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This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated in loving memory to Stuart MacKay, Chieftain Emeritus, who passed away on January 4, 2005. He is greatly missed. 

The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Chieftain’s Message

Dear MacKay Clan,
The Book of Kells, one of the great tourist attractions of Dublin, was stolen from the Scots over a millennium ago.  When reading that, it might sound like I know a great deal about Irish history.  I don’t.  I read about the Book of Kells on a coffee mug in a souvenir shop near Trinity College.  As you may have guessed, I’m writing this from Dublin, Ireland where I’m teaching an architectural design studio for eight weeks.

Last year was my first year as Chieftain and I failed to write a message for the Newsletter.  Monica reminded me a week or more ago, but I had again forgotten.  When I was reading about the Book of Kells, I heard bagpipes and when I walked around the corner, there was a young man in a kilt playing for the crowd.

I hope all of you can make it to the MacKay Clan Reunion this year.  I’ll be back in Buffalo in mid-July and look forward to seeing each and every one of you.

Ken MacKay

37TH ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072.

Photo and Clan Courier Exchange

The photo exchange at last year’s reunion was such a success, we will be doing it again this year. Everyone is encouraged to bring any extra Clan photos for a Photo Exchange at the Reunion. This year we are adding past editions of the Clan Courier.  If you have any extra copies of past Couriers please bring them. Also, check to see if you are missing any past editions. You can try to find your missing editions.

New Members to the Clan

Dorothy Sarra Dasher, born to Nikki and Miles Daisher on August 1, 2004.

Patrick Newton, by marriage to Hope Crocker.

Brody Newton, born to Hope and Patrick Newton.

Paige Gonzales, born to Nicole and Alex Gonzales on December 12, 2004

Chrissy Baughman, by marriage to Jim Martineck on December26, 2004.

Frederic George Tzetzo, born to Susan and Jim Tzetzo on April 15, 2005

Jon Krzos, by marriage to Kristina Watts on June 4, 2005

Welcome to the MacKay Clan!!!

Clan Finances

    Do you know what the expenses of the Clan include? It begins with the Clan Courier you’re looking at. Paper, envelopes, postage add up. While we have saved on these expenses since obtaining the Clan web site, that also cost money to maintain – annual fees for the domain name and space on the Web. In addition there are memorial flowers and other incidental expenses.

     While the Reunion is self-supporting, this is only possible by the generosity of all of the families that “run” the various contests and events – their donated prizes equate to very generous Clan donations.

     Please see Linda’s article below on how you can contribute to help out with Clan expenses. 

New Registration Chairman

Linda Martineck
 

    Since last August when Aunt Helen passed the sacred briefcase to me, I have been gearing up to grab you at the door and take your money - such a nice way to be greeted, isn't it? Granted, nobody will EVER be able to totally fill Aunt Helen's shoes ( I do have really big feet, though ), but I will do my level best to meet the challenge - SO DON'T AVOID ME. 

    We had a meeting at Jim & Sue's like we do every year in May to get things rolling, and we realized that we are in a bit of money trouble. We all got talking about it and realized that there used to be TWO boxes on the registration table - one for registration, and another for "contributions", or dues, if you will - some never liked the term dues, but lets, face it - money is money, and we have come to the conclusion we need some!  The Contribution Box will be making a return appearance this year and in years to come - put in it what you can, please. Don will also be trying a fundraiser idea - he will be running a 50-50 Split Drawing. I would like to hear from anyone who has ideas or comments concerning this matter. 

     For those unable to attend this year’s reunion, please mail your contributions to me directly –

Linda Martineck

1713 Pallister Ave Box 33

Barker, NY 14012

MacKay Clan Web site

www.mackayclan.org
The web site is still going strong – check it out! It includes Clan Courier issues, the Clan Directory, info about the Reunion, game results from last year’s reunion. We hope to continue to expand it, especially in the area of Clan History.

We still have a link for “lost” family members – where are they? There are several clan members for whom we have no address, no family updates, or have an invalid e-mail address. If you have updated info on any of these folks, let us know – we haven’t received any info recently.

