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The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

41ST ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072 on Saturday, August 1st. Please see the attached flier for the details. We hope to once again celebrate our family by being together and enjoying each other’s company.

We are asking for you to contact us – phone 716 691-4800 or email (smsarra@roadrunner.com ) - to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion to help us prepare for and have sufficient food and drink.

NOTE: For anyone planning on going to Canada while in town – you will need a passport or an enhanced drivers license to reenter the U.S.

New Members to the Clan

Madeline Jane Tzetzo, born on September 23, 2008 to Susan and Jim Tzetzo.

Cassie Pencek, by marriage to Jarred Pencek in October, 2008.

Tyler Pechar, born in November, 2008 to Jennifer and Tony Pechar.

Violet Marilyn Cash, born on December 15, 2008 to David and Elizabeth Cash.

Chase Michelle Martineck was born on February 6, 2009 to Lisa and Christopher Martineck.

Eli James Daisher was born on May 23, 2009 to Nikki and Miles Daisher.

CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!!

Clan Finances

    The Clan’s finances have remained steady this past year. However, we continue to be in need of, and will be collecting donations, contributions, or “dues” at this year’s Reunion. Contributions can also be mailed to Michael Martineck.  These funds help pay for Clan expenses, mainly the mailing of the Courier, maintenance of the Clan web site, and expenses related to the Reunion. They have allowed us to keep the food charges at the Reunion affordable for all our families. With the cost of so many things rising quickly, all of the Clan expenses are rising as well.  Please help! 

MacKay Clan Web site

www.clanmackay.org

The web site has undergone a revision, thanks to Mike Sarra (with nagging by Mom and Dad!)  It includes Clan Courier issues – current and former, the Clan Directory, info about the Reunion, and results from all the events at last year’s Reunion. The photographs taken at last years reunion are now on the site – finally!

We hope to continue to expand the web site, especially in the area of Clan History, and are looking for any suggestions, ideas, expertise you have to offer. The link for lost family members has grown; please give us updates on your families. There are a number of members whose email addresses are no longer valid – please remember to send us a notice when you change your email address! Every year we lose touch with some members who fail to give us their updated information.

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. At the reunion the past few years we have asked for someone from each branch of the family to type the biography of their original sibling in a Word document and submit, but we have only received two! Please help us complete this project. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@roadrunner.com   

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

Roger MacKay Family News

Greetings to fellow Clan members,
    Our past year has been very good to us.  After a summer of traveling with our motorhome to various campgrounds with our  camping club, to bluegrass festivals in the hills and enjoying the good weather in WNY, we had a wonderful holiday season with family and friends.
    We spent the two months of February and March in Arcadia, Florida at Craig's RV Park.  Our friends from Middleport are regular residents there also and were instrumental in helping us make the decision to try this location.  We found it to be an extremely friendly park and played like children for the two months we were there.  Roger and I were the proud parents of three brides in a mock wedding, hobby horse jockeys in a Kentucky Derby race complete with fancy hats and mint juleps, and stars of the "Oldey Wed Game" in theclubhouse.  It seems the older we get, the younger we get!
     We are looking forward to another summer of happy events including 
seeing all of you at the next MacKay Clan Reunion.
    Love to all, Roger & Phyllis MacKay



Bob Sutton Family News

Bob and I have been very busy this past year. It's amazing that we ever found time to work! 

   In September we went to Costa Rica for a week with two other couples from college. All of us celebrated 40 years of marriage! We had a wonderful time and saw lots of animals. We also enjoyed the food and drinks. Bob took many pictures of the wild life. Ask Bob about his encounter with a monkey.

   We returned to our home in Florida in October. Life is tough there -- golfing, kayaking, dining out. I'm sure you all commiserate with us.

  In November we spent a week at the World Golf Resort in St. Augustine. We toured St. Augustine to get in our quota of history then played a lot of golf.

   During the week between Christmas and New Year's Day we were with all of our kids and Zachary who celebrated his first birthday with us. It was wonderful being with Greg, Lea, Kelly and Pete and, of course, Zach.

   Jim and Sue visited us in March. Jim and Bob played in a golf tournament for the third year. For the third year they didn't do well, but a good time was had by all anyway.

