MacKay Clan Courier
EDITION # 65






JULY 2004

[image: image1.jpg]Z MAGEKAY z





MacKay Clan Grand Council

Kenneth MacKay, Chieftain

Stuart MacKay, Chieftain Emeritus

Helen Sutton

Gary Martineck

Marvin Dunn

John MacKay

Roy McCready

Donald Martineck

Roger MacKay

Edward MacKay

Jim Sarra

Advisory Board

Ginny Clark


Marilyn Cash

Milford Dunn

Jerry MacKay

Mark McCready

Bob Sutton

Robert MacKay

Tom MacKay

Chaplain:   Rev. Raymond Dunn

Historians:   Dawn Sutton

                     Adele MacKay

This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated in loving memory to Mickey Martineck, who passed away on February 4, 2004. He is greatly missed. 

The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

36TH ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072.

Photo Exchange

All clan members are encouraged to bring any extra photographs from Clan events for a “Photo Exchange” at the Reunion. Whether you have some extra doubles or in some cases triples, it’s a good opportunity to clean out that photo box. We’ll set up a table and everyone can take any pictures they’d like.

New Members to the Clan

Miles Dasher, by marriage to Nikki Geist on February 14, 2004.

Lea Potts, by marriage to Greg Sutton on June 12, 2004.

Neal Conley, by marriage to Holly MacKay on September 6, 2003.

Alyssa MacKay, by birth to Jeff and Karen MacKay.

Mallory McCarthy, by birth to Dan and Lori McCarthy.

Anthony Ippolito, by birth to Karen and Joe Ippolito.

Welcome to the MacKay Clan!!!

MacKay Clan Web site

www.mackayclan.org
The web site is still going strong – check it out! We hope to continue to expand it, especially in the area of Clan History.

We still have a link for “lost” family members – where are they? There are several clan members for whom we have no address, no family updates, or have an invalid e-mail address. If you have updated info on any of these folks, let us know – we haven’t received any info recently.

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. At the reunion last year we asked for someone from each branch of the family to type the biography of their original sibling in a Word document and submit, but we have only received two! Please help us complete this project. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@adelphia.net. 

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

    Roger MacKay Family News

 Greetings to family members. All is well with our family. Roger was
hospitalized in February and again in March with heart related issues, but
is doing very well now. In February, he had a pace maker/defibrillator
implant performed as a "safety net." Rog calls it his personal engine
analyzer.

In March, we made a trip to Florida to visit friends and had a wonderful time in the Naples area. We then moved on to Lake Wales where we visited friends in a retirement community and fell in love with the "easy livin" and warm temperatures! As a result, we will be spending the month of January there with the hope of finding a unit for a longer period of time the following year.

We sold our appraisal business and that has afforded us much more leisure time. This is a good thing and so far, we've not been bored. We have some road trips planned with the T-Bird and look forward to spending those times with our friends.

Tommy surprized us with a visit to WNY recently. He has been on the South
Beach diet, working out daily and is now a mean and lean 185 pounds! He's looking good and enjoying his life in the south.

Debbie, Rod and their family are all doing well in their new home in
Lockport. Michael is very active in sports and following in his Grandpa's
love of baseball. Samantha continues to do well and will be celebrating her
eleventh birthday in July.

Look forward to seeing you all in August!



