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The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Condolences go out to Mary Jo and Ed Swan on the recent death of Ed’s father, Ed Swan, Sr.

Chieftain’s Message

Dear Family,

I’ve heard from several people that we can expect an especially large gathering for this year’s MacKay Clan Reunion on August 2 and 3.  It would be great if we are able to gather together at some point and take a group photo.  It is often difficult to drag everyone away from conversations only to line-up in the hot sun long enough for a group photo.

Over the past few years I’ve begun to understand the value of group photos.  It began a couple of years ago at the Clan Reunion when I asked Don Sutton about his deployment during WWII.  He reminded me that he had been a paratrooper and briefly mentioned his company’s preparation for D-Day.  I walked away from that conversation and for several days was reminded of a photo that my father kept for fifty years in the second drawer from the top of his dresser, under his rolled-up socks.  It was a picture of his Army Company taken a few days before D-Day.  After the conversation I had with Don Sutton it occurred to me that Don might have a photo very similar to the one that my father kept in his drawer.  I first came across the photo as a child when I was sent by my father to find a pair of his old white work socks tall enough to cover my soccer shin guards.  The photo had little meaning for me as a child.  At the time my father was not much older than he was in the photo.  I never met anyone else who was in that photo so I never had the emotional connection to it that I have with other photos.

Many years later when I had learned to draw, I noticed the odd projection of sunlight in the photo.  The faces of the men on the right had shadows on the left side and the men on the left had shadows on their right side.  Upon close examination, it became clear that the men had been posed in a semi-circle rather than the straight rows implied by the final print.  The shot had been taken with a special panoramic lens.  While this may seem like a trivial technical detail, the result was the correction of perspectival distortion.  Without this, the men at each end would have appeared quite small.  At that point I realized the immense technical virtuosity required to have composed the photo so meticulously.  It was years later that I realized that the timing of the photo, taken a few days before D-Day, and the care taken in its composition were intimately related.

Whenever I think of the photo of my father’s Army Company I always associate it with another photo which my parents kept in their dining room; the photo of the first MacKay Clan Reunion.  That photo was taken 40 years ago this summer and is a photo to which we all have a common bond.  When I look at this photo, I recognize all of the faces.  I can’t claim to be able to name everyone in the photo, but I can remember something about each person, a question that someone once asked, the way they tossed a water balloon, or who they would always sit with in subsequent years at the yearly reunion.  I’ve never looked closely at the composition of the photo from our first reunion.  This is not to say that it is poorly composed, but unlike the photo of my father’s Army Company, every face brings back a memory.  The photo brings back memories of a thousand conversations I have had over the past forty years.

I look forward to seeing you all in August.  I hope you bring your cameras.

Ken MacKay

40TH ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072 on Saturday, August 2nd. Please see the attached flier for the details. We are anticipating a large crowd this year in honor of the 40th year of gatherings. Our plan is to celebrate our family by being together and enjoying each other’s company.

We are asking for you to contact us – phone 716 691-4800 or email (smsarra@roadrunner.com ) - to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion to help us prepare for and have sufficient food and drink.

NOTE: For anyone planning on going to Canada while in town – you will need proof of identity and a birth certificate (or passport) to reenter the U.S.

New Members to the Clan

Liz MacKay, by marriage to Christopher MacKay, 7/3/07

Triplet sons Owen Marshall, Colben James, Logan Jon, born on 12/12/07 to Kristina Watts and Jon Kros.

Zachary Robert Russell, born 12/20/07 to Kelly and Pete Russell.

CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!!

Clan Finances

    The Clan’s finances have declined since last year at this time. We are in great need of, and will be collecting donations, contributions, or “dues” at this year’s Reunion. Contributions can also be mailed to Michael Martineck.  These  funds help pay for Clan expenses, mainly the mailing of the Courier, maintenance of the Clan web site, and expenses related to the Reunion. They have allowed us to keep the food charges at the Reunion affordable for all our families. With the cost of so many things rising quickly, all of the Clan expenses are rising as well.  Please help! 

