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Dedication

Rev. Ray Dunn passed away July 19,2020.

This edition is dedicated to all members of the MacKay Clan that have passed away. We remember and cherish them all.
Chieftain’s Message
Dear Clan MacKay-

I am currently in Cork, Ireland. It’s a wonderful city and one of eight that I will visit over the course of this six-week Study Abroad Program I am currently directing. While it is a privilege to direct these programs, the move from city to city can be quite stressful. Through time and experience each of us learn ways to cope with the situation.

The Irish by nature seem to find solace in poetry. An Irish friend told me that when waiting at the airport carousel for his luggage he recites a line by the Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh. The line is ‘every old man looks like my father’. What he meant is that as each new black bag appears around the turn of the carousel, there is always a moment of confusion as to whether that black bag is his black bag. Reciting the line gives him some relief from the stress of knowing his bag may not have arrived.

Two weeks ago in Dublin, I was waiting at the carousel for my luggage and thought of that line. I don’t get overly anxious when waiting for my luggage, but remembering the Patrick Kavanagh line made me think about my father and my grandfather and how quickly time passes. It led me to realize that I am now close to the age of my grandfather, Roy MacKay, when he was first Chieftain of the Clan MacKay.

Half a century has passed and I can’t reminder much of what my grandfather said each year when he stood to speak at the MacKay Clan Reunion. I do however, remember that he started the meeting one year by telling a joke. There are only a few members of the clan that would have heard my grandfather tell the joke. I wonder if any remember.

I have never been very good at telling jokes. The thing about so many jokes is that they fall into two unfortunate categories; the joke is about something so recent that in time it becomes irrelevant as the event is forgotten. Jokes about actors, movies, popular events fall into that category. The other category is ‘oppositional’ jokes; jokes that are only funny if the listener shares the same political position. The joke that my grandfather told was about a farmer and his son. There was nothing political about it and, with the exception of a few details, might have happened today.

A while ago, the friend who recites Kavanagh told me a joke about an Irish farmer. When it was done it occurred to me that it was a joke that my grandfather could have told a half century ago. Strangely enough, it could also be referring to a recent event. I have never been very good at telling jokes, but I think that this year I’ll give it a try. I think that my grandfather would have liked it.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Reunion in early August.

Chieftain Ken MacKay
NEW MEMBERS TO THE CLAN
Silas-Ensley Martin Miller, born October 25, 2023 to Samantha McCready and Brian Miller.

Camden Clark Gramza, born May 5, 2024 to Carisa and Mark Gramza.
Michele Hamilton, by marriage to Michael Bouchard, June 28, 2024.
CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!
ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION
AUGUST 3TH AND 4TH, 2024
The reunion will be held Saturday August 3th at 12:00 PM and Sunday August 4th at Sweeney Hose Fire Hall, 499 Zimmerman St (corner Erie Ave), North Tonawanda, NY 14120. 
For those more comfortable staying outdoors, you may want to consider bringing a canopy, or some other shade provider, since there is not much shade there. The general consensus was that the canopies worked out quite well the last few years.
The MacKay Golf Tournament will again be held at the new location we went to last year, Greenwood Golf Course, 8499 Northfield Rd., Clarence Center, NY 14032. Please let us know by email or phone by 7/22/24 if you will be playing so we can have sufficient tee times.

We also ask you to contact us by phone or email to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion so we can prepare for and have sufficient food and drink. 716 691-4800 or ssarra1044@gmail.com.

We will also have the basket raffle, a fun and successful money raiser in the past. Christopher Martineck will once again be running this. Bring a basket and get a special ticket for a chance to win a unique basket, donated by Christopher. We know his baskets are priceless! 

At 10:00AM on Sunday, John MacKay and Eileen Lawrence will lead the memorial at Elmlawn Cemetary in Tonawanda to honor the memory of Jane and Robert MacKay, and other family members who are buried in Elmlawn. This beautiful tradition is even more poignant as we lose more members of the Clan each year. 
WE HOPE YOU ARE ALL PLANNING ON COMING!!!


Carl Martineck Family News

Greetings from ND:

It’s been a bittersweet year for us as we celebrate Abigail’s graduation but prepare to send her off to New York. A brief recap of the last 12 months:

July - Abigail completed both the Musical Theatre & TV/Film Acting summer programs at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts (AADA) in NYC. She made several friends, and most of her grocery budget went toward Broadway tickets. She loved her time there and said she found “her people. She and Carl went a few days early and enjoyed several shows &  meals together. Scott was kind enough to take her senior pictures around the city – they turned out perfectly. My sister and I moved her out of her dorm when she was finished, but only after a week of working our way through our carefully curated list of champagne bars.