Bob Sutton Family News

All is well with the Sutton family. Kelly and Pete built a new home in West Chester, Pa last year. It's a beautiful, huge 2-story house with a nice lawn. The dogs are delighted to finally have grass to romp around in. They are about 45 minutes away from us now. 
While Kel and Pete were between houses, they stayed with us for about 5 days. Unfortunately, that was when the hurricane hit, so we had 4 adults and 3 dogs in a townhouse with no electricity for 3 days. Luckily, we did have hot water and could flush the toilets. It was definitely like camping out.
Bob is doing very well since his by-pass surgery, but he has a problem getting through the month of February. This year he slipped on black ice while walking Button and completely tore the tendon in his left knee. He had surgery to repair it, and once again I was his personal chauffeur for about 6 weeks. Driving your husband everywhere is a real test of a marriage, and doing this 2 years in a row is asking too much! Bob is doing very well, still going to therapy but able to get out on the links.
Since Bob was operated on the day before our 35th wedding anniversary, I spent that auspicious day with Kelly. We took the train to New York City and saw Nathan Lane and Matthew Broderick in "The Producers." I gave up the 3-day trip we had planned, but I wasn't about to give up the show. Poor Bob was home in bed recovering from surgery. Our friends stopped in to feed him and give him his medicine. Guess I won't win the nurse of the year award.
Our big news is that Greg got married on Saturday June 12th in Virginia Beach. He popped the question on New Year's Eve and 5 days later left for Bolivia, Columbia for 4 months. Lea basically planned the wedding alone, with lots of help from her parents. It was a beautiful day and a beautiful wedding. They are now on their honeymoon -- 1 week in Mexico on the beach and 10 days in Vancouver on the slopes.
Lea is a naval fighter pilot. She also attended the Naval Academy one year behind Greg, but they didn't know each other at college. She owes the Navy 4 more years, so Greg is getting out of the Navy the end of this month to follow her wherever she is assigned. Needless to say, since Lea does not have orders yet, they have no idea where they will be living. Greg doesn't know what he'll be doing either. 
Lea is a real delight and definitely a match for Greg. We are very happy to welcome her into our family. 
Bob and I are looking forward to the reunion, as always.




Nau Family News

John's guitar amplifier business continues to thrive and he is playing is so many different bands-the family has lost track. (Unfortunately he has a music conflict on Clan weekend-so maybe we can bring a picture of him.) He is putting his talents to excellent use. He is also busy with managing Julia's U13 travel soccer team. 

Marjie continues to work at M&T Bank in the Consumer Lending Division. Since one year has passed after the Allfirst merger, of course the rumors are starting again of what will be next. Hopefully the Baltimore relatives are enjoying the M&T Bank Ravens Stadium (Not just M&T-empty-have to say Bank in the name). Marjie continue as a Church School superintendent and youth group advisor. 

Lisa went to London, Dublin and Wales during Spring break with school. She will be heading this summer to Dungannon, VA for a church diocese work week (similar to Habitat for Humanity). Marjie and Lisa will be exploring college campuses this summer before she enters her Senior Year. She is also working at a Scrapbook store (the MacKay crafting genes) and is redoing her parents' wedding album. The project is done in secret-so we are anxiously waiting for the unveiling. 

Julia is finishing 8th grade and is very busy with Travel and school soccer. She proved her math whiz status by getting a 97 on her final. 

The whole family hopes to hit the Jersey shore for vacation during the one week in the summer that isn't already occupied by soccer camps, games or tournaments and church camps and excursions as well as music gigs. 

Watts Family News

Kristina Watts’ big news this year is that she is engaged! 

 I started dating Jon Krzos last summer.  (In fact, our second “date” was a ride up to the airport so I could come home for the reunion!)  We met through a mutual friend and hit it off right away. About seven months later, we went to Key West for Valentine's Day weekend.   After a day of scuba diving on Saturday, Sunday had no agenda (or so I thought) – just a day of relaxing in the sun.  In the afternoon we wandered back to the hotel.  We decided to sit on the porch/balcony area on the swing to read for a while.  When we sat down, Jon pulled out a walkman, saying he had a present for me.  I put on the headphones and smiled when the first chords of Rick Springfield's "Kristina" came on.   Earlier, I had told Jon that I'd know the guy who was perfect for me when he played a certain song for me.  If the guy knew me well enough, the song would be obvious.  I'm not sure if my family helped him figure out the song, but he got it right.  I was happy and excited and loving him for his thoughtfulness, but it didn't occur to me that there would be more to this treat.  During the next song, he reached into his bookbag for something and knelt down on bended knee.  I don't think it was until he opened the ring box that I fully understood what was going on.  He said "Will you marry me?"  and I think I paused for a second out of surprise before I wrapped my arms around him and said yes.  (It wasn't exactly a tough decision.)  The wedding is planned for June 2005.  He is also originally from western New York (we both currently live in Arlington, VA), so that makes things easier.  The ceremony will be in Allegany State Park, surrounded by the beauty of nature.  We hope to make it to this year’s reunion, so you all can meet him...

