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This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated in loving memory to Helen Sutton, the last of the children of Robert and Jane MacKay, who passed away on April 24, 2006, and Wayne McCready, who passed away July 24, 2005. 
The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Chieftain’s Message

Dear Fellow MacKay Clan Members,

It has been a good spring in Buffalo.  The weather has been warm, but not too hot, and it has been one of those rare seasons when the Buffalo Sabres are making a run deep into the Stanley Cup Playoffs.  Lat night, as I drove to pick up my daughter, Emily, shortly after the Sabres scored in overtime to force a seventh game in the semi-finals, I was amazed to hear the sound of car horns honking in celebration throughout the city.  One of the things that I missed most about Buffalo when I lived in Atlanta was the somewhat amazing way that this small city comes together as one community when its sports teams provide it with even a glimmer of hope.  I suppose as an architect and professor, I should be much more cynical about something supposedly as insignificant as a sporting event.  However, with the World Cup less than a week away, I am reminded of a statement by Jorn Utzon, architect of the Sydney Opera House.  Utzon said (presumably after attending a World Cup soccer game) that nothing he had experienced quite matched the thrill of being one of 80,000 fans who simultaneously leap to their feet as a goal is scored.  Utzon was right, we need to be among others to fully enjoy all that we have, and with this in mind, I look forward to seeing all of you at the MacKay Clan Reunion on the first weekend in August.

On a much sadder note, it seems that each of the past several years, the Clan MacKay has lost a significant member.  With the recent passing of Helen Sutton, we have lost the last of the ten children of Robert and Jane MacKay.  She will be dearly missed.  I’m sure that each of you who attended last year’s reunion felt the same sense of loss when you went inside to register and she was not sitting at the table as she had been for decades.

A glimpse into the future, however, always provides hope.  I have heard that there have been, or are anticipated to be, at least four children born into the Clan MacKay since last August (and surprisingly, not all are Ballacchinos!).  It’s remarkable to think that these children are the fourth and fifth generation since we held our first reunion 38 years ago.  I look forward to seeing them in August.  Hopefully we can all toast the Stanley Cup finally coming to Buffalo?  Is it too much to even dream of the first World Cup for the USA?

Sincerely,

Ken MacKay

38TH ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072.

Photo and Clan Courier Exchange

The photo exchange at last year’s reunion was such a success; we will be doing it again this year. Everyone is encouraged to bring any extra Clan photos for a Photo Exchange at the Reunion. This year we are adding past editions of the Clan Courier.  If you have any extra copies of past Couriers please bring them. Also, check to see if you are missing any past editions. You can try to find your missing editions.

New Members to the Clan

Jake HarrisonGeist, son of Pete and Laurie Geist, born on June 3, 2005.
Bryce Caden Ballacchino, son of Kevin and Pam Ballacchino, born on the 37th MacKay Reunion, August 6, 2005.

Lisa Shenk, by marriage to Christopher Martineck on August 20, 2005.
Ian MacKay, son of Jeff and Karen MacKay, born on August 27, 2006.
Ed Swan, by marriage to Mary Jo MCready on November 21, 2005.

Abigail Chandler Martineck, daughter of Carl and Amy Martineck, born on January 19, 2006.

Maxwell Michael Martineck, son of Michael and Sarah Martineck, born on February 3, 2006.

Daniel James Martineck, son of Jim and Chrissy Martineck, born on April 29, 2006.

Natalle Elizabeth Martineck, daughter of Christopher and Lisa Martineck, born on May 31, 2006.

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!!

Clan Finances

    The Clan’s finances have improved since last year at this time. However, we will still be collecting donations, contributions, or “dues” at this year’s Reunion. In addition, we will again run a split club, as this was successful last year. These extra funds help pay for Clan expenses, and allow us to keep the food charges affordable for all our families. 

MacKay Clan Web site

www.mackayclan.org
The web site is still going strong – check it out! It includes Clan Courier issues, the Clan Directory, info about the Reunion. Unfortunately, we have no record of last year’s game and contest results from last year’s reunion. We will ask for a volunteer to be the record-keeper this year to prevent this from happening again. We hope to continue to expand the web site, especially in the area of Clan History.

The link for lost family members has grown; please give us updates on your families. There are more members whose email addresses are no longer valid – please remember to send us a notice when you change your email address.