Aug/Sept - Abigail started her senior year of high school and resumed voice lessons, while Carl and I emotionally prepared for all the ‘lasts’ that were beginning. Rehearsals for the high school production of Frozen began, and Ab got busy perfecting the role of Elsa.

Oct/Nov - Abigail applied to AADA, and completed her audition for the Theatre/TV/Film Acting program. Gary and Bonnie came to ND to watch Ab perform in Frozen. She did an amazing job, and her youngest cousins earned some serious Kindergarten bragging rights being related to Elsa. Right after Frozen wrapped we headed to Arkansas for Thanksgiving.

It was our first visit after Gary & Bonnie’s remodel. Their house looks beautiful.

December - Ab and a friend became managers for the high school boys’ basketball team and spent the next couple months travelling with them. Christmas was spent at home and was lovely until an ice storm started Dec. 26th. The next day we lost power and wouldn’t get it back for 2 weeks. We were in the area hardest hit and were among several thousands without power for a week or more, while linemen worked long hours in miserable

conditions, navigating roads and fields covered in inches-thick ice. I’ve experienced a lot of ice storms, but nothing like that one. We lost several trees completely, and will be cleaning up downed branches all summer. It was, and is, an overwhelming mess.

Jan/Feb – Between voice & tennis lessons and managing the basketball team Ab was rarely home. She turned 18 on the 19th and already had her first tattoo scheduled. As of June she’s up to 5 or 6. We also celebrated her acceptance to AADA for fall 2024. Ab and a friend took

a quick weekend trip to NYC while Carl and I enjoyed the first calm, quiet month we’d had all year.

March/Apr - Ab and her partner took two first places at the State DECA conference, which earned them another trip to Nationals. She and Carl spent several days in FL at the Miami Open where she cheered on several of her tennis favorites. Her senior tennis season began in April, and she spent a week in Anaheim at the National DECA Conference.

May – All of May felt like a sprint: multiple tennis matches per week, preparing for graduation, planning her open house, and helping organize the class of 2024’s post-grad party. No one got much sleep. Gary and Bonnie & Scott and Dani were able to be at the

regional conference tennis tournament where Ab’s team took home the championship, continuing their undefeated season. Individually, Ab and her doubles partner entered regionals ranked #1; they progressed to the final ready to repeat last year’s 1st place finish, but they lost in a 3rd set tie-breaker taking 2nd place – it was a great match between two equally talented teams. After 3 long days of tennis we rolled right into graduation. We were so happy to have Scott and Dani visit ND for the first time and to be there with us to celebrate. That everyone was able to join us meant a great deal. The following week was the high school state tennis tournament. Gary and Bonnie stayed to cheer on Ab and the rest of the Valley City Hi-Liners. Ab’s team walked away with the state championship title – the first since 1971. Individually, Ab and her partner came ready to play and possibly repeat last year’s state doubles championship, but in the 3rd set of the semi-final her partner had to call a medical timeout (congenital heart issue) as she was unable to catch her breath. They were eventually able to finish the match so the other team could get the win. Despite Ab urging a forfeit, her partner insisted they attempt to play their final match for 3rd /4th place. Unable to play at full capacity, they played their final match just for fun, for the love of tennis and for each other. It was, in hindsight, the perfect way to end their high school careers, and we had so much fun watching them. (Her partner was scheduled for her 10-year heart valve replacement 3 days later.)

June – Ab attended a week-long bartending school in Minneapolis and hopes to bartend between classes in NYC. She’s spending a week in Bozeman at my sister’s later this month, and is scheduled to play in a few tennis tournaments in ND and neighboring states throughout the summer.

As you’ve noticed, outside of work Carl’s and my lives move with the flow of whatever Ab has going on. I’m not yet sure how we adjust once she leaves in August, but, like everyone else, we’ll figure it out – I guess. We know that for a few years all our free time will be spent in NYC – and we’re looking forward to that.

Have a wonderful reunion in August.

Carl, Amy & Abigail
Bob Sutton Family

 Greetings from sunny, dry, hot Florida!

   We've had a relatively quiet year doing the regular things like golfing, attending theater shows and dining with friends. Of course we are thrilled to be close to the Russells. We enjoy watching the boy's basketball and golf games. Kelly and I sneak off to Hard Rock Cafe often to win (lose) our money.

   In May the family celebrated Greg's 50th birthday with a weekend filled with activities and surprises. We went on a sunset cruise on Friday. On Saturday we had a catered luncheon with some surprise friends of Greg's and had a delicious dinner at the Ritz. Greg was born on Mother's Day, and his birthday fell on Mother's Day again this year.