Thoughts on this Crazy World

I am currently overjoyed with the thoughts of my upcoming wedding. I couldn't be happier to be planning a ceremony and a life together with the person I love.   Unfortunately, the extreme joy I feel is marred by my sadness and anger - no, infuriation - over the current injustice suffered by our society that prevents many of my friends from enjoying the same opportunities that I have, with their own chosen spouses.  

I am just learning about the many federal protections and responsibilities that Jon and I will have as a married couple, but that are denied to homosexual families because they cannot legally marry in this country.  Here are just a few: 

· Ability to make decisions on a partner's behalf in a medical emergency. 

· Up to 12 weeks leave from work to care for a seriously ill partner or parent of a partner. 

· Parenting responsibilities of children brought into a family through birth, adoption, surrogacy or other means. 

· Ability to purchase continued health coverage for a domestic partner after the loss of a job. 

In his announcement that he encourages a constitutional amendment that would ban recognition of same-sex marriages in the United States, Bush said that “Our government should respect every person and protect the institution of marriage.” The hypocrisy in that statement is evident.   How can the happiness that a gay couple would share in a loving, committed, federally-sanctioned marriage pose any threat whatsoever to a heterosexual relationship?  It is the opposite of “respect” to treat people unfairly.

Furthermore, this constitutional amendment would be the first to limit the rights and freedoms of a specific group of citizens of this country, rather than expand them.   To me, this sounds very un-American.

I hate that current politics is dampening the happiest time of my life; however my conscience cannot allow me to bask in the joys that I am privilege to while others are treated unjustly.  As a special engagement present to me, I urge you to take a few minutes and reflect on this issue.  If you come to the conclusion, as I have, that there is absolutely no reason why all people should not be entitled to the same rights under our Constitution, regardless of their sexual preference (or any other aspect of our unique personalities, for that matter), please contact your Congressional representatives and let them know how you feel.  To find contact information for the elected officials in your state, go to http://www.congress.org/congressorg/dbq/officials
Thank you very much.  And please, don’t forget to vote this November!  

With respect for the dignity and worth of all people,
Kristina

Lawrence Family News

We always seem to be either going on a trip or planning the next one.  It keeps us busy and gives us something to look forward to.  As with many of our trips we participate in races, usually either Marathons (26.2 miles) or Half Marathons (13.1 miles).  This past year has been no different.  In October a group of our friends and club mates traveled to the Washington DC area to participate in the Marine Corps Marathon.  This event is special for us because this is where Eileen and I met in 1986.  In addition to completing the Marathon we toured DC, which is always interesting.

In January we made our annual trek to Disney World.  Dave walked the Marathon while Eileen and several of our friends opted for the Half Marathon (it shows you who the smart one is in our family!).  Following the race we spent the next week going to the Parks.  No matter how many times we to go to Disney, there is always something new and it is just a happy place to be.  On this trip we got to experience Mission Space, which is a simulator in which you experience a ride on a space shuttle.  Not for the weak of heart, but a lot of fun.

In May we took another Disney vacation, but this time we went on the Disney Cruise prior to going to the parks.  We took nephew Stuart with us and had a great time.  We’re not cruise experts, but really enjoyed this one.  Thanks to Dan & Mary Jane McCarthy who transported us back and forth, it made the trip just that more enjoyable.  It was great to spend some time with them.  They even joined us one day as we toured Epcot’s Flower and Garden show and then had a nice dinner at the San Angel Inn at the Mexico Pavilion.

