well, looking forward to the summer to relax with our family here in Buffalo and attend a week of family reunion in June at Gilbert Lake State Park in New York. Our 50th Wedding Anniversary is in October and we hope to have the children and grandchildren with us then too. All our best to everyone, and Looking forward to joining all at the Clan Reunion 2021!

Mary Ellen and John MacKay

Christopher Martineck Family News
Very busy.  All is well.

Run the dog

Swim

Soccer

Dance

Run the dog

Baseball

Piano

Homework

Run the dog

Drink wine

Repeat…

That is our lives.

Natalle (15), Chase (12), Nicholas (soon to be 10)

Chris and Lisa

Michael Martineck Family News
Nina, Max, Sarah and me, Michael, all say Hi. In case anyone’s wondering – and you must be if you read even this far – the family is intact. Sarah chose not to kick me out because I am an “eating, typing machine” that is somehow quiet and noisy at the same time. It helped that she started to travel again. I think she flew about 80 times since the last newsletter. Lots of west coast travel, which frequently puts her three hours behind me. The head-start is nice. She always catches up, though. I’m not the quickest Martineck – and that is one, low low bar. Max just completed his freshman year at Canisius High School full of new friends, new skills (he learned to play the glockenspiel) and great grades. He was the only first-year in second year Spanish – and has most of you know, he’s not Spanish. Nina finished her second year of architect school, taking home an award for writing in history, which is very special for a second year – usually the awards go to the higher grades. She somehow managed to publish a novel, The Duplicity, third in her Knowers series. I put out a new book, too. (Because I was apparently falling behind.) Untouchable is not anything like the title states. You can pick one up today at your favorite bookstore! 

Jeff Geist Family News

Hi everyone from the Jeff Geist family in Idaho. We are so thankful that the Covid situation is getting better. Every family member here has gotten the vaccine shot so it has been really nice to get together with family again. Definitely this pandemic has made us appreciate all the things you did before and took for granted. How lucky we are!

Our daughter Ashley and her husband John will be celebrating their first wedding anniversary on June 20th of this year. We really enjoy getting together with them. They bought a house last year and are in the process of remodeling it. It's great to see that both of them have taken this task on and they are enjoying the results of their labor.

Ryan is just finishing up his third year of medical school. He has the pleasure of studying for his second medical  board and will take them in July. He has also been setting up audition rotations for his last year. He will have to travel around the country spending a week or two at each site. Another busy year for Ryan! His long term girlfriend, Hailey, is just finishing up her second year of medical school. We have been lucky to visit with both of them this year.

Nothing has changed much for Jeff and I. We are still remodeling a rental house in Twin Falls and Jeff"s dad Harry has been helping in the mornings. Jeff and his dad are having fun working together. Dorothy is now in a Memory Care home in Twin Falls and is doing well there. We try to visit Dorothy twice a week. Nikki usually goes in the mornings and Jeff's other sister Karen goes in the evening. It has been a big change for Harry and Dorothy, but it has been a good change for the both of them.

Hope all is well with your families. Jeff and I look forward to catching up with family members from the Clan Courier.

Don Martineck Family

Hello to all. I think we all know by now how it feels to be partially imprisoned. The past year has been tough on all of us, some more than others. Terri lost her job last summer because no one was traveling. Then in September the only person left in charters retired. They asked her to come back part time and she has been doing that since. We traded in our travel trailer for a smaller one which is easier for me to manage. Terri’s son Paul has had some medical problems over the past few months but after having surgery this week to remove his appendix and several abcesses he is on the mend. I am having some back and leg issues but not ready for surgery yet. I guess a lot of that comes with age. Hope to see you all soon, whenever that may be.                  Donny

Greg Sutton News
As we return to normal I’m thankful the Suttons and Russells are all well and we’ve been able to see each other as much as we have.  Work travel slowed considerably but I did spend a month outside of Seattle in November and December and stayed a couple of weeks with Pete and Kelly and the boys.  My girlfriend Jordan (who can’t wait to meet everyone) came out for Thanksgiving week.  We stayed with the Russells again over New Year’s at the house they rented on Holmes Beach, hanging with mom and dad as well.  Jordan and I took another trip to the Russell’s over Presidents’ Day Weekend, which included an epic snowfall and Zach’s first day snowboarding, under the expert instruction of Uncle Greg.  I had one final trip to Seattle for work in April and my last visit to their Snoqualmie pad, which was already under contract.

 

I’m still working at DARPA as a program manager, getting better at that job while getting even worse at golf.  We’ve been able to get away for a few weekends in the plane, and are hoping for good weather during the reunion so we have a short flight rather than a long drive.  Either way we look forward to catching up and hanging out in Buffalo!

 

Greg and Jordan

Mike Sarra News

Not much actual news from Geo and me from this past year. At the onset of the pandemic, we had lofty ambitions of acquiring new skills and taking care of long neglected items around the house. Those plans didn’t really come to fruition. Turns out simply staying sane took most of our time and energy. Although now we can both solve a Rubik’s cube in under 5 minutes, so we have that going for us.