   In April we spent a week in the Dominican Republic with Greg and Lea. We stayed about a mile from Kite Beach on the north shore of the island which is known as one of the best kite boarding beaches in the world. Greg and Lea were very pleased since they both kite board. They really enjoyed themselves. We all had a great time. Bob and I were especially happy that Greg speaks fluent Spanish and could guide us around.

   We are now back in Pennsylvania for the summer. 

   Zachary continues to be the light of our lives. He's walking, talking and generally into everything. He says "Bob" loud and clear but is still reluctant to say "Grandma." I'm working on that work, believe me!

   We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion. Until then, stay healthy and keep laughing.

Watts Family News

Hi everybody!
 It has been another busy and crazy year that flew by. Jim and I have been enjoying being grandparents more and more, which we didn't know could be possible. The triplets are so much fun. Each time with them is so exciting. They are fast learners and keep us on our toes!!  Something new each day!!  I have been trying to get to VA as often as I can. It never seems like enough!! :-(

 Jim and I went on our 1st cruise in November. It was a Rick Springfield and friends cruise. It was a whole lot of fun!!  Lots of concerts and question and answer times and even a concert on the beach at Cozumel. 

 Jim, Kory and I decided to go to more hockey games in other cities. So we flew out to Denver for a weekend, and then went to a game in DC. Kory went to LA, Pittsburgh and Columbus with out us! He even took in soccer games. Next year hoping to go more places, and for the Sabres to have a much better season. 

 In October Dr.Kelly moved to Johnson City, TN. She is now working at a Veterans Hospital. Kory and I drove down with her for the move. Jim flew in and helped us get her all moved in. I will be spending 10 days with her in September. We plan to go to Knoxville and Nashville. She has been doing quite a bit of site seeing and getting to know the area. 

 Looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion. 

   love lynn

Michael Martineck Family News



Oh we’re so boring I can’t believe you’re even reading this.   Chris and Lisa welcomed Chase Michelle to world this past February, so that’s pretty exciting.  A beautiful, healthy, subtle girl - she has that look of someone plotting something.  She can’t write yet, so she can’t be making notes, still . . . Natalie has taken quit nicely to being a big sister.   

Nina Martineck received an award from the National French Society.    Grandma Judy said ‘don’t you mean National Freedom Society’, but we reminded her that we’re all friends again.  Max continues to raise interest amongst evolutionary biologists.  They theory being he carries traits that assure adequate allocation of resources by ensuring he’s the last sibling.   He’s good, mostly, and exhausting always. 

Everyone else is just as you remember them, though, in some cases, with less hair.

Gary Martineck Family News

Hello from Arkansas. I feel I always have to say where we're from because people seem to think we live in Arizona or Alaska.

 

This has been a very busy winter and spring for the Martineck boys. First of all, Carl has completed his requirements for Law School and graduated on May 16. Gary and I went to Denver for the ceremony, then Carl and Abby came here for a week. (Amy was still teaching) He is now taking classes for the bar which will be the end of July. One more tax test follows in early August and then he hopes to find a job. He did an internship for a judge during the second half of the school year. We are very proud of his accomplishment.

 

Scott is still managing the mall coffee shop. In his spare time this winter he sang with the Knoxville Choral Society and the Chamber Choir. He was also recommended to the Knoxville Opera Company and sang with their chorus for a couple of fund raisers. This led to a chorus part in each of their two operas this year. All four of the opera jobs were paying jobs which is nice for a change. Unfortunately the fund raisers didn't bring in the money they had hoped for so the company had to shut down after only two operas. Gary, Dad and I drove over to Knoxville to see Rigoletto in Feb. I hope the company can get back on their feet and allow Scott another opportunity to sing with the group next year. 

 

As with every other company in the country, Gary's has been going through some downsizing. Every month there are layoffs of both management and workers. It's been very stressful. In March Gary began having to take a week per month without pay, so we drove over to Destin, FL for a few days for a little golf and just plain relaxing. 