Recently Eileen and I both qualified for the Empire State Games.  We’re most likely two of the oldest competitors at the Games.  Someday the youngsters will catch up to us, but for now we are enjoying the opportunity.  This year the Games will be held in Binghamton at the end of July.  For the third year in a row our walking club is participating in and American Cancer Society Relay For Life.  This year the event is being held at Parker Field in Tonawanda on June 18-19.  Most weekends we participate in local races, which keeps us fit and busy.  We look forward to seeing everyone at the Reunion this year.

McCarthy Family News

 Things have been busy with the family since the first of the year.  Dan and I went cruising again and so did Tim and his family.  Dan and I took a quick cruise on the Costa Mediterrainea right after the first of the year.  Traveling on an Italian liner was an experience, with a multinational group of passengers and crew. We had to stand on the deck for quite a while as they conducted the lifeboat drill in five different languages.  

Tim, Michelle, Monica, JJ, and Reese along with Michelle’s mother and younger brother were off in February on the Disney Magic to the western Caribbean.  They had a great time in Mexico and hope to go again in few years.  

This April, Dan and I took a repositioning cruise from Fort Lauderdale to Barcelona on the Celebrity Millennium.   The ship and the entertainment were wonderful.  We stopped in Bermuda, Madeira, Portugal and Spain.  We loved Barcelona and Dan has become quite fond of sangria as a result of this trip.


We’ve had a chance to see some of the family, too.  Ginny (Clark) arrived for her winter visit in February.  We kept her busy with projects and visits to her friends in Palm Beach. 

We also got to visit with Dave and Eileen (Lawrence) twice.  First at the Disney Marathon, where they ran and we volunteered with registration and finish line food and drinks.  Then this May, we picked up Dave, Eileen and nephew Stuart {MacKay) and took them to Port Canaveral to board the Disney Wonder for a three day trip to the Bahamas.  We met them at Epcot when they returned and enjoyed the flower show, a Mexican dinner and the fireworks together. Stuart seemed to be having the time of his life. I heard that he earned the money for his trip working his paper route.  Good for him.

The rest of our family is doing fine.  We got to baby-sit our newest grandchild, Mallory, while Dan and Lori went on a boating weekend to the Keys in April.  Megan and Steve (Francis) continue to enjoy the home in Winter Park.  They also volunteered at the Disney Marathon and plan to enter the Half Marathon next year.  Dave and Eileen have really started something.


Dan and I won’t be at the reunion this year as we will be on – another cruise.  This one is going from Copenhagen to Athens where the ship will serve as a hotel for the Olympics.  Unfortunately we can afford to stay during the games.  The rate for a three-day stay is more then the cost of our entire 16-day trip.  We will be thinking of you all as we dock in Monte Carlo on picnic day.

Mary Jane McCarthy

Don Martineck Family News

Hello Family!! 

All is well with us - we're looking forward to seeing you all soon. 

We are continuing to enjoy working on our house room by room, and every time we accomplish another task it gives us renewed hope that we'll completely finish before we die! (HA HA). Our newest project is actually two fold. Early this year we went to Gary & Bonnie's in Ohio to visit a local winery and make some of our own wine from scratch - something Don has wanted to try for quite some time. We all had great fun doing it, so Don & I decided to try it right here in our own basement - a 100 year old damp, dark basement isn't good for much else except a winery! After some dry lock paint and lots of sweeping & vacuuming our first batch is fermenting as we speak. 

Don's job changed in 2003 since the Newfane school budget didn't pass - the security officers' positions were removed and Don became a personal care aide to a 10 year old boy completely disabled with Cerebal Palsy. His name is Andrew and he has stolen Don's heart for sure. The physical part of the job is very hard on Don's back, knees and neck but the "love" part seems to be keeping it all going. Don has been notified Compensation okayed his knee surgery (FINALLY) so that will be scheduled for early September - after our vacations. It's their turn to wait now since he's been waiting for an answer for 8 months! 