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. At the reunion last year we asked for someone from each branch of the family to type the biography of their original sibling in a Word document and submit, but we have only received two! Please help us complete this project. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@adelphia.net. 

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

 Roger MacKay Family News

 Our past year has been a busy but fun-filled time as we spread our wings and became “Snow Birds” for the first time.  We spent two months in Lake Wales, Florida where our friends found us a rental in Saddlebag Lake Resort.  The people there were very friendly and made us feel right at home as they welcomed us into their community.  While the winds blew and the snow piled up in WNY, we were so happy to be enjoying the warm sunshine and activities that Florida provided to us.  Next year will be a three month stay.


We visited brother Tom in Wilmington, NC on our way home.  He has a beautiful home on a golf course there (of course!) and gave us a great tour of the area.  We visited the historic Wilmington as well as the beaches which were only minutes away.  It was nice to see him and his new friend, Maddy, who works with Tom at the senior facility.


Rog’s low rider truck is now our cruiser and we have set the “old” car hobby aside for awhile and have opened a new chapter in our life.  We have purchased a motorhome and have several camping trips planned with our friends.   A Blue Grass Jamboree in Coventryville  will be one of the first trips.   Hopefully, the grandchildren will be able to join us for some of the camp-outs. 


An extremely busy schedule is the way of life for Debbie and Rod, but all are doing well.  Michael has been active in soccer and baseball and has also taken up playing the clarinet.  Proud grandparents say that he excels in all areas!  Samantha continues to do well and will celebrate her l3th birthday this July.


Our best wishes to all and especially to Uncle Don and Aunt Helen as they celebrated their 60th anniversary recently.  Congratulations!


Love from Roger and Phyllis

Ken MacKay Family News

As I write this, Ken is in Ireland, and has been since mid-May.  He’ll stay until mid-July teaching a dozen students from the University at Buffalo’s Department of Architecture.  Last fall an opportunity came up within the department to present new proposals for study abroad programs.  Ken and I had heard an architecture couple from Dublin speak at the University in the spring 2004.  I do think Ken felt a connection to them.  In addition, Ireland is experiencing quite an economic boom.  Irish architects are rising to the top in the international world of architecture.  Hopefully Ken will have lots of stories to tell upon his return.

In the meantime…Stuart is just about finished with his freshman year at Canisius High School.  It’s been a great fit for him.  He’s excelling academically and trying new things.  Since last August he has trained and been a member of the freshman/novice Crew Team.  What a commitment!  It’s been a very good thing for him.  He has participated in local regattas at West Side Rowing Club and even made a team trip up to Saratoga Springs for the State Regatta.  This summer he’s planning to try out as a member for West Side’s ‘Junior B’ men’s team.

Emily finished her first semester of college after deciding to give it a try in January.  She had a great semester at Buffalo State College.  Besides juggling commuting to college, Emily kept her job through the Ken-Ton YMCA that she had landed back in September.  Some days she worked off-site as a counselor with the school age child care program (you may call her “Miss Emily”).  Other days/evenings, she mans the front desk at the Y.  And if you happen to call over there, she ALWAYS answers the phone with a cheerful hello!  This summer she’ll be a senior counselor for the summer day camp run through the Y.

Parker is plugging away at college.  Last December he was inducted into Phi Alpha Delta, a pre-law and law fraternity.  He’ll serve as treasurer through next school year.  From January to May of this year, Parker was an intern in State Legislator Robin Schimminger’s office.  I think he’s hoping to find more of these internships.  Anybody want to buy a motorcycle out there?  Parker is trying, trying to sell his Suzuki motorcycle, GSX-R1000 (which this mom is very glad about), so he can hop across the big pond and spend some time in Ireland and anywhere else the cheap fares over there can take him.  Call him at 716-574-3276.

I’m keeping busy with a job with a local landscaper.  For a short time (Mother’s to Father’s Day) she operates a plant stand/garden center from her store at Belmont & Highland in Tonawanda.  That’s a lot of work moving plants/dirt around!  Once that closes down I’m staying on for more ‘administrative’ jobs (helping to keep her organized).  I’m really enjoying it and needless to say, getting a lot done in my own gardens.

We are missing Stu, each in our own way.  I like to think that he’s smiling down on all of us, happy to see us doing the things we are.