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. At the reunion last year we asked for someone from each branch of the family to type the biography of their original sibling in a Word document and submit, but we have only received two! Please help us complete this project. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@adelphia.net. 

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

 Roger MacKay Family News

Greetings from Roger and Phyllis MacKay

First of all, we want to thank Jim and Sue Sarra for keeping our Clan Courier 
up to date.  We really appreciate their efforts.

After the Christmas holidays, we headed south and chose the Ocala, Florida 
area to stay this year.  We found ourselves in beautiful horse country with many ranches and stud farms nearby.  One of our favorite places to visit was the Ocala Stud Farm where we saw many famous race horses and always a new foal or two which had been born hours before our arrival.  “Minnesota Bob” is the cowboy who was forever on watch and more than happy to share stories with us.  Our time there was also shared with friends who lived in close proximity of our park.  It was great to share “warm” time with them.

Upon our return to the north, we got our motor home out of storage and began 
making plans for the upcoming season.  Our travels will take us to some Blue 
Grass Festivals in southern and central New York as well as one mountain top 
affair in Pennsylvania.  Roger took a few guitar lessons and can now find a spot among the players in the jam sessions around our campsites!  We are 
truly enjoying our new hobby with our friends and will make for a busy 
summer again this year.

Brother Tom is still living in Wilmington, NC and doing very well.  Debbie and her family are in Lockport and very busy with Michael’s activity in 
soccer and baseball.  Samantha continues to do well.

Our love to all and wish everyone a great summer.

Ken MacKay Family News

It’s hard to believe another year has gone by!  Ken is missing the great weather he experienced in Ireland last year at this time – over 90˚ in Buffalo before June is something else!  It is wonderful though to have Ken home this summer.  We’ve gotten a quick start on some projects for our house and garden so far.  Nothing is better than ‘digging’ in the springtime!

However, I’m not doing as much of the digging as I like to.  Since January I’ve been working at ‘Calico Corners’ – a national group of home décor and furnishing stores.  I really like it and have met some terrific people.  I’ve re-done our house at least a dozen times now in my head.

Our oldest son, Parker, has a bit of the wanderlust in him.  Over his spring break in March, he took himself to Hong Kong and Thailand.  He plans to share some of his travel stories with all at the Clan Reunion.  Parker will graduate this December from the University at Buffalo and is formulating even more travel plans and study abroad options.

Emily is taking great advantage of all Buffalo State College has to offer.  A member of the Honor’s Program on campus, she’s also trying out for a new dance company forming with BSC students.  She’s keeping busy this summer working and taking summer session classes…and enjoying all those things 19 year olds enjoy (especially a cute boyfriend!)!

Stuart is turning into our best ‘house apprentice’.  He is the ‘go to guy’ when we work on projects here.  We hope he’s learning a lot.  He continues to do well at Canisius High School (hard to believe he’ll be a Junior next year)…and is counting the days until he turns 16 years old…something about driving (?)…a job (?)…

“What is a weed?  A plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Love from the Kenneth S. MacKay Family

Lawrence Family News

We are happy to report that since September, Mom (Joyce) has moved in
with us.  We fixed up our family room for her and so far it has worked out really well.  It’s very nice having her with us.  She’s been going to an adult day program at the Schofield Residence where she gets some therapy and participates in various activities.  We’re also in the process of selling their house on Brighton Road in case anyone is
looking!

Eileen and I are still keeping active running and racewalking.  We took
two trips to Disney World in the past year; one in October for the Food and Wine Expo and the other in January for the Disney World Marathon Weekend.  In October we met up with Uncle Dan and Aunt Mary Jane.  They gave us a tour of the town of Celebration and we had a nice lunch together.  In January we both completed the half marathon.  I ran it this year; it was the first time I’ve ever run that far!

I liked the different challenge of running so much that in April I went to Nashville and ran the Country Music Half Marathon.  Eileen wasn’t able to make that trip, so I went with three of our “Disney” friends. Since I held up pretty well in the two half marathons I thought that it’s time to try a full one.  So I will be running my first marathon on
October 29th at the Marine Corps Marathon in Washington DC.  Before
that, Eileen and I along with a couple of our Disney friends will be running the inaugural Disneyland Half Marathon in California on September 17th.  We’ve always wanted to go to Disneyland and thought this would be a perfect time to do so.