Our camping schedule is very exciting this summer - a week in Finger Lakes, a week in Nicks Lake near Old Forge, and 2 short excursions to Lakeside Beach about 20 minutes from our house, but far enough away that it counts! We don't miss the kennel anyway, but being able to pack & go really reminds us why. We do, however, miss having a pet - we lost our last dog around Thanksgiving last year and vowed to try it without an animal in the house. Don's doing well - I'm okay until I see one or get to hold one ---- but the house sure is clean, and I really like that! 

Jim is supposed to be writing his own article, but with just finishing his Masters May 22, buying a house May 12 and being in very busy in his Financial Analyst job at GM these days, he may not get time so here are the highlights. Taylor, 8 years old, is wonderful and loves softball - her second year at it and we see alot of improvement. Jim's fiance Chrissy works full time for her brother from April until October in his blacktop business so Matthew (her 3 year old) has just begun to experience the wonderful world of day care - so far, not real impressed, but getting better! They're both delighted with home ownership - Chrissy has a real knack for decorating and the house is really turning into a home. Jim is learning about tools with his father's help, and getting good at it, says Don proudly. Their house is in North Tonawanda - they are neighbors with Mark now. The address is 217 Lindsay Place N. Tonawanda NY 14120 New phone 692-8856. Put them on your address list. 

Travel safely to reunion - it will be here before we know it!!!! 

Love, Don & Linda

Jim Martineck News


Everything here is great.  Chrissy and I moved into our new house in North Tonawanda in late-April.  We are both working hard: Chrissy for her brother’s blacktop sealing business, and me for GM in Tonawanda.  I graduated from Niagara University in May with an MBA in accounting, and I’m applying to Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business for their Masters of Science in Finance program.

Taylor is finishing second grade and is more than ready for third grade.  Her grades are outstanding and she actually behaves in school (unlike her father!).  She also recently finished her second year of little league softball.  She showed great improvement over last year, but she still has a way to go.  Matthew is now attending a pre-k/daycare program three days a week.  He has a great time playing with the other kids, doing arts and crafts, and participating in gymnastics.  He is getting bigger and smarter every day.  He looks like such an angel, but can be such a little devil.

We are looking forward to seeing you all on Sunday.  Unfortunately, we have weddings to attend on Friday and Saturday.

    Gerald F. MacKay Family News

This year I’ve decided to provide HEADLINE bullets on the deferent things happening in our Family:

“The Road to--, Africa, ---Italy” Jerry & Beth have been so involved in traveling to different place plus other matters that I’ve suggest that they contribute their own Newsletter.

“Moving on down the road” besides being involved with the merger of JPMorgan Chase and Bank One where are Middle Market HQ is now out of Chicago and all meeting are shown in CDT, our office moved from betw 40 & 41st Streets on Ave of the Americas to 1166 Ave of the Americas betw 45th & 46th. Great view but a longer walk.


“Driving Miss Doris” – Doris just gets cuter by the minute. Damien & Liz seem to have the terrible threes well under control as she follows instruction pretty well and is very polite. Also Liz is now behind the wheel and says that with Doris in the back she has become a very Defensive Driver. Finally their family drove recently to Conn. to visit an Aquarium.

“LV to NYC via ND” – Robert a few months back drove out to Las Vegas to bring   his girl friend Kathleen back to NYC. Kathleen’s Family lives in Rochester and are big backers of the ”Fighting Irish” so a stop at South Bend was called for. Also Rob has now doubled the size of his 99-cent store near Uniondale the summer home of the JETS.


“Trip on the Wild Side” – Chris has now made it official as he has accepted a position in the Education Area of The NY Wildlife Assn AKA “The Bronx Zoo” – for out of Towner’s that the real zoo & not Yankee Stadium. I think his girl friend Liz, who is a teacher, is happy with his decision but we’ll find out more as we look forward to spending the 4th of July with her Family.


“School days school days, dear old”  speaking of back to school, Mary Ellen starts this Fall, working for another Graduate degree at Fordham University. I think its great! We also did a little traveling going again to Florida, visiting Disney, Tampa, Sarasota & West Palm Who knows this may become an annual event.