   At the end of May Greg, Jordan, Bob and I went on a 5-day cruise from Baltimore to Bermuda. Bermuda is beautiful and very clean. We did not spend much time there, but Greg and Jordan had many adventures. Bob and I took a bus ride around the island. Driving on the left side of the road was scary.

    It was very eerie when our ship passed by what is left of the Key Bridge on our way south. It was also really cool to sail UNDER the Bay Bridge, the bridge we drive over to get to the Eastern shore of Maryland and the beaches.

   We are looking forward to seeing everyone in August.

Gary Martineck Family News

Hi all. 

It has been another busy year for the AR Martinecks. Right after the gathering last year we spent over 2 weeks with our dear friends the Clymers out west in WY and MT, visiting Teton, Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. We also visited mutual friends, the Carlsons, in MT and had a great time. Lots of laughs. Gary made his annual pilgrimage to AZ in Oct with his college buddies who are unfortunately getting fewer and fewer. In Dec we went to HI for 15 days. While on the big island I had the privilege to swim with dolphins one day and mantas the next. An unforgettable experience! We also happened to be in Honolulu on Pearl Harbor Day. What a commemoration and celebration for all the armed forces. There was a huge parade and the next morning at 4am were fireworks followed by a marathon through the city. We went to Pearl Harbor for the first time since the mid 70's and toured the Missouri for the first time. Dad hitched a ride on the Missouri from HI to NY after the peace treaty was signed in Japan. He slept on the deck since there were so many men anxious to get back home.
Carl, Amy, Abby, Scott and Dani all came for Thanksgiving. Loki the dog also came along. What a doofus! Always fun to have everyone here. Our friends from MT visited us right after Easter. We had been asking them to come for 20 years. I told them if they wait another 20 years we probably won't be here! My sister and brother-in-law came in May. We were here for a few days then went to Branson for a couple more days. While they were here Gary spent a very long day at Crystal Bridges volunteering for The Antiques Road Show. Look for 3 episodes next year. And I was finishing up a 10-week Citizens Police Academy. It was so interesting to learn all the aspects of police work. The class included a 4-hour ride along with an officer and a day at the gun range. I got to shoot a pistol and AK. The targets are hanging in the garage, but Gary thinks they should be hung outside to ward off any intruders.
Gary had cataract surgery on both eyes in May and June. He's amazed the sky doesn't look brown anymore. 
We just got back from 2 weeks in ND where we got to cheer Abby on in her final tennis tournaments. It was a real mix of emotions. And watch her HS graduation. Scott and Dani were able to fly in for the graduation and meet Amy's family for the first time. Carl and Amy had an open house after the graduation. Amy spent weeks decorating and it was fabulous. I'll let them go into more detail about all that. 
So that brings me to the present. We are trying to figure out a way to incorporate at trip to WI and Buffalo making a big loop possibly though Canada or not. We are looking forward to seeing everyone again. See you soon.
Bonnie and Gary
Jim Sarra Family News

When it comes to writing the annual article for the Courier, am I the only one who sometimes struggles to remember what we did this past year? At this age the years just blend into one another!!
One memorable event took place last August – Jim shot his age in golf! After several rounds over recent years of shooting 1 or 2 strokes over his age, he shot 76 at age 76, quite exciting! So, never give up.

Following our typical fall and winter schedule in Buffalo-Florida, we travelled to Europe for a Mediterranean cruise at the end of April, really the perfect time to go. Beautiful weather, with moderate temps. This began the celebration this year of our 50th Anniversary. The cruise was very memorable. It began with a flight delay that almost caused us to miss the cruise departure, quite stressful. We visited the Greek isles of Santorini, Mykonos, and Corfu, plus Athens. Then on to Malta, Sicily, Naples, Florence and Rome. So many beautiful and historic sites! All over 10 days, a pace that left us exhausted and both not feeling well by the end of the trip. Getting back to Florida, we discovered we both had Covid – it is still around! Following a quick recovery we returned to Buffalo and have been non-stop busy since. Besides yard work, attending Gavin and Tori’s ball games, school concerts, dance recital is tops on the agenda.

We are looking forward to a 2 week vacation in the Adirondacks in July – the whole family will be there to continue the celebration of our 50th, relaxing, swimming, boating, and, of course s’mores by the campfire. Perhaps supplements by some beer and wine!

Hope to see you all at the reunion!

Nau Family News

The past year has been healthy and active - which is all we can hope for. It also included a bucket list of travel.