We did luck out by deciding to have the outside of our home replaced before the cost of materials got too severe. The house looks great with all new windows, trim, and siding! That inspired us to redo all the landscaping in the front yard. After a lot of digging, temporarily moving dirt to the backyard, and then moving it back to the front yard so it could be transported to the dump, our home has a fresh new look!

Speaking of new looks, we’ve been grooming our 2-year-old labradoodle, Mozi, for the past year and a half. Either we’re getting better at grooming or he’s getting more adorable as he ages because every time we look at him, he’s cuter and cuter.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the reunion!

	

	


Lisa MacKay News
Looking back at the past three Clan Courier articles I’ve written, I can’t believe all that Lisa and I have been through since I attended my first Clan Reunion in 2017! We’ve had some major life events to report each year and are thrilled to continue the pattern with our big news for 2021: we’re buying a house! It only took one year, 51 viewings, and 11 offers; the housing market was/is bonkers because of the pandemic. It was worth the wait though, and we’re planning to move in early July which is perfect timing to enjoy the in-ground pool! As of the Reunion we should be mostly settled in our new digs - we hope.


Like most folks, the pandemic has affected us in other ways too. We’ve both continued to work from home full-time. Lisa has taught third grade via Zoom for the entire year, and has done so well that her school has asked her to coordinate a new remote-learning program for students who need or want to remain remote for the 2021-2022 school year. This will be a new challenge and a lot of work, but Lisa has found that she is actually quite good at teaching online and she enjoys it. The new position I started at the University of Rochester in January 2020 continues to go well. My department received a new grant which designates us as the Center of Excellence for LGBTGNC Health in New York State. I am serving as the Program Manager for this new program, which will provide training for health and human service providers to improve the care they provide to LGBTGNC (lesbian, gay, bi, trans, and gender non-conforming) folks across the state. My department is just beginning to explore returning to the office. I think we’re both curious to see the long-lasting and even permanent changes to our fields that will result from the pandemic. We’re also eager to have actual home offices in our new house, rather than desks in corners of our bedroom and guest room. 


We’re both intensely grateful that we were able to stay home and healthy and get vaccinated in late winter/early spring. We had to miss out on some planned trips, including a California adventure for my first speaking gig at a national conference (that happened virtually instead) and a quick stop in Disneyland. And of course we have missed seeing friends and family, and hugs! But it’s all been worth it and we are, again, just grateful to have gotten to this point (relatively) unscathed. 


Who knows what we’ll have to report in our 2022 Clan Courier article; maybe it will be boring in comparison to the rest of them. If it is, I don’t think I’ll mind too much. We could use a few months without major life events! 

Dave Lawrence News
Like most, we didn’t do a whole lot in 2020.  We did however stay healthy for the entire quarantine period so I guess that’s an accomplishment.  We were able to continue watching Thea at least two days a week which was a lot of fun for us.  We got out of the house for runs and walks around the neighborhood and at some of the local parks.  We did see others doing the same so that was one positive outcome of the shutdown.  We still went to Florida in January and February.  It was a little different, not as many trips to Disney where we had to mask up and social distance.  We did make a side trip to Daytona Beach where we saw part of the Rolex 24 Hour race at the Speedway and then spent a couple days at the beach.  Unfortunately, a cold snap came through, it was only in the 30’s in the morning so we didn’t hang out at the beach but we did have a nice view of the ocean from our room.  Another highlight of our trip down south is spending time with the McCarthy’s.  We always enjoy getting together with them and did so on several occasions, not realizing that that would be our last time seeing Mary Jane.  

We won’t be at the Clan this year, we had tickets for the Nascar races at Watkins Glen last year and like most events it was canceled.  Our tickets are good for this year and of course it falls right on reunion weekend.  We hope those who attend this year have a good time and hopefully everything will be back to normal next year.

Dave & Eileen

Kiebzak Family News

After all of the crazy-ness of 2020, we have been able to have a bit of normal in our house since last summer!

Both Emily and Thea started at St. Andrew's Country Day School in September - Emily as a lead PreK 4 teacher and Thea in the PreK 3 class. They have been in-person full time for the whole school year (minus a few short quarantine breaks). They have both loved their experience there so far and are looking forward to continuing to do so in the fall - but flip-flopping classes!  Starting in the 2021-22 school year, Emily will move to teaching PreK 3 and Thea will move up to PreK 4.

Mike has continued to work with ACV Auctions from home and will possibly get to start heading back to the office in September...but has really embraced the work from home lifestyle.

The biggest news is that there will be a new Kiebzak joining our family at the beginning of December! Thea is over the moon to finally become a big sister and has been preparing for "little bean" with all of her dolls. We will find out soon if this baby is a boy or a girl and can't wait to share!

We hope everyone is staying safe and healthy and look forward to seeing those we can at the Reunion this year!

Mike, Emily, Thea, & baby bean

Mark McCready News
Hi

Samantha had a baby girl on 5/15/21 Heidi May Miller 4lbs as of today she is in nick u at children's hospital but making progress every day. Can't wait to get together in August 

Mark McCready and family 
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