“A Tale of Two Cities” – In this case the cities are New York & London. Johanna really enjoys the large metro environment attending NYU. Last week she flew off to London for a six-week course at NYU’s London campus. What a wonderful place to study English Lit.


“The little train that could” – talking about the Air Train that runs from Jamaica station LIRR to JFK. What a covenience! As I used it to go from work in NYC to the airport to meet up with Mary Ellen & Jose as we were involved with both arrivals & departures. Beth & Jerry’s flight from Buffalo arrived at 9:15 vs. 6:15 pm and Johanna’s flight to England left at 10 vs. 9pm. The next day the family, Beth, Jerry, Rob, Kathleen Liz and Doris went to Mary Sarsfields (our niece) HS graduation. She’s attending UB next year. The young gang went out on Rob’s annual DJ cruise off of Long Island and Mary Ellen & I took care of Doris. No problem! What a terrific granddaughter, Nana & Pop Pop have.

Regards to all. Hope to see you at the Clan Meeting.

John R. MacKay



Jerry MacKay Family News





To say we’ve had a fairly interesting go of it during the past 12 months is quite the understatement...

There was our Christmas trip to Africa to produce a film for the Malawi Children’s Village. “Juma’s Story”, about a boy who becomes a famous athlete only to have his life cut short by AIDS, will be shown to audiences throughout Malawi as an AIDS education tool. We spent two weeks in the country of Malawi working on the film, which will premiere at the Buffalo Market Arcade Film & Arts Center on July 10th. Heat, disease, stolen passports…the trip had it all. But the people in Malawi were living proof as to why the country is referred to as the “Warm Heart of Africa”. (For info about the premiere of Juma’s Story, call me at Full Circle Studios: 716-875-7740)

Then there was our two week trip to Europe in April. Our visit started in France, in the city of Lyon (Highlights: good food, great jazz, and a really stupid camera thief). After several days, we travelled to Switzerland and the town of Lauterbrunnen (Highlights: more good food, amazing scenery, and a trip to the Schilthorn, a mountain lookout featured in the James Bond film “On Her Majesty’s Secret Service”). Then we travelled to Italy, where we met up with friends from Genoa. Our Italian hosts treated us to an authentic Italian experience, complete with great food and crazy drivers. We also visited Cinque Terra, Florence, and Venice.

Upon our return, it was time to move. No, not us personally (we just did that two years ago), but my place of employment, Full Circle Studios. Our entire operation has moved to downtown Buffalo, into the Ansonia Center on Main Street (and talk about coming full circle…Beth and I used to live in the building!) Our workspace is much nicer, we’re much closer to other businesses and entertainment, and my 11 minute driving commute has turned into an 8 minute bicycle commute.

But the biggest news of the year has to be that Beth and I now have cellphones.

If you would like to see more of Africa&Europe,goto http://www.fullcirclestudios.com/mackay.html and check out the photo gallery and the  “Africa” section.

Jim Sarra Family News

Michael moved to an apartment in the Elmwood Strip area of Buffalo with 3 friends (one of whom purchased the house). The lower flat is conveniently rented out to 4 co-eds! His car was recently broken into, and his dashboard ripped apart to gain access to his car stereo. Also taken was his 250 Phish CD collection, something he has been accumulating for years.

Christine continues to substitute teach and work a second job. She is reevaluating her plans for the fall at this time. She and boyfriend Jeremy traveled with Jim and Sue to Florida for Easter, and stayed at our condo for a few days. We stayed for 2 weeks, and had a great vacation – got to meet some of our neighbors – one from Scotland who owns a specialty Scotch bottling  company! In February we took a trip to Lake Tahoe/Reno for Nikki and Miles’ wedding. What a beautiful area, the sights are breathtaking! Meeting Miles and his daredevil friends was a treat. 

Apparently the extra time playing golf in Florida has paid off – Jim and Sue won the Mr. and Mrs. Tan Tara golf tournament – overall low gross. They will be playing in the Buffalo District tournament right before the reunion. 