MacKay Clan Web site

www.clanmackay.org

The web site is still going strong – check it out! It includes Clan Courier issues – current and former, the Clan Directory, info about the Reunion, and results from all the events at last year’s Reunion. 

We hope to continue to expand the web site, especially in the area of Clan History., and are looking for any suggestions, ideas, expertise you have to offer. The link for lost family members has grown; please give us updates on your families. There are a number of members whose email addresses are no longer valid – please remember to send us a notice when you change your email address!

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. At the reunion the past few years we have asked for someone from each branch of the family to type the biography of their original sibling in a Word document and submit, but we have only received two! Please help us complete this project. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@roadrunner.com   

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

Roger MacKay Family News

Greetings to all:

      Our hope is that you all survived the winter months in a pleasant way. 
We made a mini escape to Ocala, Florida for 5 weeks during January-February. 
It was a wonderful place to recover from the bronchial nonsense that seemed 
to plague several of us this past winter.
     Our motor home is out of storage and ready to go!  We have made two 
trips so far and are looking forward to many more, including a few bluegrass 
festivals in NY and PA.  Rog and his friends still have their little 
bluegrass band and will be doing some pickin' around the campfires at these 
festivals.
    Debbie and Michael are both doing very well.  Michael is still active in 
soccer and baseball and continues to bring a good looking report card home 
to Mom.  We are all very proud of him.  Debbie keeps busy with her job at 
Pivot Punch and running her household.  She and Mike were able to enjoy a 
couple of trips to Marco Island this past winter to visit friends.

Looking forward to celebrating the 40th with all of you this summer,


    Rog and Phyllis MacKay

Lawrence Family News



We’ve had a pretty good year.  Traveling quite a bit, most of the time to participate in a half marathon (13.1 miles) which has become our favorite distance.  Since the last reunion we’ve run in Erie, PA, Niagara Falls ONT, Philadelphia, Orlando, Hamilton, ONT, Cincinnati, and Cleveland.  In January while at Disney World we completed “Goofy’s Race and a Half” which consists of a Half Marathon on Saturday followed by a Marathon on Sunday.  The name says it all because you have to be Goofy to attempt it.  Not quite as challenging as an Ironman, but once is enough for us.  We found that it took too much time out our vacation since you have to get up at 3AM both days.  

When we returned from Disney this year we had an addition to our household.  Our niece Lisa had moved in while we were in Florida and spent the Spring Semester with us while attending Buffalo State.  It was nice having her with us; the biggest transition was getting the cars in the correct order in the driveway.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.

Dave & Eileen Lawrence


Bob Sutton Family News

   Bob and Dawn Sutton are back from wintering in Florida where the weather was delightful, even if the golf was iffy. 

   Our biggest, most important news is that Zachary Robert Russell was born on Dec. 30, 2007!! He was a wee baby boy with big blue eyes and lots of blonde hair. He is now 5 months old and very aware of his surroundings. He recognizes voices and faces and is a delight to all, especially his grandparents. He will be attending his first reunion this August and is looking forward to meeting his cousins.

   Greg and Lea are back safely from the Middle East. They recently purchased a boat, so they plan on getting lots of use out of it this summer. They have visited their nephew and are enthralled by him. They plan to enjoy their beautiful house on the water and hopefully will not be traveling a lot. Lea’s future plans are still undecided. Greg is back at Johns Hopkins working and continuing his advanced degree.

   Kelly and Pete are fine. They are wonderful parents. Pete is very involved in raising his son. Kelly is back at work at W.L. Gore. Zach attends the wonderful day care facility there. He loves to look at the other babies and is usually exhausted when Kelly picks him up in the afternoons. Their two dogs are adjusting to Zach now that they realize he is not going away.

   Don Sutton was hospitalized this winter and is unable to live alone any longer. He is living in an assisted living group home nearer to Hope. He is doing very well, taking walks daily and getting 3 square meals. He seems to enjoy the company of the other 3 residents. Bob sees him at least once a week.

   Bob and Dawn are planning a week’s vacation in Costa Rica this September with 2 other couples from college. We all are celebrating our 40th wedding anniversaries. We decided we wanted to go some place none of us has been before. Dawn was in charge of the planning. Yikes!