We’re still keeping up with our racewalking too.  Our club recently
hosted the U.S. National 10K Racewalk, which was held in Niagara Falls, NY.  I served as the race director and also participated in the race finishing 19th overall and 2nd in my age group.  We will also be participating in the Empire State Games which are being held in
Rochester this year.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.

Dave Lawrence



Bob Sutton Family News

2006 has been a tough year for this family so far. Bob and Dawn traveled to their second home in Sarasota, FL on Christmas evening. Bob was able to stay for 2 weeks, and the plan was for Dawn to stay for 3 months. That didn’t work out. Dawn’s mother died on February 10th, so of course she went home. Two weeks later Helen Sutton went into the hospital for emergency surgery to repair a torn esophagus.
   Helen was in Johns Hopkins ICU for 6 weeks. She was moved to a nursing center but never really recovered. She died on April 24th.
   Needless to say, our family has been devastated by these two deaths. Don Sutton is doing fairly well, adjusting to living alone. Hope and Pat have asked him to move in with them. They are building a big new home north of Baltimore, and Dad has agreed to live with them. Their house should be ready in the fall.
   Greg was recalled to active duty and has been in Bahrain since January. He is scheduled to return home around July 1st. Keep your fingers crossed. His wife, Lea, has been training for a different job, but she is back now in their home on the water south of Annapolis. Lea is going to Bahrain to visit Greg this week to celebrate their 2nd anniversary together.
   Kelly and Pete are both employed. Kelly is working for W.L. Gore in their human resources department. She travels frequently recruiting engineers for the company. She loves her new job. The hours are wonderful, and the dress is casual – much different than when she worked at the bank.
   Pete is working for Louviers Mortgage Company. It’s a relatively new company, but the potential for growth is enormous. He’s very excited about it.
   Bob officially retired on May 19th – from his third job. At the moment he is enjoying his leisure time and on the golf course most every day. 
   Dawn is still traveling to Baltimore two days a week. When they go to Florida, Dawn can work from home, so that’s a good thing. 
   The plan is to become Snow Birds in Florida. Bob wants to return in September, but Dawn wants to wait until October. We’ll see what happens!
   We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion, especially all the new Martineck babies.

Gonzales Family News

Hello from the Gonzales Family.

Not much has really been going on here with us.  We are living with my parents (Mike & Denise Rafe) right now.  It’s tough at times for everyone but hopefully by the end of this year we will be able to find a place of our own. 

   Alex works for West Corporation here in Omaha.  Through them he works for Earthlink just making sure the customer service reps are clocking in correctly, going to breaks on time and just making sure they are taking calls.  When he has the time he goes over to the casinos in Iowa and plays poker.  He is pretty good at it but I wouldn’t expect to see him play in the World Series of Poker anytime soon.  Also when he has the chance he makes candles, lotions, bubble baths, bath bombs, shower gels, body scrubs, and a hair and body mist.  He sells them at work.  Hopefully sometime soon we will be getting into doing craft shows.

  Mackenzie our oldest daughter just turned 4 on May 22.  For her birthday we took her and some friends to the Build A Bear Workshop where each girl got to make their own teddy bear.  She had a lot of fun with that.  She has already told us that next year she wants a Cinderella party.  Today we found out that she will be going to preschool next year in the afternoon.  She is so excited.  We told her that as soon as she was potty trained we would sign her up and so seeing as how she did her part we signed her up through the local school system.

  Our daughter Alyssa has had a busy year so far.  She turned 2 last October 11.  When we took her for her 2 year check up the doctor said she should contact the school system to have her hearing checked and get her help with her talking.  She was only saying maybe 20 words at that time when she should be saying at least 100.  So we had her hearing tested which was just fine.  Next came a speech evaluation which she just barely failed.  So since January every Tuesday for about an hour we had a speech teacher from the schools come over and work with her.  Since then she has opened up a bit more and talks a bit more, but just so that she can get the extra help she will be going to preschool next year too.  Next Tuesday she will get her first taste of what it will be like since she is going to do a summer school program they have to get them used to preschool.  Hopefully she will like it. 