While leading a bike ride around the perimeter of Grand Island last summer , Marjie and her fellow cyclists from Rochester were greeted by the cutest cheerleaders along the bike path- Lily Kiebzak and Emerson and Eden Watts with Eileen and Dave Lawrence and Lynn Watts as chaperones - of course cowbells were included. We hope to repeat the event again this summer.

John and Marjie spent a month last summer exploring Greece, Albania, Montenegro, Croatia and Slovenia with part of it on a small boat -experiencing a heat wave of temperatures as high as 109! The history was enlightening and of course food was delicious.

John and Marjie bicycled on Prince Edward Island from the Northwest tip to the Southeast tip starting and ending at lighthouses. Who knew that this Canadian province had a large Scottish settler history, is a huge producer of potatoes - french fries served on top of every meal, has top ranked golf courses/resorts and of course the city of Cavendish which was the inspiration for author Lucy Maud Montgomery  famous  Anne of Green Gables novels?

Marjie was able to act as tour director for a friend who had never been to NYC – holiday displays, Broadway shows and all the rest of the Big Apple experience were enjoyed.

Lisa, Kristen, Julia and Anthony met John and Marjie in Puerto Rico in February for a week of beach, pool, good food, yummy drinks and local history- a rare getaway for all six of us to be together.

Marjie was able to travel to Peru in the spring. Amazing what civilizations are still in place. Among other sights, she hiked a portion of the Inca Trail and visited Machu Picchu on her birthday - the timing was wonderful and a birthday experience not to be forgotten.

John and Marjie head out to bicycle in the Dolomites region of Italy this summer. And they will be traveling to California for a wedding in early August - causing us to miss this year’s reunion,

We hope many will attend to continue the wonderful family traditions.
John MacKay Family News

Hello to all the MacKay clan members from John and Mary Ellen. 
We have good news and less so.

All the children and grandchildren are fine and busy with their activities. We saw them all at Easter this year and look forward to our reunion at Gilbert Lake at the end of August.

John and I had a difficult year. John had severe leg pain and resigned from the volunteer assignment he had with the Pastoral Care department in Buffalo General Hospital. He decided to have a knee replacement and went in on Thanksgiving weekend for the surgery. The replacement went well, but he had a severe reaction to the anesthesia and it set him back mentally and emotionally. He spent a few months recovering, but because of a mistake he made with his medication for deep vein thrombosis, which he has had for twenty years, he was hospitalized on New Year's weekend for a dangerously high blood score on the INR testing he has had every two weeks since he was first diagnosed.

 In the months that followed his return home on another medication, Eliquis, it helped, but his mental and emotional problems became worse. He is now in Assisted Living in Sacred Heart Home at Brothers of Mercy Wellness Center in Clarence NY.

He is doing better and has improved his ability to walk due to in-house therapy as well as a structured social environment. He has been more active, with visiting the family when he is in the city area when I bring him for specialists' appointments. He is attending a family reunion for a cousin's birthday in the Flood family next Sunday, and we have every hope of attending the MacKay Clan Picnic Reunion in August. He has a walker to assist him.  The pace of all of this has really overwhelmed me, but I am doing better and looking forward to getting back to some normal routines. I see improvement with John and that is a good omen. So we will see some of you in August, and until then, have a peaceful and happy summer!

Mary Ellen and John MacKay.

	
	


Ken MacKay Family News
Dear Family,

Where did the last year go!?!

Ken and I are plugging along. Ken is ‘working hard’with students on the 6-week Study Abroad program this summer in Ireland & Scotland. Yes, the golf clubs are a must pack item. This past spring we had a terrific visit with a husband/wife architecture team from Ireland, O’Donnell + Tuomey. Ken has sporadically seen them through the years. It had been 20 years for me! But we picked right back up. They are emblematic of the sincerity and kindness of the people you meet in Ireland. And they are International award winners in architecture!

Emily & Mike are joining Ken the last week of June in Galway, Ireland – my favorite city. The weather should be considerably cooler than Buffalo’s current heat wave. Parker & I are meeting up with Ken in Glasgow, Scotland in mid-July. But first we will take a couple days detour to make our way up to Tongue and “MacKay Country”. Although Parker has visited a couple times, this will be my first time up to the north and I’m really looking forward to experiencing the

highlands. I believe Ken and Parker will squeeze in a Thursday at The Open prior to us all departing together for home.

I’m rather enjoying my position at Rodriguez Construction Group. It’s quite refreshing, lots of young folks, but a handful of seasoned souls to provide guidance. Plus, I think you can teach an old dog new tricks! There’s tremendous growth and building happening in Buffalo. An interesting note is the 5/14 Memorial design competition was won by one of Ken’s colleagues at the UB School of Architecture.