   We’re looking forward to seeing a huge crowd at the reunion. See you there!

Watts Family News

First of all we are all doing good. Big news is the birth of the triplets, but I will leave that to Kris to tell. We are still in shock and amazed, what a miracle!!  They are so BEAUTIFUL and such a joy to watch grow and develop. 
 Second is we now have a doctor in our family. Yes,  Kelly did it!! :-) 
On May 8th, 2008, Kelly graduated from Arizona State University with her doctorate of audiology (Au.D.).  Her proud parents were live in the audience while Kristina watched the ceremony via web cast.  Lynn and Jim then treated Kelly to a weekend in Las Vegas where they enjoyed the Beatles themed Cirque du Soleil show, Love.  She will soon be starting her career as an audiologist in a locale yet to be determined.  (To avoid any What? jokes, an audiologist is a professional who diagnoses, treats, and generally helps individuals with hearing loss or balance problems.)

Thirdly~ Kory has been doing some traveling this year. In March he spent 10 days in Greece with a friend who has relatives there. Did lots of site seeing and even went to a soccer game. Then in May he flew with his girl friend to Los Angeles. They did the usual site seeing and went to a LA Galaxy soccer game and a baseball game. He has also been flying down to VA to check on his nephews!! :-) 

 As for Jim and I we are getting use to being grandparents!!  Loving it!!!! 

Looking forward to the reunion this summer and hoping we do have a huge turnout!! See everybody then.

  Lynn

Michael Martineck Family News

As I write this, Sarah is in Peru with Hope for Tomorrow.  She's assisting with surgery on people who have little or no access to modern medicine.  The focus is actually on babies with cleft pallets so sever they are frequently in danger of starving to death.  Sarah went because she's a gifted "closer", able to sew up wounds without minimal scaring.  She did not go – as was my suspicion – on some kind of secret vacation.  She's up in the mountains, in a fairly remote part of the country, as their winter sets in.  
I have been left with Nina (7) and Max (2) and convinced I got the short end of the deal.  My little angel Nina just played her first violin solo.  Beethoven's "Ode to Joy".  Max got a note from day care asking that we try to dissuade him from sword fighting, as not all the kids "get it." Judy has been a huge help, when she's not helping at Beaver Island Golf Course.

That's it for interesting stuff, unless you want me to write about shifting transit rider demographics and their impact on outreach initiatives . . . yawn . . . where was I?  Hope to see you all soon.


Michael Martineck

Gary Martineck Family News

Nothing much new to report here.  Gary continues to work (he may never retire) and Bonnie continues to play. 

 We have gotten to see Abigail more this year than last.  Carl, Amy & Abby were here at Thanksgiving.  Carl and Abby came back the week before Christmas to see Scott who didn't get home for Thanksgiving.  Then in January I stayed with Abby in Denver while Carl and Amy had a weekend in Vegas.  While I was there Abby celebrated her second birthday.  Gary and I went to Denver together over Memorial Day weekend.  It was an interesting trip up there dodging tornadoes in Kansas.  Carl and Abby will be coming to Buffalo, but we aren't sure about Amy yet.

 Scott's job at the coffee shop went away when the shop closed.  While unemployed he was able to go to Denver for several days.  Luckily he got a job at Target when he got home.  Scott is planning to come to Buffalo and is rehearsing a Scottish song to sing at the meeting.

 Dad was here from Thanksgiving until March.  We are heading up there the second week of June and will make plans to bring him to Buffalo with us in August.

 We spent a week in Florida in April.  We visited with friends in Miami and St. Petersburg and Bob and Dawn in Sarasota.  We had tried to attend the PGA at Doral but it got rained out.  The previous Labor Day weekend we had signed up to work the first LPGA tournament in NW Arkansas, but that was also rained out.  I hope we don't get blacklisted.  Actually the LPGA was moved to the Fourth of July this year so we will probably have heat stroke instead.  I will be a marshall on hole 10 so watch for me.  Gary will be involved with transportation.