 Our youngest daughter Paige just turned 1 on December 12.  She is a handful.  She wants to make sure you know she is there all the time.  She has even become the bully of the girls.  If one of them makes her mad she will attack them whatever way she can.  She has even tried to bite me.  She wants to be in the action all the time.  She is starting to talk too.  Her two favorite words are Momma and No.  She just learned how to walk up and down the stairs all by herself so of course she thinks she is big stuff.  

  As for me well I spend my days looking after these 3 little girls.  Trying to find a job I can do from home that can be done on the computer and has nothing to do with the phone. So if anyone knows of anything let me know.  For now I am Alex’s tester on the lotions and all that.  I think I might have some of the smoothest skin around LOL.  When I get the chance I do escape and hang out with friends.

  Well really nothing else is going on here.  Hopefully one of these years we will make it out to the family reunion so you all can meet the girls and Alex.  Take care!

Love,

Alex, Nicole, Mackenzie, Alyssa and Paige

Jeff MacKay Family News

Just a little update from us....

 

Jeff & I just moved mid-May about 10 miles down the road to Dillsburg.  It’s a very nice little neighborhood and we really like here.  Alyssa is soon to be 3 on July 14th and “Baby Ian” is 9 months and will celebrate his first birthday on August 27th.  So needless to say they do keep us busy!  Jeff is still working at Erdman Anthony as a Civil Engineer and I’m the Recreation Program Coordinator for Hampden Township.  We are fortunate to live and work near our parents so they get to see the kids quite often.  Jennifer is living in Pittsburgh but comes home on occasion to spoil her niece and nephew.  She is still working for MDA and is doing quite well.  We are also near in location to Adele – or “Gingo” as Jeff & Jen have always called her – so we see her frequently and she gets to see the kids as well.  

 

Our new info is as follows:

 

Jeff & Karen MacKay

150 Quail Drive

Dillsburg, PA  17010

717-432-4753

kmackay18@yahoo.com
mackayjs@gmail.com
 

I hope this email finds you well and helps with the Courier a bit.  I have to run as Ian is fussing – he’s teething right now!

 

Take care,

Karen

Watts Family News

  Well, let’s see what news do we have this year??  Our big news is Kory graduated from Canisius College on May 20, 2006. It is just so hard to believe that 4 years have gone by. I thought it was fast when the high school years were over, but it seems like the college years went by in a blink. He is busy sending out his resume and looking for a job, he knows those students loans will be upon him too soon. ( 

 Kelly is still living in Tempe, AZ attending ASU. Kelly is halfway through her AuD program at ASU and is looking forward to being finished.  She took a quick vacation from studying to travel to San Diego and Tijuana for Spring Break with her boyfriend, Brendan.  I was able to spend a week in February with her. I can totally understand why she likes it so much out there. It was so nice to go swimming outside and not wear heavy coats and hats and gloves!! She showed me all around, so much to see and do there. It is really beautiful. 

  Kris & Jon have been busy fixing up their house and taking vacations and work related trips. I am hoping she has sent in her article. She can tell you about Egypt and their travels. Jim & I did go visit them after Easter. Their place is looking very nice. They both have amazed us with their craftiness and handiwork. While we were there we went to the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade center to see the  “Capitol Steps” perform. The show was hysterical, we really enjoyed it. We went to a nice Spanish restaurant. Next day went to the Ford Theatre and saw a play. Very entertaining. Took a nice long walk to explore Old Alexandria. Lots of shops and places to eat. We had a very nice time with them. 

  Jim is still very busy with work, which is a good thing I guess! (  He went to London and Kristina had to be there for her work so he went over early and she stayed longer so they could spend some time together and do a little site seeing. Worked out nicely for both. He has been busy working in the yard whenever he can, cutting down and trimming trees. Trying to get this yard looking good. A never ending job!! 

 Me, I went to Omaha in May to see my family. Dad is looking good. Keeping himself busy with his garden. I had a real good time with everybody. It was nice to see how big Nicole’s girls are getting and to finally meet the baby!!  Denise, Karen and I did lunch and shopping, lots of laughs and a real good time. Looking forward to seeing everyone this summer. 