 

In April, the week coincided with a planned trip to Hot Springs for the Arkansas Derby on Easter weekend. So on the way home we stayed two nights at the Lodge at Mt. Magazine. This a state park and the highest point in AR. Unfortunately it was so cold and windy and foggy that we couldn't appreciate the views until the day we left. Also we never dreamed we'd need winter coats.

 

In May our week-off ended with a night in Kansas City, from where we would be flying to Denver for Carl's graduation. While in the KC area we visited Harry Truman's birth place and then the Presidential Library. We also toured a very interesting paddle boat museum. The boat had sunk in the Missouri River and 150 years later after the river had changed course was dug up in a corn field.

 

Our June week will be spent in WI visiting Dad and other relatives. Dad will be 90 in Aug and we kids can't all get there at the same time, so it looks like his birthday party will be stretched out all summer. Dad said the fishing has been good but that usually stops the second Gary steps foot in the state. I also have a niece and nephew graduating from high school that week.

 

In May I turned 60. My neighbor will be 60 in June so we threw ourselves a big party for the neighborhood. We only asked for appropriately obnoxious cards and, boy, did we get them! I didn't know that Gary had tried to get our friends from OH, IL and Hot Springs to come for Memorial Day. Only the ones from Hot Springs could make it because of the economy, again. That was also while Carl and Abby were here, so my friend got to practice being a grandma while the men played golf.

 

Our lake was lowered 6 feet this winter for ecological reasons and also so people could make repairs to seawalls and docks. Thanks to all the rain the lake came back up pretty quickly and we got our boat back from storage while Carl was here. Abby went home with big stories about Grandpa Gary driving the boat so fast and hitting waves and water splashing in and getting us and, Minnie, the dog all wet. 

 

Carl and Scott will be going to WI this year instead of Buffalo, probably around the same time as the Clan Reunion. I sure would like to see Abby's reaction to all the stuffed animals and fish on the walls in Grandpa Carl's house. I'm sure she'll enjoy watching the deer that come into the yard.

 

Well, that's all the news from here. Gary and I WILL be at the reunion so you'd better warm up your thinking caps for Gary's contests.  See you all in August.

Jim Sarra Family News

The Sarra’s have had a busy year. Christine and boyfriend Jeremy moved from Rochester to the Pittsburgh area last September and are still learning how to get around! By the time they get the hang of it, another move may be in the works – this time it might be back to Buffalo, which is what they want. 

Michael has been busy traveling around the country for several weddings of friends – Salt Lake City, New York City, Florida, and Buffalo. He’s happy to still be in Charlotte and employed by Wachovia (now Wells Fargo) given all of the banking problems, and his department is still on firm footing following the takeover. Mike and girlfriend Laureen were recently in Buffalo for a wedding and will be returning for the reunion.

Last year while driving Mike to NYC for one of the weddings, Jim Sue and Mike stopped to take a tour at the Woodstock Museum at Bethel, NY – it is a beautiful setting and an impressive building. We recommend visiting it if you’re in the area. We spent a few days in the lower Hudson region and enjoyed seeing FDR’s home and the Culinary Institute. Naturally some golf was squeezed in as well.

Jim is planning on retiring at the end of the year, and is looking forward to that. He surprised Sue for their 35th wedding anniversary by shaving his mustache – he’s had one for 39 years! Sue had never seen him without one – quite a shock! He’s hoping the change helps his golf game (he’s that desperate!), since not much else seems to be working.

Sue is up to her ears in work – she recently got a promotion, but is currently doing both her old job and the new one and is finding it to be nearly impossible. 

Daisher Family News

The Daisher family had a great time in Buffalo for last year’s reunion.  We also enjoyed a family trip to Disney World in January.  Miles continues to travel the world with Red Bull and is going to be filming a 3-D Imax movie this summer.  Dorothy is signed up for kindergarten in the fall, has mastered skiing, likes to ice-skate, dance and do gymnastics.  She will turn 5 in August.  Audrey turned 2 this past December, likes to ski fast with her sister, loves gymnastics and can't wait to start dancing.  I am patiently waiting the arrival of our third child due May 12th.  Guess you'll have to find out next year if it is a boy or girl.

NOTE – A bouncing baby boy – Eli James - was born 5/23/09!

.