 The weather has been a real issue this year.  There have been tornadoes all around us.  We have had two record rain falls that caused flooding.  I had to push the pontoon off the dock after one flood.  Our house has been safe so far.  Keep your fingers crossed.  

 If we don't get washed or blown away we hope to see all of you in Buffalo in August. Looking forward to it!

 

Don Martineck Family News

The "country" Martinecks have been well since we last met. We are still enjoying our jobs and life has been quiet here in the "boonies".

 

We enjoyed a wonderful trip to Arkansas and Branson in April and were blessed to spend some quality time with Bonnie & Gary. Go see them - their home is beautiful and they are wonderful hosts! We also packed 5 shows and 2 museums along with great food and a walk through Branson Heights into 3 nights and 2 days........but we did not buy the time share - sorry.

 

June 24th Don will be getting a partial replacement on the right knee so he'll be "bionic" in both lower limbs by the time you see him. It will be nice when he can walk normally on both sides!!
 

Everyone travel safely to the 40TH - it ought to be a humdinger!!!!!
 

Don & Linda

Gerald F. MacKay Family News


Greeting to everyone and Happy 40th Anniversary to the Clan MacKay!

As John turn 65 in August, it hardly seems possible that 40 years of the wonderful summer MacKay Clan Reunions have passed as well. Both have aged graciously and both have many future celebrations to look forward to.

This past year has seen me beginning a new experience in a social work position at The Catholic Guardian Society and Home Bureau, the newest merger of two older New York agencies focused on foster care and children and family services. I am working in the Maternity Services program that focuses on parenting skills and plans for single moms and on adoption efforts on both the domestic and international levels. Since my office is located in The Terence Cardinal Cooke Building (aka The Catholic Center) on First Avenue in Manhattan, I get to share some lunch hours with John. He is still managing the bank account for the Archdiocese of New York and the offices he visits are located in this same building. Nice huh? 

We are planning a vacation in Charlotte NC and a short sightseeing visit to Atlanta while we are nearby. The wedding of Robert and Kathleen in September will bring us to Charlotte and we are looking forward to seeing them and Kathleen’s family who live in the area.

Our youngest child, Johanna (Josie) has moved to Buffalo and is living in her new apartment on Breckenridge St. She is attending UB to achieve her MLS degree. After lots of rain upon her arrival, she began to see some beautiful sunny days as well. Living a short distance from her brother Jerry and Beth is a real benefit too. We hope to see them when we are in town for the Clan Reunion.  

Regards to all from John and Mary Ellen MacKay

Jerry and Beth MacKay 

We've definitely had a busy year since you last heard from us. Our company, Littleflick Pictures, finished our first feature film,  
"Release The Funny", and premiered it at the historic Riviera Theatre  in North Tonawanda to almost 500 people! It was a great night, and everyone seemed to enjoy the film. "Release The Funny" is actually a  
feature-length collection of short films. Already, half of the shorts have been accepted to film festivals around the country (including  Portland, Seattle, San Francisco, Texas, Utah). And one of the shorts was selected for the Long Island International Film Festival (which means the parents can attend!) The film will be available on DVD and online, and we're also planning our next project. Stay tuned!


In the meantime, we've been working our day jobs and traveling around the country (mostly for work, but sometimes for fun). We're also renovating a bathroom (all for work, NOT for fun).


We're really excited about the 40th anniversary this year, and we hope to see all of you at the reunion!

Jim Sarra Family News

It has been a relatively quiet year for the Sarra’s. Both Jim and Sue are still working, with retirement set to take place sometime in ’09 - so far the plan on a winning lottery ticket to make it happen sooner hasn’t happened. In the meantime, 2 or 3 treks to Florida in the fall and spring will have to do. 

Mike has a new position with Wachovia Bank – Server Administrative Engineer. Please ask him what that means, I still don’t understand exactly what he’s doing. He’s excited by the new challenge and will be working from home – just in time to save on these outrageous gas prices. He needs to save since he has 3 friends getting married this summer and will be doing a lot of traveling for the weddings.