  Love Lynn
Kristina Watts and Jon Krzos

Kristina Watts and Jon Krzos can’t believe it’s been a whole year since they were married!  The year has been filled with home renovation and travel.  After returning from their honeymoon eco-safari in southern Africa, they immediately started work on their new house, a townhouse in Alexandria, VA.  They’ve become real do-it-yourselfers – gutting rooms, re-building, drywalling, tiling, and painting everything themselves.  So far, they are most proud of the upstairs bathroom – complete with recycled-content floor tiles and a stylish bowl sink. Work since spring has focused on the yard and gardens, including an organic vegetable patch and a small waterfall and pond.  The kitchen is next...  They took time off in early April for an amazing trip to Egypt, where they toured the pyramids, various temples and tombs.  They were awestruck at the beauty and splendor of the remains of the ancient Egyptian culture that has been preserved (in some cases) so well over thousands of years.  Kristina continues to be very busy at work, managing environmental policy projects and economic analyses for a number of clients including the Environmental Protection Agency, Coast Guard, and NOAA.  Jon looks forward to his first appearance at the reunion as an official MacKay Clan member!

Martineck Family News
Letter from Grand Island – 

It’s all about the babies.  Most recent is Natalle Elizabeth.  Christopher and Lisa’s little girl was born May 31, coming in at seven pounds, eleven ounces, with an adorable cap of black, like she shaved her head to be the first infant girl Navy Seal.  Very cool.  Lisa is doing wonderfully, as one would expect.  Christopher still looks a little dazed.

Maxwell Michael Martineck was born February 3, at around nine pounds.  He’s continued to eat and grown ever since.  At four months he now weighs about as much as his sister, Nina, did at a year.  Sarah is doing very well, as one would expect.  Michael is confused.  “I just got used to the other one,” he said.

The other one, Nina, is finishing up her second year at Nardin Montessori.  She has been learning about planets and the human body, math and cooking.  She reads exceptionally well. In fact, her father has decided she may be too smart. Her favorite planet is Uranus, she will tell you.  Because it spins on its side, like me, when Daddy’s driving me to school and he thinks we’re going to be late.  See?  Too smart.

Judy Martineck has taken on the retirement dream job.  In addition to watching babies (see above) she works at the Beaver Island Gold Course, signing out carts, giving away those little pencils and watching the History Channel. 


Gary Martineck Family News

The big news from our family is that we became grandparents in January when Carl and Amy had a baby girl. Her name is Abigail Chandler. Great grandpa Carl was here visiting so we all went up to Denver when Amy came home from the hospital. I was able to be Abby’s nanny for the month of March when Amy went back to work. Carl was Mr. Mom in April and May and now Amy is home for the summer. We don’t get to see her often but Carl and Amy are great about sending pictures on a weekly basis and Abby also has a web site that we can check out from time to time. They will all be at the reunion in August. It will be fun to have all the Martineck babies that were born this year together. 

 

Carl was really burning the candle at both ends. He started law school at night last fall. Plus working full time and trying to be a good Dad. Now I know why I was a stay at home Mom. I don’t think I would have had the stamina he or Amy have.

 

We got to spend a week at the Sutton’s lovely Florida home with the Sarra’s. Unfortunately, that was the week that Helen died. It’s sad to think her passing marks the end of an era. 

 

Gary has been hobbling around in a cast for over a month. His ankle is weakened due to flat feet and the cast will hopefully prevent having surgery. He is really disappointed that he can’t play golf or get down to the dock to fish.  Watch out because he may take out his frustrations with the guessing game this summer. 

 

Scott was in a production of Othello this past weekend. His choral group had quite a busy schedule during the spring semester. He is taking a class this summer but it will end before the reunion so that he can attend.

 

So it looks like we will all be seeing you in August. Have a great summer in the meantime.

Bonnie and Gary
Carl and Amy Martineck

Dad just returned to work and school following nine weeks of playing Mr. Mom.  The first year of law school at the University of Denver was a success, though interrupted by the birth of Abigail Chandler on Jan 19.  She’s tall and chubby, a real cutie.  I will miss her, not spending day and night watching her grow.  The experience has been wonderful and amazing.  She is calm and smart and has a good sense of humor.  Need we fear that the Clan reunion will spoil her innocence?

Mom wrapped up year three at Heritage High School in Littleton.  This summer will be eventful, traveling to North Dakota to visit G’ma and G’pa Ranum, aunts, uncles, cousins...some crazy, others not so crazy.  Swim lessons, storytime at the library, and experimenting in the kitchen (did I really eat goat cheese last night?) will follow.  