But when the slates came off, extravagant
Sky entered and held surprise wide open.


From The Skylight

Seamus Heaney

Love from the Kenneth S. MacKay Family



Bob Sutton Family News

  This has been a year of change for the Sutton family.  Greg got married last June 12th, got out of the Navy the end of last June and bought a house on the waterfront just south of Annapolis in November.  Lea, his wife, is a Navy fighter pilot; so they bought a plane on E-Bay!  Greg went to Florida for the month of August to take flying lessons.  He was rudely interrupted by the four hurricanes that hit in that month.  Greg is now working in Laurel, MD for the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab and loves his job.  He is the liaison for Hopkins and Special Forces -- right up his alley!  Lea gave up her flying status and is stationed at the Pentagon.  They both have quite a commute but love living on the water.  They have done a tremendous job renovating their home, which is lovely.

   Kelly and Pete both retired from MBNA America on March 30th.  They couldn’t refuse the generous severance package that was offered.  They’re truly enjoying the leisure life, but Pete is looking for work.  At this writing he is in Denver interviewing for a job.  Kelly has opted to wait until Pete gets a new job before she looks.  Of course, we hope they stay in this area, but we know they need to go where the work is.

   Bob decided that we should downsize ONE MORE TIME, so we sold our 4-story townhouse in Wilmington and have moved to an over-55 development just across the state line in Boothwyn, PA.  It’s in a new development which will eventually have a club house, pitch and putt golf course, indoor/outdoor pool, exercise room, walking trails, etc.  We now are basically on one level with a huge loft which we don’t often use at this point.  The exterior is completely maintained by the association, which suits Bob completely.  We are also building a home in Sarasota, FL and hope, once we both retire, to live half the year in Florida and half in Pennsylvania.  I’m further away from my job in Baltimore but am still making the trip twice a week.  I don’t know how long that will last, but I don?t mind the commute right now because the weather is good.  Bob is talking about retirement in 3 years. (I’m sure I’ll retire before he does.)

   In April we went to Florida for a week and stayed with Jim and Sue Sarra in their lovely condo in Venice.  We had a great time, played lots of golf -- some of us played better than others, but names will not be mentioned.  The weather was beautiful -- I could get used to that warm sunshine quickly!

   On May 5th Helen and Don celebrated their 60th anniversary.  We surprised them at dinner when all of their grandchildren showed up.  It was a great way to celebrate a huge milestone in their lives.

   Bob and I are looking forward to seeing everyone in August.  Thankfully, this year has seen no major medical problems, and we plan to keep it that way.

Nau Family News

The Nau family is doing well.  John's business is keeping him quite busy on top of many band gigs.  Marjie continues to work at M&T Bank-she has been out for a few weeks due to an elbow surgery.  Lisa is graduating from the Aquinas Institute high school and will be studying Digital Media Arts at Canisius College in Buffalo.  She will be attending the Episcopal Youth Event in Kentucky in July.  Aunt Eileen had a little influence in that decision.  Julia is playing travel soccer-coming back strong after suffering a broken ankle this winter.  She will be attending both counselor training programs at the Y and 4H camps.