Dan McCarthy News

For everyone who signed the clan quilt top at the 40th reunion, “Thank you.” It is now finished.  The ladies at my quilt guild were impressed when I took it to show. 


Dan and I are still finding great places to visit.  Last fall we flew to Montreal, spent a few days there then took the train to Quebec City.  There we boarded the “Eurodam” and cruised up the St. Lawrence and down the east coast, stopping in Maine, Boston and New York City. The fall foliage was beautiful and something we really miss living Florida.


In January, the “Mariner of the Sea” was relocating from Port Canaveral to Los Angeles.  As it is too big to go thru the Panama Canal, it had to go round South America.  We took the first two legs of the trip.   That took use to Rio, Buenos Aires, and around Cape Horn to Valparaiso.  We were lucky to great weather all the way because we had been told that the sea can be very rough at Cape Horn.  Our Captain even anchored visited the family who lives there. Did you know that Cape Horn is really an island? 


While the traveling was great, our best news came on Easter.  Our daughter Megan announced that she was expecting in mid September.  She and Steve are as excited as they have been married 17 years and thought it might never happen.   The rest of the grandkids are looking forward to their new cousin.

We are still signed up for a tour of some of the National Parks out west in August, so we won’t make it to the picnic this year.  Then we will stay at home for a while to welcome the newest member of the McCarthy family.

Nau Family News

Marjie, Lisa and Julia went on a Disney cruise with Dan, MaryJane, Tim, Monica, JJ and Reese McCarthy and Eileen and Dave Lawrence at the end of May.  It was fun-great to catch and get to know the cousins better, but too short.  Then Eileen, Dave, Marjie, Lisa and Julia went to the Disney parks for 6 days.  Since Marjie hadn't been there in some time, it was great to have Dave and Eileen as veteran tour guides.  Ask Julia about the Indiana Jones stunt show.
 

Marjie was promoted to an Administrative Vice President at M&T Bank., still focusing on Lending Regulatory Compliance.  Obviously, it has been extremely busy with the economy and the mortgage crisis.

 

John continues to work extremely hard with his musical amplifier business and multiple bands.  John and Marjie are doing a lot of bike riding.

 

Lisa received Honors recognition from Buffalo State in her Art Education studies.  She will be working at the 4-H Camp Wyomoco in Varysburg this summer--providing arts and crafts programs.

 

Lisa and Marjie moved to a new apartment in Buffalo-not fun for all to have to pack and unpack.

 

Julia completed her freshmen year at Canisius with her cousin Stuart,  She worked at the Delaware Y as a lifeguard and will return to the 4-H Camp Bristol Hills this summer.

 

Marjie, Eileen, Monica and Cindy had a wonderful winter weekend at a cabin near Peak and Peek in January to celebrate Cindy's birthday.  

 

Ken MacKay Family News

Ken and I just returned from a ‘hop across the pond’.  To celebrate our 25th wedding anniversary we travelled to Ireland and Scotland.  What a wonderful trip!  Did you know that less than 10% of the population in Ireland is over the age of 60??  Youth is evident everywhere!  A little parental control might not be a bad idea.  Our stay in Scotland was just one day; we flew in early in the morning and returned to Dublin late at night.  We spent part of the afternoon in a local pub watching a futbol match (and watching the locals).  Scotland is a country we will surely want to get back to.  Ken got a little excited buying MacKay souvenirs.  If we are lucky, he may remember to bring his MacKay bagpipe refrigerator magnet to the reunion!

On the homefront…Stuart finished his first year at Canisius College.  We think he learned a lot – living on campus, studying, and getting involved.  Plus he must have grown at least another inch!  By the time you read this, Emily will be an official graduate, with honors, from Buffalo State College.  She’s onto graduate school at Canisius College in the fall for the Masters in College Student Personnel Administration (CSPA).  In addition, she was selected to be the Resident Advisor for the International Students dorm.  The CSPA program should be a wonderful fit for her plus open up new experiences and adventures.  Parker moved into a great little apartment on Allen Street just down from Gabriel’s Gate.  He and Quetzali have really settled in and made it their home.  Come the fall, Parker will be attending UB Law School.  We are so fortunate they everyone is moving ahead and doing well at this point in their lives.