 

Other notes from the Denver Martinecks: Dad tried fly fishing for the first time this spring.  No bites.  He also shot 3-over-par at the TPC in Phoenix last week; however, the game will be sure to decline in time for the reunion.  Mom is actively capturing every moment of Abigail’s life in digital brilliance.  Ask about the website. We are thoroughly loathing our jobs, but loving Colorado overall and settling nicely into our new home in Castle Rock.  Love to all; a big raspberry from Abby!  Carl & Amy 
Don Martineck Family News

Don & I have had a mostly uneventful year until the birth of our new grandchild, Daniel James, on April 29th. He is just cute, cute, cute and very hard to put down! We now have 3 wonderful grandchildren and they are such a blessing! Taylor & Matthew both play softball at this time of year so we enjoy watching games. Taylor is in her school band and chorus (4th grade) and Matthew (Pre-K) goes to “big school” in the fall. They are both really good students and really good kids. Jim & Chrissy, still in NT and Jim still at GM, while Chrissy starts back to work for her brother soon after her doctor releases her. Don is still at Newfane school and I am still nursing and clerking. I did lose my step-mother in November and it was sad, but quick for her – no suffering – that’s all you can hope for when there’s no hope for recovery. Her kidneys were gone. 

 

 We look forward to our planned camping trips and to reunion – hard to believe its coming up already!  Everyone travel safely and we’ll see you there.......Don & Linda

Jim and Chrissy Martineck Family


Only one new item to report:  Daniel James Martineck was born April 29th at 7:46pm.  He was 8 pounds even and 21 inches long.  He says he looks forward to meeting everyone in August.  Chrissy, Taylor, Matthew and I are also looking forward to seeing you.

Jim

 Gerald F. MacKay Family News

A lot has happened in our family since the last Clan gathering. Jerry & Beth MacKay and Liz & Damien Farley will each provide their own separate newsletters. 

An old Perry Como song sang about “Magic Moments” and here are some of ours. In the summer 2005, Rob MacKay and his girl friend Kathleen Deely were involved in a third annual three hour cruise out of Freeport Long Island. Rob as DJ and Kathleen as MC provided the entertainment. They even got Mary Ellen & I involved, probably the only seniors of about 80 on board. Lots of fun. This year for Thanksgiving Mary Ellen & I decided to drive on Turkey Day and celebrated the event in Buffalo with Jerry & Beth and her family. Also making the trip were Rob & Kathleen, Josie and Chris. It featured a deep fried turkey cooked in their garage at the beginning of quite a snowstorm. Delicious – Jerry & Beth are wonderful hosts. In December Mary Ellen and I celebrated Chris & Liz Gwin’s engagement with dinner at the Millleridge Inn. Also their engagement, with a wedding planned for the summer of 2007. Christmas Eve, we tried our luck at a Secret Santa program. We all drew different names and everyone seemed to like the Christmas presents they received. For Chris and me it has led to almost regular weekly Texas Hold-em Poker Parties. In February 2006, we celebrated Doris’s fifth birthday at the Farley’s in Ft. Lee NJ with great lasagna and cake baked by Liz. That night Liz Gwin asked Doris to be her Flower Girl and she along with her mother tried to explain what that meant. Chris and Liz added a couple of cute kittens to their Astoria, Queen’s household. “Aslan & Rioko”. Robert and his girl friend are in the process of relocating from Astoria NY to North Carolina were Kathleen’s family has made the move already from Rochester to Charlotte. Prior to their move we spent a day around Flanders and Hampton Bays Long Island where MaryEllen’s parents had a home for many years and where our children grew up. In May, our Johanna- “Josie” graduated with honors from NYU in a beautiful commencement ceremony in Washington Square Park NYC. Mary Ellen’s cousin had a small luncheon party afterwards at her 86th Street NYC apartment. The beginning of June, I’m traveling up to Buffalo for my Canisius College 40th graduation reunion. Beth & Jerry who also graduated from Canisius are joining me on Friday night for an alumni picnic. Hopefully the Sabres will be in the Stanley Cup finals during my visit. It’s nice to share an Alma Mater with your children and next year I will also share one with Mary Ellen as she completes a Masters in Social Work at Fordham University. 