Watts Family News

It's been a crazy, hectic year for the Watts family. First we moved into a new home. We now live at 2409 West River Rd. Jim has always said if we stayed on Grand Island he wanted to live on the river. It is beautiful!! We did quite a bit of remodeling before we moved in. Of course there is always more to do, it never ends!!  Kory is living in the old house on Broadway. He is attending Canisius College, working at Pizza Hut and coaching a soccer team. Kelly moved out to Tempe, AZ   last August.  She is going into her 2nd year as a graduate student at Arizona State University (ASU) Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences. She is attempting to get her Doctorate of Audiology ( Au.D.).  It is a clinical degree which will allow her to be an Audiologist.  An audiologist is a provider of hearing health care who can perform hearing and balance examinations, fit hearing aids and conducts aural rehabilitation to people of any age.  An audiologist can also be an advocate for the hearing impaired youth.  She is not currently taking any classes as Kristina's wedding interfered with the first week of them.  She is, however, receiving clinical training in the Speech and Hearing Clinic and performing research in the Pediatric Amplification Laboratory on a volunteer basis.   Jim has an office in Phoenix so he gets to see her every so often. Kristina married Jon Krzos. After a year of long distance planning it all came together on June 4th. Kris & Jon live in VA, we live up here on Grand Island, NY. Jon's parent live in Angola, NY and the wedding was  in Allegany State Park and reception at Holiday Valley. After lots of emails and phone calls and a few trips to Holiday Valley it turned out beautifully. Kris & Jon arrived at our house  Wednesday afternoon to prepare for the wedding. Later that night Dad, Karen and her boys arrived from Omaha.  Early Thursday morning Kris & I went to the airport to pick up Lori & Danielle who had flown all night from CA. Thursday afternoon the bridal party and spouses arrived and the Rafe family flew in  in the early evening. Needless to say we had a houseful!!  The bride and her bridesmaids went to a spa for some pampering and girlie fun and the guys went out. :-)  It was one big slumber party!!  Friday we all managed to get showers and have breakfast and pack up the cars to head on down to Holiday Valley. The wedding ceremony was outdoors at the State Park, we had the rehearsal Friday afternoon which was taken over by little tiny bugs  It
 was awful. I was sick to my stomach thinking about the ceremony being ruined by these little buggers! I felt so bad for Kris & Jon. It was never like this when we went to check out the area. But the minister kept telling us it would be fine. Things would be OK. Denise and Mike Rafe helped to prepare a very nice picnic style rehearsal dinner for everyone. After dinner a few of us went back to Holiday Valley to the lodge where the reception was going to be and decorated it. Kris & Jon wanted a Medieval Theme. So we had banners and lots of ivy and candles. Turned out very nice. We all tried to get some sleep that night. The next day we were all awake early to get ready. I am very lucky to have 2 very talented nieces who can do wonders with make up and hair. They gave their time and fixed me, Kelly, the flower girl and a few others to look outstanding!!  My family worked together to make the day one we will never forget. Denise & Mike sprayed for the bugs, set up the chairs and decorated them with all the bows I had  been making for months! Kristina's life long friend played the violin for the ceremony and it was beautiful. The weather was cooperating, not too hot and not chilly, it was just right. Jim and I rode with Kristina to the ceremony in a horse drawn carriage. It was like a dream riding around the lake and arriving at the area and seeing all the people waiting. Her fairy tale wedding coming true!!   The sun did come out and shine for a few minutes.No bugs. I have never seen Kris more beautiful and happy. A reception was after at Yodeler Lodge and I think everybody had a good time. :-)  Kris & Jon are honeymooning in South Africa. I will let them tell you about that. 
 Besides planning a wedding I did find time to go see my favorite performer, and I took my cousin Sandy McCready with me. We spent the night at the Fallsview Casino in Canada. It was so much fun. When you see her at the reunion ask her about it!!! 

 Besides working on the house Jim is busy with his job. He is traveling again. He went to London and has been going to Phoenix and NYC and NJ. We are taking a little vacation the beginning of July. We will  be going to Phoenix to see Kelly and then to New Mexico. Of course there has to be at least one Rick Springfield concert in there!! :-)  

Looking forward to seeing everyone in August!! Love lynn



Don Martineck Family News

  Looking forward to Reunion and seeing all of you. Our best news is that we got a daughter - in - law and a grandson for Christmas!!! Jim & Chrissy got married at a very small ceremony in our home the day after Christmas. It made it a very special holiday for all of us and Don & I couldn't be more pleased to have these wonderful people to call OURS. 
    Way back last September Don had a partial replacement of his right knee and it has worked wonders. Since then he can walk much better and the knee hardly ever hurts anymore - a real blessing.

    Jobs - same. House - 1 more room done - it's coming slow but sure. Cars - two different ones....you know by now that Don is only happy when I come out into a parking lot and can't remember WHAT I was driving, let alone where I parked it!!

    The grandkids are our joy. Taylor is 9, a very good student, and really catching on to the softball thing this year. She had a speaking part in her school play this fall and at Grandparents' Day she taught me a few things about history. Matthew is 4, full of boyhood, also very smart in school, and will begin playing soccer in early June. We really missed watching Jim play sports when he was done, but now we get to start all over again! 