Hoping the children provided updates, but here’s a quick recap:

Parker – defense attorney along with another colleague on the Joseph Bongiovanni trial. Retrial starts July 29. We provide meals occasionally for the hard-working lawyer but not a word is uttered about the trial. We are very proud of him!

Emily – graduated with her Master’s degree in teaching and just finished her first year as a kindergarten teacher at St. Gregory’s. We are very proud of her! Mike is holding down the fort and the girls (aka ‘Tropical Storm Kiebzak’) bring smiles to us all the time.

Stuart – is just completing his medical fellowship in Addiction Medicine. We are very proud of him! He, Jill, and the twins are in the process of moving up to Fairport, NY.

Wishing safe travels and good health to all!

Love,

The Kenneth S. MacKay Family
Michael Martineck Family News
I don’t know how to rank these things, so please read nothing into the order. Like children, I have no favorites here. Though if I did have a favorite it would have been our exchange student, Liam. From Dortmund Germany, he stayed with us through the fall, learning about a typical American family, from, I hope, some of his friends and associates. Brilliant, funny, and so interesting. I wish you all could have met him. Max Martineck graduated from Canisus High School with a leadership award and a letter in track. In the fall he will attend LeMoyne College on a FULL SCHOLARSHIP. I usually shy from bragging, but holy crap. The Jesuit-sponsored honor ia awarded to one person who exemplifies their mission of leadership, learning, and service. We are so proud. Nina graduated from Pratt with a degree in architecture with high honors. Again, so proud. She’s been traveling. As with her mother, the places are not tourist traps – I’m looking at you, Lafayette Indiana – but she’s headed to Sweden next. As of this writing she has two job interviews, so, you know, phew. Speaking of Sarah, she has been all over this year, from Santa Monica to Santo Domingo. Mostly west coast lately, which makes her miss Buffalo not at all. She got to spend her birthday at a private party in the Grammy Museum, Los Angeles. Last but not . . . nope. This is the best. I’ve got a new novel coming out. Ebook now, hard cover in the fall. The Tongue Trade is the perfect book for anyone who can read.
See you all soon.

Jeff Geist Family News

Hello everyone from the Jeff Geist family in Idaho. We are so thankful for the Clan Courier each year which allows us to keep in touch with family.

Jeff and I are having a busy summer this year. Our daughter Ashley is going to have a baby girl this July and it will be our first grandchild. To say the least we are elated at becoming grandparents. We are going to watch the baby twice a week for Ashley when she goes back to work. Her husband John is busy working on finishing up on projects around the house before the baby arrives. They are both very excited about becoming parents.

We visited our son Ryan and his girlfriend Hailey this June. They are both  busy with their studies in North Carolina. Hailey is just finishing up her first year in her residency in family practice. Ryan is finishing up his first year in his Dermatology residency. Jeff and I enjoy visiting them each year in Wilmington NC. There is always so much history to see and great places to go eat.

We have been very busy with rentals this summer e we always seem to have some home project going on as well. It is so time consuming but we enjoy the results at the end. We were glad we had a chance to take a break and visit Ryan and Hailey. We have been missing our outdoor summer time fun, biking, hiking, camping, etc., but we will be so happy to slow down at the end of the summer! 

Harry and Dorothy are both doing the same. Harry is in good health and active. Dorothy is still in the memory care in Twin Falls. Jeff and I visit both of them each week. We usually bring lunch to Harry each week. Nikki tries to be there and Miles and their kids come when they can. Jeff often helps Harry around his home and yard when he has time. We also really like getting together with Jeff’s sisters and their families frequently.

We look forward to reading everyone’s family page.

Jeff & Janice Geist

	
	


Don Martineck Family

Another year past, another story to tell. Since last year we sold our camper deciding after almost 50 years it was getting harder and harder to do the work. I had back surgery in November and a hip replacement in May. Not 100% yet but it's a work in progress. Terri after working mostly from home for the past three years is finally going to be done the end of August, much to her bosses disappointment. Paul is still working for AAA from home and recently got a promotion to sales & service. Our little girl Daphne is going to be 12 this year. She is going to miss camping but really enjoys napping in her new bed on our newly covered deck. With no trailer to tow we are looking forward to a few road trips this year. Looking forward to seeing you all in August.
	
	


Greg Sutton News
With the exception of quitting my job in December, it's been the most normal of years in some time.  Jordan is still at NCIS, now spending more time managing people than she is doing real work, to her chagrin.  But boy does she have some people to manage so she's learning something new every day.  Ask her about her coffee ...