Christine is still living in the Rochester area, and still trying to land a teaching position. Frequent weekend trips to Buffalo allow her to stay in close touch, and get her laundry done. Recently she and Jeremy took a much needed vacation and traveled to several areas of the state, visiting old college friends and spending a few days in New York City .

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Reunion, especially all 28 of the Geist Family, who will be coming in from Idaho, many for their very first meeting of the MacKays!!

Daisher Family News

We have had a wonderful year watching our children grow.  Dorothy Sarra is now 3 and will be turning 4 in Buffalo at the reunion!  Quite opposite of her Great Grandma she is timid and shy.  She keeps busy with lots of activities.  She was a penguin in the Sun Valley Ice, loves gymnastics, skiing and dance class along with pre-school.  And of course loves being a big sis to a very active and rambunctious Audrey Lou (18 months).  Audrey is running, talking and keeps us all on our toes.  The girls had a great time on their first visit to Disneyland.  


I, Nikki, keep busy running after the kids and continue to work part time as an Occupational Therapist for kids.  I feel very lucky that the girls hang at Aunt Wendy's house or with Grandma while I work.  I also put together a Festival of BASE jumpers every year which raises money for our local kids with special needs.  I created a fund that over the past years has gained close to $100,00 from my Festival.  


Miles stays busy with Red Bull and other BASE Jumping trips.  We just spent  Memorial  Day weekend in Vegas where he jumped off a building to kick off the Red Bull party full of famous athletes.  He took 3rd in Germany in the BASE Jumping World Event, has filmed several TV shows on Rush TV and still has had to time to work on our house and spend many days playing with the girls.


Looking forward to see you all at the reunion in August.

Dan McCarthy News

We continue to work our way through  “1000 Places to See Before You Die.”  Last summer we followed up our Russian River cruise with a short trip to the Black Sea.  It gave us a chance to spend sometime in Athens and Istanbul at each end of the trip.  In September we switched to river cruising on the Rhine and Mosel to Switzerland.  I enjoyed revisiting some of the places I had been over 40 years ago when I taught school at the Air Force Dependent School near Bernkastel.  


On top of my life list has been the Taj Mahal.  Well this February, I got the chance to fulfill this wish.  We spent 12 days in India traveling from Mumbai to Delhi.  It was a fascinating country with so much contrast between wealth and poverty. We traveled by motor coach and trains between cities and were on visual overload.   We passed thru crowded towns with the small open-air shops where you can get anything from hot food, bike tires, a bed frame or a hair cut all in one small block.  Of course, cows do roam everywhere and I think Dan got a picture of everyone of them.  The ancient forts, temples and palaces were beautiful, but the ”Taj” was truly the best of all.  We got to see it at sunset and then got up early in the morning to see it again at sunrise.  Wonderful!   The only down side was the 20 flying time from Delhi home. 


 We leave in June for a trip along the western shore to the northern most point in Norway.  The round trip cruise leaves from Southampton and will be the first voyage the "Queen Victoria" has made on this itinerary.  The ship was just launched in December.


We are looking forward to the Clan reunion in August.  Daughter Megan and husband Steve hope to make it also.  See you then.

Mary Jane

Nau Family News

 

The Nau family has been very busy since the last year.


Lisa has transferred to Buff State to study Art Education and is loving all the classes.  For the Spring semester, she was living with Aunt Eileen and Uncle Dave.  She has now found a great apartment in Kenmore and is taking interesting summer classes.


Julia is graduating from Churchville Chili High School this month.  She is also going to be in Buffalo studying Business Management at Canisius College.  She was awarded the Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouts for coordinating a Family Carnival.  After working at the local Y as a lifeguard during the school year, she is returning to Camp 4H Bristol Hills as a counselor and lifeguard this summer.

Marjie is sharing the Kenmore apartment with Lisa during the week to relieve the wear and tear on her body from the 2+ hour round trip commute everyday from Rochester that has been going on for 6+ years.  The outrageous gas price sealed the decision.  Eileen, Monica and Cindy have already made fun plans for the nights she is in Buffalo.  And Lisa is sharing her great cooking skills.