Finally, this past March my mother & father would have celebrated their 100th birthdays. When Aunt Dorothy came up with the idea over 35 years ago for the Clan I was the only grandchild on the Grand Council. This past year we lost Aunt Helen, the last of Robert and Jane’s children. Like my “Mary & Jerry” – “Helen & Don” were a very special couple. I know how much they will be missed as a couple at our Clan gathering. Our love goes out to Uncle Don and his family.  God bless our reunion and make it a time to truly realize what wonderful families God has given us.  



John R. MacKay

Jerry and Beth MacKay 

Our big news is that we’ve started our own film production company in Buffalo NY. Littleflick Pictures was made official this April, and we’ve already begun work on several short films (visit the website at littleflick.com).  By working on short films, Beth and I are looking to gain valuable experience, connect with talented actors and crewmembers, and hopefully meet potential investors. We’re currently producing a series of short comedies, which will premiere in Buffalo in late 2006-early 2007. Our goal is to gain recognition around the country for our work, with future plans to produce a feature film.

And speaking of recognition, this year we learned that our first short film, The Cramshaft Meeting, was selected for the Moondance International Film Festival in Hollywood! We both attended the festival this past June, and got our first taste of the Hollywood life. We’re both tremendously excited about being picked for the festival, and we hope this is the first sign of good things to come for our future shorts.

Other than that, not much has been going on.

Jerry & Beth MacKay

DAMIEN & LIZ FARLEY FAMILY NEWS: 

The Farley family is doing great.  It’s been an interesting year for us, as I received a promotion at my job and now run the busiest Starbucks in Northern New Jersey. The store is open 24 hours and I haven’t slept since I started! Damien’s theatre (The Sunshine Cinema) is doing a fantastic business in downtown Manhattan.  Our daughter, Doris turned FIVE in February and begins Kindergarten in September. She’s just starting to read. It’s been so much fun watching her grow up! We’ve been enjoying the weather, playing miniature golf, going to the drive-in and eating Dairy Queen.  We all spent the day at the Bronx Zoo recently and “Uncle Chris” MacKay gave us a private viewing of animals.  We got to touch an alligator!  We’re planning a trip to Buffalo in July to visit Jerry and Beth (MacKay) and go to Niagara Falls. 
Have a wonderful summer. 
                                                                Liz Farley

Jim Sarra Family News

     Michael moved to Charlotte, NC this past January. He quickly found a job with Wachovia Bank in their Tech Department, and is finding it much more interesting and challenging than his former job at Adelphia. He is thoroughly enjoying living in Charlotte, having taken in a Bobcats basketball game, a NASCAR race, and traveled to Raleigh to see 2 of the Sabres playoff games. Hopefully he’ll be back home for the Reunion.
Christine is a busy lady these days – working on her Master’s degree in Reading and Literacy, and still holding down 3 part time jobs. 
Jim and Sue drove to Florida this spring, stopping in Charlotte for a few days to see Michael. The city was very impressive, it’s easy to see why it’s been undergoing such growth. While in Florida we met up with Bob and Dawn in their beautiful new home, and Gary and Bonnie came to visit as well. 

Jim had a change in job duties this past January. Rather than manage the operations at Thruway Fasteners as he’s done the past 15 years, he’s now overseeing the installation of a new corporate-wide computer system – he’s finding this a welcome change and challenge. This whole process should last until his retirement in about 2 years, according to his plans. 
Geist Family News
The Geist Family keeps growing and growing! Number 15 grandchild, Jake, was born last year to Pete and Laurie. Number 16 is due this December to Nikki and Miles. All are doing well.

Harry and Dorothy recently went to Coeur d’Alene, ID to watch Jeff in an Ironman competition – swimming, bike race, and a marathon. This was Jeff’s 5th year competing. 

Last fall, Miles set a record for the most base jumps in a day. He jumped off a bridge in Twin Falls, as this is the only “legal” spot in the USA to jump. He did 57 jumps and had to climb back to the top of the gorge after each jump, and stopped only because of a storm that came through. His goal was 60 jumps, as that would have equaled climbing Mt. Everest in distance. It was covered by ESPN and Miles appeared on “Cold Pizza” to discuss the feat.

On the medical front, Harry had cataract surgery, and Dorothy had arthroscopic knee surgery 