We can't wait to hear about the epic eclipse from those in the "path of totality"!  As soon as we invited ourselves to Chris Martineck's the line went cold, so we only got about 80%.

Sticking with Chris, we had big plans for the AFC Championship game with the Ravens hosting the Bills in Baltimore.  That didn't happen, as all Bills fans know.  We still hosted the AFC Championship game, with referees deciding that game, as all Ravens fans know.

I joined small start-up building electric boats.  Our only boat as I type this today is in Miami, so I'm spending a lot of time in south Florida.  That brings us often to Kelly and Pete's house in Sarasota with epic pool days playing ultra competitive timed games with Zach and Shane, and dinners with mom and dad.  I'm ready for our production run in another part of the country ...

Speaking of mom and dad, we cruised to Bermuda on Royal Caribbean's Vision of the Seas in May, the first cruise ship to sail from Baltimore after the Key Bridge collapse.  If you didn't think Charm City a hot cruise ship port think again.
By the time you're reading this we'll have likely moved from our condo in Baltimore back to our shoebox in Arlington across the river from DC.  Every year brings constant change, but we both enjoy writing in pen on the calendar our agenda for the first weekend in August!

Greg and Jordan Sutton

McCarthy Family News
Dan is busy fixing boats and working part time on a fishing boat.  Lori is still a store manager for Walgreens. And Mallory still works for Applebee’s and goes to Kaiser University full time studying criminal justice.   We went to Mexico on cruise in February and to the keys for a week in May.  Lori is going to Chicago in July to visit her best friend and Mallory and Lori are going to Minnesota in August to visit family and go the Minnesota state fair.  Lori and Dan are on a cruise to Bermuda in September.  Hope everyone is doing well and Happy travels!

[image: image2.png]



 
Watts Family News

Greetings from Jim and Lynn. We are doing good. Staying busy. Jim is happy to be golfing again. I still do a few 5k's. Last August we went to the Adirondack Mts with Kory, Stephanie, Emerson and Eden. It was lots of hiking, site seeing and fun. The kids are daredevils and not afraid to climb. It is a beautiful place. In September, Kory and Stephanie surprised me with plane tickets to fly to Omaha to visit family. They arranged with the family where I stay and who picked me up at the airport. It was lots of laughs and fun seeing everyone. I was able to meet the new members. Then in October, Jim and I flew to Punta Cana. If you are wondering, yes it was a Rick Springfield getaway. :) Needless to say, it was a fantastic time. A few days after we came home, we drove to Kentucky to visit Kip and Kelly. Kory and Stephanie did a  bourbon 1/2 marathon. Louisville turned out to be a very interesting city. A great time was had by all. Thanksgiving was spent with Jon, Kris, Owen, Colben and Logan. It doesn't seem possible the boys can be 16. Where has the time gone? Logan leaves for Germany as an exchange student in June. Jim and I have been married for 50 years and to celebrate we are going to Yellowstone with all our kids and grandkids. Jim and I will be driving out. Taking 6 days to get there. Spending a week in a house we have rented outside of the park. Then taking another week to drive home. If we are at the reunion, we made it!!!

 See you all in August. Stay safe.

 lynn

Dusher Family News
The Dushers have had another great school year. Gavin is about to finish 5 th grade while Tori is finishing up 4th grade and looking forward to middle school next year. Our big adventure this past year was when we took a family vacation in February to Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic! It was an all-inclusive resort with our own swim-up room and semi-private pool with a hot tub on the patio. Needless to say, we didn’t leave the resort most of the trip.

In Jeremy and Christine news, we are still working, but one year closer to retirement. Jeremy is finishing up his second year at the Aquarium of Niagara and Christine is finishing up her third year with the YMCA.

We finally paid off that major siding project and thought to ourselves, why not replace all of our living room furniture now. We also celebrated our 14th year of marital bliss with season tickets at Shea’s and got to see a total of 7 shows over the past 9 months, most of which were without our darling children.

Gavin is still very much into sports and video games so no big change there. He is currently a first degree black belt in taekwondo and working towards his second degree black belt. He is also playing baseball again this summer but on two teams - a little league house team (go Yankees) and a travel team (go Tonawanda Curve). He is still a regular on Gorilla Tag on the Oculus VR set. He also still loves hanging out with friends making silly YouTube videos, playing basketball, or goofing around.

Victoria also achieved her first degree black belt and has started pursuing her second degree black belt in taekwondo. She also finished another year of dance after taking hip-hop, jazz, and tap with an end of year recital at Art Park. And as if that wasn’t enough, she is also playing softball this summer for the first time and seems to be a natural (go Ducks - Quack!). When she actually has some free time these days, Tori is a certified Swiftie (#22 in softball) and would be delighted to discuss all things Taylor if you only ask… or don’t ask, either way you’ll learn about Taylor.