Marjie turned 50 in May and John with the assistance of Lisa, Eileen and Dave pulled off an amazing birthday surprise celebration!  It was held in Batavia to allow all the friends and family to come from both Rochester and Buffalo.  Life just keeps getting better.  She received an amazing road bike from John and is enjoying exploring long challenging trips. 


John's amplifier business and bands are going strong.  His newest band has a great female vocalist and they are making great music.  We will let you know when they have any Buffalo gigs.


Look forward to seeing everyone this August!               

Ken MacKay Family News

The traveling continues…

Parker did return to Mexico City in January this year.  He hasn’t taken up residence there, but continues to nurture thoughts along those lines.  In March, he traveled to Spain, specifically the southern coast.  This happened to be a perk from his job and he took full advantage of the sun and fun in Spain.

Ken has been hopping around to Washington, DC, Miami, FL, and Boston, MA promoting/getting feedback about a computer game he is developing at the University at Buffalo.  This game deals with daylight, energy/sustainability, and building systems while designing architecture in different climatic regions.  He’s gotten some very good feedback from professionals at the American Institute of Architect conferences he’s been a speaker at.

Emily traveling has involved Buffalo; she has an apartment right off the Elmwood strip which has been great as far as closeness to school at Buffalo State College and work/Barnes and Noble Bookstore on campus…not so great since they just recently has a home invasion.

Stuart’s traveling involves heading off in new directions.  He graduated from Canisius High School the last week in May and will be living on-campus in the fall at Canisius College studying biochemistry.

As for me, I’m always along for the ride, whatever it might be!  We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.  Best wishes and good health to all!

Love,

Kenneth S. MacKay Family


Kristina Watts and Jon Krzos News

On December 12, I gave birth to triplet boys - Owen, Colben, and Logan.  It has been an amazing and exhausting experience.  They are now almost six months old and have gone from tiny, helpless, preemies to healthy, plump, curious, active little boys.  My family were here shortly after the boys' arrival and my Mom stayed for three months until I went back to work part-time.  Jon has been an incredible Dad, doing more than his fair share of diaper changing, feeding and caring.  During these months he also built - with his own two hands - an additional room on to our house to create some more space for our expanded family.  For more on daily life with triplets (and cute pictures!), see my blog at www.whateverlifebrings.blogspot.com.  Looking forward to introducing them to the Clan in August.

 

Clark Family News

Our favorite matriarch turns 80 years old this year.

To enhance the celebration, Pam and Kevin Ballacchino took Virginia to Las Vegas, Nevada in May.  This started the celebration off in the right direction!

Many quarters later, no one ended up millionaires; but a good time was had by all.  Kevin‘s driving skills were put to the test, as they couldn’t seem to pull themselves away from Sin City and had to race to catch their plane.

You’ll have to ask Ginny the easiest way out of a glass elevator- that is a story in itself….

Ginny is a big Jimmy Buffett fan and Cindy is planning a margaritaville celebration on July 23rd, as that is her actual birthday.

Cindy is still dog grooming part time and is a full-time employee at IMA Edwards, f/k/a BOC Edwards in Tonawanda, New York.