With luck the updating of our front entrance will be completed before the reunion – new door and railings – finally!!

Geist Family News

Dorothy and Harold have had an exciting year with their youngest daughter Nikki getting married, moving back to Twin Falls, and expecting her first child (this is the 14th grandchild). They were able to travel to Florida this past spring with Jeff, Janice and their two kids Ashley and Ryan to enjoy Disney World and all the fun parks. Jeff will be doing his second Ironman Competition this June!! Harry and Dorothy then spent 2 weeks in Ireland with Karen, Joe and their four kids. We were so glad to see them go on vacation, Harry spends most of his retired time working on the yard, baby sitting, and fixing up their rental apartments. Dorothy continues to try and slow down at work (so she says, but nobody really believes it). Wendy and her three boys spend much of their time in their cabin in the mountains of Idaho. Pete and Laurie are doing well in Kuna, Idaho (outside Boise) with their 4 children. Pete continues to do amazing landscaping and won an award this year for best landscaped yard. 

Nikki Geist is now a Daisher! She married Miles Edwin Daisher this past Valentine's Day in Truckee, CA. The wedding was held on the top of a mountain in a beautiful house overlooking Donner Lake. Miles and his groomsmen kicked off the festivities with a skydive for the viewing pleasure of the guests about 45 minutes prior to the wedding. Guess this is the spot to mention that he is a professional skydiver and BASE jumper (look for him on the Discover Channel, Fox Sports Net, Outdoor Life Network, and several Outdoor adventure films and magazines including Sports Illustrated). We were able to include all 13 of Nikki's nieces and nephews and Miles' 2 nephews, it was quite a site. The ring bearers stole the show when they performed right on cue (that is Nikki gave a whistle when it was time and down ran their two dogs Wiley and Tegan, who then spent the rest of the ceremony curled up on Nikki's train). I heard both Uncle Jim and Aunt Sue Sarra say they saw several firsts at this wedding. Nikki and Miles spent a month in New Zealand last fall, filming a 2 hour special for the Discover Channel, which aired for the first time the day after the wedding! They just recently returned from a trip to Thailand. They have moved back to Idaho and are awaiting the birth of their their first child!! (If it is a girl her name will be Dorothy Sarra Daisher!)

Ed MacKay Family News

Great excitement last summer when Holly married Neil Conley in a beautiful Labor Day Weekend ceremony that brought together guests from all over the country.  The weather could not have been more gorgeous….brilliant sun, temperatures in the 70s, sailboats and fishing boats on sparkling water….what could be better?  Neil’s a super addition to the MacKay family.  He cemented his place in Cameron’s heart by tearing open his jacket at the UNH/UConn hockey game to reveal a UConn T-shirt.  Now, hockey is taken very seriously here in New Hampshire, and the UConn team is a fledgling organization, not really at the UNH level.  No matter: in a sea of diehard UNH fans, Neil proclaimed his allegiance for all to see.  Cameron thinks Neil is the best….and the rest of us agree!

Holly and Neil live in DC where Holly is an attorney with the firm of Williams and Connolly.  Neil works as an information security consultant, and they are currently spending enormous amounts of time house-hunting.  They also run and do triathlons.

Cameron is entering her junior year at the University of Connecticut where she is a broadcast journalism/communications double major and Dean’s List student.  She is a men’s basketball team manager (National Champions 2004), writes for the Daily Campus newspaper, joined Delta Gamma sorority, broadcasts play-by-play for both men’s and women’s sports, works at the radio station and TV station, and volunteers at local fundraisers.  Cameron assures Ed that she does indeed have time to attend class.

After Cam completes a biology class at UNH toward the end of June, she will fly to London for 6 weeks in the New York University Journalism in London Program.  Soon after, Ed and I will fly to the same spot….seems a good reason to travel and we haven’t had a vacation in a long time.

Ed remains in his position as Vice Chancellor and Treasurer of the University System of New Hampshire, and I am still the Guidance Director at our local high school.  I am now working with kids of kids….think it’s time to move on?