    Everyone travel safely to get here and we'll see you all there.

 

Don & Linda

 Gerald F. MacKay Family News

In September we celebrated Mary Ellen’s Sixtieth Birthday with a family dinner and the Broadway show “Wicked”.  In October I again enjoyed the convenience of taking the Air Train that runs from Jamaica’s Long Island Railroad station to JFK Airport to fly to Buffalo, to attend our Godson’s confirmation. Greg “Anthony “ Wachowiak was confirmed at St. Gabriel’s Church in Elma. An old classmate of mine, Father Daniel Palys, is the Pastor.


 Our son Chris MacKay went from internship programs to full time employment with the Bronz Zoo. Over the Christmas holidays he arranged for our family to attend their special Holiday Light Show. Jerry and Beth were in for it, and Liz brought our granddaughter Doris. I think everyone, especially Doris enjoyed it. Of course she had a special view from Uncle Rob’s shoulders. Rob’s girlfriend Kathleen Deeley (her family will be moving from Rochester to NC in the near future and are BIG ND FANS) also enjoyed our outing. 


In February we celebrated Johanna’s 21st birthday at an Irish Pub  “NUA” in Astoria, Queens. Our daughter Liz Farley, Chris’s girlfriend Liz Gwin along with Chris, Kathleen and I tried our singing talents at karaoke. Chris and I attempted to lead “YMCA” and then later I got into the South Side of Chicago with “Leroy Brown”. 


Speaking of Chicago, we all seem to be traveling there. In April I attended a Bank Conference and in May Robert and Jerry went there for a CUBS Bachelor Party for one of their friends. Robert, Kathleen, Jerry and Beth also traveled this spring to Las Vegas. Then Jerry and Beth went on to view the Grand Canyon.  


Johanna is a student at NYU. Last summer she attended NYU in London and this year she is scheduled for Prague. Mary Ellen and I will visit her on our trip to Budapest, Prague and Vienna in July. 


Mary Ellen and I are now involved in pursing new careers. Johanna is not our only student since Mary Ellen is now working towards a second masters, this in Social Services, at Fordham University. I’m now a Vice President still working in the Middle Market but now with responsibility to the Not For Profit Group. It involves getting a whole new portfolio that includes churches, foundations, social, civil and educational fund raising organizations and schools. Also with the merger of Bank One into Chase, our Middle Market HQ is now out of Chicago and all meeting and events are given in Central Time. At least it makes life interesting!



Unfortunately we will not be able to attend this years August Clan gathering. But our love and best wishes will be there for a very wonderful Family Reunion.


Gary Martineck Family News

Greetings from Arkansas!
 
Gary’s job brought him to Rogers last July and I followed in Sept.  As much as I hated to leave my job in Twinsburg, I have adjusted well here. Gary is enjoying his job, but working harder than he thought he would. He’s not allowed to complain to me though. 
 
We bought a home on a lake and have been fixing it up little by little, painting, replacing carpet and putting down hardwood floors. We have also had to work on the yard and the outside of the house and both still need some more work.  But we love the view and Gary can relax by fishing for blue gills and bass off the dock. We also enjoy watching the various birds and other wildlife in the area. 
 
We have some great neighbors who will take us out in their pontoon boat anytime we ask as long as they aren’t busy. A leisurely ride around the lake takes about 2 hours. The neighbors have introduced us to a lot of people. They have gotten me involved with the Welcome Club which in turn has introduced me to many activities. Most of these are during the week days so Gary can’t participate. But we have gone out to dinner a couple of times with the group and this summer are playing with the Golf and Burgers group. We are paired with a different couple each time, so this is a good way to meet new people. Gary plays in a 9 hole golf league through work and I’ve joined a ladies 18 hole league. I have also tried my hand at painting, scrap booking and taken a digital photography course at the local community college. 
 
There are any number of volunteer groups in the area. I signed up for Crime Watch. Every other month I take my turn driving my assigned route looking for criminal activity or anything suspicious. We both have participated with the Village Pride group picking up trash along the highway. If you are ever bored here it really is your own fault. 
 