In pet related news, we still have 1 guinea pig, Brownie. She is loving single life in her pig-mansion and seems to agree that we only need 1 piggie.
Scott Martineck News

It’s been a busy year for both of us, with plenty of new and exciting activities!
Last August Scott decided to take advantage of his employer’s tuition benefit at Arizona State Online, and has started a BFA program for digital photography. Going back to school after so long was quite an adjustment, but it has been fun and incredibly rewarding so far. He is currently practicing portrait work with Dani and friends. (You can check out some of his photography on instagram: https://www.instagram.com/photosmartineck/) His main hobby of late has been collecting vinyl records. 
Dani wrapped up a successful festival run with their short film, The Rushing Of The Sea (which is now available to view online: https://vimeo.com/806597420 ). They are currently in the process of writing additional short films, as well as their first feature length screenplay. Dani’s book narration side hustle has also been going really well, with several books recently released, and several more in the works. They run the gamut from YA novels to horror as well as nonfiction. (https://www.danimartineck.com/audiobooks) You can also hear Dani perform in the dramatic sci-fi narrative podcast Give Me Away, which is currently in its second season. Their main hobby of late has been lazy birding on their long morning walks. 
We’re both disappointed that we won’t make it to Buffalo this year and hope to see everyone soon!
- Scott & Dani Martineck

Lawrence Family News
Dave had hip replacement surgery in September and now 9 months later is doing well although it is still healing. He is able to do some easy running

and recently completed the Buffalo Half Marathon. Eileen continues to do classes at the Y during the week and runs with Dave on the weekends.

Just after Christmas we made our annual trek to Florida, stayed with Uncle Dan for a week and got together with other members of the McCarthy clan.

From there we spent 10 days at Disney World and then another three weeks in a townhouse in Kissimmee. After that we took a Royal Caribbean

cruise with some of the McCarthy’s to the Western Caribbean with stops in Costa Maya and Cozumel. It was our first time in Mexico. We toured the Mayan ruins and it was fun to see monkeys climbing around in the trees.

Once home we’ve been having a lot of work done on our house and at this time it is nearly complete. We spend a lot of time with our grandnieces Thea and Lily. Lily has been with us Mon-Fri during the day and Thea is with after school several days a week. We really enjoy having them at the house and take them on outings to the Zoo, Science Museum and area Playgrounds.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.
Christopher Martineck Family News

What’s going on? Lots. At least for the kids. Not so much for me and Lisa.

Nicholas (12) had a good swim season. He not only swam for his Club team, but made the Varsity High School team. Yes, he’s only in 7th grade. Club swimming has paid off. He is also great – loving advanced science and social studies. He still finds time for plenty of Xbox (haha.)

Chase (15) is finding all kinds of activity. She also was on the Varsity High School Swim Team, along with Club swimming. She made Sectionals and almost made the State meet. Not bad for a Freshman. She thought about playing JV volleyball (as it’s her new passion) but swim and volleyball in high school are the same seasons. Her concession was that she’d tryout for a local Club volleyball team. That season runs December-May. She made the team and traveled around NYS with a final tournament in Detroit. Chase made new friends, loved the experience and still has the volleyball bug. Her schooling continues to be terrific – already thinking about college.

Natalle (18) is driving around in her car. Yep, her car. She’s been working since 15 with the sole goal of buying a car and she did. Her Senior year was flawless – if you like having fun with friends, getting into college, living every moment. There were many highlights and

accomplishments but the biggest is her decision to go to Niagara University. She’ll be a business management major, but she is also minoring in law because her plan is to go to law school (Niagara has a law department that works in conjunction with UB and St. Johns.) The summer will be full of parties, lifeguarding….and some golf.

Lisa is gardening and walking Windsor three times a day. I trained and participated in the kids swim-a-thon this Spring. I was able to swim 250 laps in two hours. That equated to 3.5 miles.

Yes, I was tired. Now, I help coach baseball – and still work on the golf game from time to time.

Looking forward to seeing everyone.