Ballacchino Family News

Well here's an update on all the Ballacchino's.  I'll try to make it short and sweet .  If not it will make great bathroom reading.  Well I'll start at the top with Kevin my loving husband.  He took me and my Mother to Las Vegas for 5 days.  It's funny I only had to mention it once and we booked the trip.  Usually I have to say things at least 2x before I get a response.  I never knew how much fun it could be watching an 80 year old woman bet 2 lines on a 25 line slot machine. (Pennies of course).  Kevin on the other hand found a home at the Golden Nugget.  He called it his own personal ATM.  That's funny cuz' that's what I was calling Kevin.  Long story short we were late for the plane on the way back so were going as fast as we can through the airport, me and Kevin take the stairs Ginny takes the elevator, Kevin is behind me about 20 feet I'm in the middle and Ginny is 20 feet in front of me(we are all facing the same direction) the elevator door slowly opens there's Ginny tapping on the door Pam,Pam?  The door slowly shuts, mind you she can't see me cuz' it's a two sided elevator, the door slowly opens and the same thing Pam,Pam??? Finally the door opens for the third time I yell I'm over here.   Can you say sitcom? The guy at the car rental counter thought so. Well on with the kids........Sean has just graduated from Five Town College this year (It's like Harvard but different).  4.0 grade average.  We are very proud.  Now he's talking about Law School (Kevin will have to make a quick jaunt to the Golden Nugget).  It will be nice having Sean and Bryce graduate at the same time ha. He is still with Kristin.   Brenden is going to the University at Buffalo. He has been a big help with Bryce.  Bryce in return has helped Brenden with his term papers.  Brittany is going to be going to Buffalo State College next semester. She received a scholarship from her job for writing an essay.  She has now been with her boyfriend Kevin for over a year.  The went to high school together. I told her if they ever break up we keep him..  She turns 20 this years which is so weird cuz' I do too.  Chelsea graduates this year. She might just go to a community college not sure on her plans yet. She has prom this weekend and she bought a  champagne colored dress.  Good thing "you can wear it again" cuz' that was the money we had set aside for our home in Hawaii. She went to Florida for Spring Break with her best friend. Taylor is now the tallest girl in the family.  It's so nice her and I can share the same clothes cuz' I never have anything to wear.  She has her permit but at this point after  teaching all the others kids to drive I think it would be easier to hire a driver. She went to NYC with one of her best friends for Spring Break.  Carisa went to Florida twice then Aruba within a 3 week span. I had Pong when I was their age ha. She will be getting her permit this year.. Carisa is always on the go I usually see the back of her head as she's leaving. Ashley is doing really well too. Okay I don't have an Ashley I just wanted to see if you were still with me.  Cameron is doing very well in 7th grade he was asked to join High School Latin while he is in 8th grade. I do know Caveat emptor thanks to Mike Brady telling Greg Brady not to buy that lemon his friend was trying to sell him.  If your over 40 you should get that one.  He is playing in the Gus Macker again this year. Madison will also be playing in the Gus Macker. Her friend asked her cuz' Madison is the most athletic kid in her school (boys too). She got the highest score on the Pacer (like an athletic test) and had the most pullups of boys or girls.  Her and I share clothes too. Bryce is doing great he also will be getting his permit this year.  He will be 3 this year.  Hopefully he can stay the whole picnic this year last year he got sick all over Kevin.  Me I'm doing fine still modeling with the Ford agency ( well when I'm not doing laundry that is).  Hope every one is doing well and see you in August.............

Newton Family News 

Pat and his Dad built our new house and we have been there for 18 months.  We have been very busy this year.  Nicole the oldest (14) is in cheerleading and we have traveled to Atlantic City, Virginia Beach and several day trips for competitions.  Brooke (11) just finished a softball tournament Saturday and of course it was over 90 degrees.  Brody (3) is keeping us very busy and he never sits still.  

 

See you in August

Carl Martineck News

Hello from Colorado. This is the Reader's Digest version of our lives since last August: I am heading into my final year of law school while continuing  to work at the University of Denver. A new job/internship is likely in the works within six months. This year's skiing was more successful, no season ending knee injuries on the first outing of the year as in 2006. The golf clubs are firmly attached to the ceiling of the garage and they will remain out of harm's way indefinitely. This summer's adventures will probably entail fishing, hiking and kayaking. Amy is on recess from teaching special education at Heritage High School in Littleton, CO. The summer is seemingly not long enough to recover from the trials of public education. She will be Abby's swimming and potty training coach for the next month before heading to North Dakota for her annual cool off period on the farm. 

 In other words, nothing new and exciting for Amy and me. But for the adventures of Abby, our story would be even shorter. Two is a funny age as I'm sure my cousins will attest. Some days require our utmost patience, while others abound with amusing high jinks. 

 This year Abigail will be sponsoring her own version of her grandpa's Clan Contest: 1) She has already challenged her parents, but would like everyone in attendance at the reunion to submit their definition of a "Poop-frogger." 2) She has also informed us that Grandpa Gary will indeed do somersaults. Please submit wagers on the number of somersaults to be completed before August 2.

 See you soon, 

Carl Martineck
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