Carl and Amy are building a condo in Castle Rock CO and will close the end of July. Carl got a new job last year at the University of Denver in the bursar’s office and in the fall will be starting law school there. Amy continues to teach high school history working with special needs kids. Gary and I visited them last fall and got to see some of the Rocky Mountain National Park.  Dad and I stopped there last month on the final leg of a recent trip out west. We got to see the condo in progress. 
 
Scott has gone back to school and just completed his 3rd semester at Pellissippi Community College. He is majoring in voice. His chorus group just made a CD of a recent concert and it is great. Scott has a couple of solo and duet parts. Also, a group of his friends have been performing some improv skits at a local bar once a month. I’m sure it is very entertaining as they were very good at it in high school. 
 
Grandpa Carl is doing well. He spent a month with us from Christmas to the end of Jan. This house provides him with his own suite on the lower level. He says he likes this house the best of all the ones we’ve had. He came back again the end of April. Then he and I set off on a trip to the Napa Valley to visit my brother Grant’s family. We got to play golf several times.  We attended a Cinco de Mayo parade in Calistoga. We also toured a wine barrel making factory, a champagne winery and best of all, the Jelly Belly factory where we got free samples. The weather was great the whole time which was fortunate for us as they had nothing but rain before and after our visit. We stayed almost 2 weeks then headed back to AR stopping over in Denver for a weekend to visit Carl and Amy. Dad wasn’t feeling well so he stayed at the motel while Carl and Amy gave me a tour of the city and the Red Rock outdoor concert arena. I also got to see where Carl works and where he will be taking classes in the fall. Dad was able to get out to see Carl’s new condo. They will have quite a nice view there. Dad was only here for a day when he left to go back to WI. He was missing the start of fishing season. 
 
That should bring everyone up to date on the activities here. We look forward to seeing everyone in Aug. We should all be there unless Grandpa Carl decides not to make the trip this year. Hope everyone has a great summer. 
 
Bonnie and Gary
Christopher Martineck News

No news here – it’s been rather boring this past year.  Of course, Lisa and I did run (and complete) the Chicago marathon this past October.  It was a little crazy running with 40,000 other people, but it was also really fun being cheered all the way by some 1 million plus people that line the streets of the race.

Oh yeah, I also completed a degree from Niagara University this May.  I was fortunate to graduate Summa Cum Laude and was awarded the Likly Award for “Excellence in Theology”.  Everyone asks me, “What did you learn with these theological studies?”  I say, “Two things: that there is a God, and I’m not him/her.”

Also, Lisa and I went to Scotland for a week at the end of March / beginning of April.  We stayed with friends who are living just outside of St. Andrews.  I was able to play golf at the Old Course and then have lunch in the very sacred Royal and Ancient Club.  It was an incredible experience.  I also played golf at a course called Kingsbarns, which is rated top 50 in the world (and I’d have to agree).  Lisa caddie for me at this course, and did an excellent job.  I just wish she would have putted for me.

Oh, and I almost forgot.  While we were in Scotland…Lisa and I got engaged to be married.  I popped the question at Edinburgh Castle.  And yes, she did say “yes”.  It was a beautiful scene. (For those unfamiliar with Edinburgh) The castle sits in the middle of the city on a huge hill.  The castle is like a 1,000 years old and is enormous.  We had our romantic moment at the very top in a courtyard.  Cheers (and tears) rang out throughout the city.

So that’s about it…not much news.  Look forward to seeing everyone and reclaiming the water balloon title.

Jim Sarra Family News

     It’s been a quiet year for Jim and Sue- a couple of relaxing vacation trips to the condo in Venice, FL has been the highlight.

     Sue survived the 1500 layoffs in Erie County and is still, happily, employed. Not to be confused with happily employed – the County has been a stressful place to be these past 6 months and it’s not ending anytime soon.

     Christine and Michael have both recently moved from apartments in Buffalo to ones in the suburbs. Mike is now contemplating a move to Charlotte, NC in the fall. He just returned from a trip there visiting friends. Mon and Dad hope he finds a job there first before moving.

     Jim hopes his golf game improves before the reunion or he’ll be asking Gary for strokes!