Chris, Lisa, Natalle, Chase, Nicholas Martineck
Lisa and Kristen MacKay News

Lisa and Kristen are doing well and keeping busy! They celebrated their 5th wedding anniversary in October. Lisa has had success in teaching independently online this year, with students across the U.S. and other countries including Australia, Croatia, and Saudi Arabia. She is enjoying helping kids with learning differences, medical needs, and other unique challenges learn and grow in reading and math skills with a flexible, work-from-home schedule. Kristen is still working in public health at the University of Rochester. She made a return to costume design for several productions including the second-ever official production of Alice by Heart for Rochester Fringe Fest in September 2023, which Ken and Monica came to see (fun note: the fringe festival tradition started in Scotland with the Edinburgh International Festival in 1947). This connected her to the theatre program at the Rochester Jewish Community Center, where she helped with costumes for a production of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical in May, which then led to her being asked to be the lead costume designer for A Chorus Line this summer. 
Kristen and Lisa enjoyed several trips this year. They took their honorary nephew Topher on a cruise in August, with stops in Honduras where they met monkeys and macaws and Mexico where Lisa and Topher snorkeled along coral reefs. Kristen and Lisa also joined Marjie, John, Julia, and Anthony in Puerto Rico in February. Highlights included a rum distillery tour, swimming in a river in the rainforest, plenty of pina coladas, and of course wonderful family time together. 
Kristen and Lisa are looking forward to spending more time with Stuart, Jill, Ollie, and Archie when they move to Rochester this summer, and of course to seeing everyone at the Clan Reunion!
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Stuart MacKay Family

Hi there! 

Hope you’re doing well! Here is our entry for the courier! See you soon! 

It’s incredible what can happen in a year when you’re counting in baby milestones. Since last year Archie and Ollie have taken on a whole knew world of running, jumping, climbing on EVERYTHING, throwing almost everything, eating all the things, and chatting constantly! They have graduated from early intervention services and from cardiology! They now only need to follow with a pulmonologist! Looking at them now, it’s hard to even picture them as tiny, sick little preemies. With their health and development progressing, we can finally just enjoy all the chaos and fun the boys throw our way!

This year, Stuart finished his medical training at Penn State and accepted a position at a clinic in Rochester! Jill is applying for school counseling jobs in the area and hoping for the right job to come across her path! 

We purchased our first home in Fairport and are moving at the end of June! We are so excited to be closer to family! Jill’s mom is about 10 minutes away, Marjie and John are about 25 minutes away, as are Lisa and Kristen! Monica and Ken are just glad it’s not the 6ish hour trek to PA that they’ve grown accustomed to over these past few years! 

This year we are grateful for the continued support of our family and friends as we navigate our “next chapters.” We are looking forward to catching up with you all very soon! 

Love,

Stuart, Jill, Archie, and Ollie MacKay

Nikki Daisher Family

The Daisher family is doing well in Idaho. I, Nikki, see my mom, Dorothy, most days. She seems content and is as good as can be expected. My dad lives two doors down from us and is doing well. My kids help him with his yard work and we enjoy dinner together once a week. I also have lunch with Jeff, Janice and my dad once a week. 

This year, we all went on a big trip. 3 weeks in Europe! We did a quick few days in London, almost two weeks around Italy and a week in the Swiss Alps. Miles taught students in Italy and Switzerland;  BASE jumping from cliffs. It was a fantastic few weeks for our family. Last year we had an exchange student for a year from Italy, her name  is Lovin. We were able to stay with her family in northern Italy for a week and it was very special for all of us. 

Dorothy finished her freshman year at Boise State University. She loved her first year and will be back for her sophomore year in the fall. She is a BSU cheerleader which keeps her very busy! She flies for the team, not only do they cheer and support their football and basketball teams, but they also compete in cheer. They took 3rd at the College National Championships in Orlando! She will be cheering next year too. We have season tickets to all the home football games and have loved watching her on the Smurf turf!

Audrey will be a senior this year. Audrey is a talented artist and has taken a special interest in pottery. She is thinking she will also attend BSU. 

Eli will be starting High school in the fall and getting his drivers license this summer! Eli is on a traveling soccer team and stays busy with soccer year round. 

Miles continues to do demonstration jumps into events for Red Bull, teach students to BASE jump and do Hollywood work whenever possible. He stays busy and travels frequently. 

I manage the crazy schedule of our family coming and going, help Miles with his schedule and invoicing. I also have an Airbnb in Twin and Boise I take care of, not to mention our other long term properties. In my free time I have taken up river rafting and love taking multi day trips. 
Debbie MacKay Weaver Family

Exciting year for our family. Michael is getting married to his longtime girlfriend Michelle June 28th at Samuel’s Grande Manor. Only a couple week away!
Been very busy and also very exciting!
Me and Marty continue to love our home in Wilson and hopefully soon get our boat in the water for the season. Beautiful sunsets to enjoy!
Our furniture store continues to do well. This year will mark 100 years in business for Pies Furniture in Lockport!
Hope all is well and healthy with everyone.

            Debbie MacKay Weaver
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