The MacKay Girls Get-Together (we vowed to “get-together” the last Wednesday of each month and take turns hosting) is closing in on one year of dinner and fun.  Marjie, Eileen, Cindy, and I spent a weekend in the woods this past January.  Cory (Emily’s SO) and his family have a wonderful ‘farm’ located near Findley Lake.  The cabin was built by Cory’s grandfather and is a shared place for family members.  They also rent it out.  Check out their website: http://ballylough.org/.  We happened to have been there on a snowy weekend…it was beautiful.  Snowshoeing, cross country skiing, hiking, shopping, and most of all, ‘peace and quiet’…it’s all there!

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion.

Love and good health to all,

Kenneth MacKay Family 


Kristina Watts and Jon Krzos News

It's been an amazing year watching the triplets grow.  They are now 18 months old and they are literally running in three directions, starting to talk, wrestling with each other, and just being generally adorable.  Yes, we can tell them apart but they do all look a lot alike and we still dress them in their assigned colors (Owen is red/yellow, Colben is blue, and Logan is green).  They have definitely developed individual personalities (Owen tends to be the leader, although they do take turns being dominant; Colben is more of a loner who enjoys sitting quietly "reading" books or doing puzzles; Logan is pretty mellow and a good mommy's helper, always finding bottles and binkies and giving them to the other boys.) We've taken a couple trips up to the Buffalo area to visit family but otherwise travel with them is pretty limited.  They were ringbearers in Jon's cousin's wedding in May - wearing cute little suits, they ran up the aisle and delivered the "rings" to the best man perfectly.  We try to get them out of the house for a fun activity at least once a week, whether it's to the zoo, a nearby park, or whatever.  They love to run around in wide open grassy areas, and up and down ramps.  For lots of pictures and some video, see www.whateverlifebrings.blogspot.com.  Jon and I are still at the same jobs, same house, etc. and getting a little more sleep these days, especially when the grandparents come to visit/help!

Ralph MacKay Family News

Adele had a stroke in December 2007 and has been living at Bethany Village skilled nursing ever since.  She knows everyone but has trouble communicating.  I try to visit her every other weekend.  I am still at the same job and in the same house.  Pretty boring- I enjoy knitting, reading, going to my grandsons’ sporting events and going out with friends.  Brett (12 years old)- my oldest grandson is active in basketball, football and baseball- also plays the guitar.  Lucas (9 years old)- the middle one is active in wrestling, football and baseball.  I have a new grandson- Blake who is 15 months old- adorable!  These are all my daughter Heather and her husband Jeff’s kids.  My son Jarrad got married this past October to Cassie and they live in Coraopolis- near Pittsburgh.  He works for PNC and she works for an educational software company.  We all had a great time at the wedding as is the MacKay tradition- Cassie’s family certainly knows how to party too and they are a big family. 

My daughter, Jenise left her job this past year and went into business with a friend- it is an interior design firm in Philadelphia- August Interiors.  One of their clients is Chase Utley from the Phillies!  Recently she ran in the Broad Street 10 mile run for the American Cancer Society- I cheered her on in the rain!

News form the Edward MacKay family:

Ed MacKay got a promotion this year, he is now the Chancellor of the University System of New Hamphshire- we are all very proud!  Phyllis retired but was working part time at UNH.  This year she has had more time to visit Holly and Neil and their son Liam in Arlington and go to Duke basketball games!  Cameron MacKay graduated from the University of Connecticut and works in admissions for them.

From Bob and Barb MacKay:

Jennifer and Tommy Pechar arrived from England after spending one and a half years in England (Black and Veatch) with his job.  Recently, they moved to Bogart, GA and are really enjoying the area.  Tyler, who is now 8 months old is going to  learn to swim since the climate is perfect for swimming 9 months out of the year.    Jennifer is enjoying the opportunity to stay at home with him and loving every minute of it!

Jeff and Karen, Alyssa and Ian are very busy with all the activities that come with a young family.  Softball, gymnastics and swimming top it off.  Jeff is very busy with his business, NTM Engineers, who now employs over 16 people in the last two years.  Karen is a very busy stay at home mom taxiing the kids around to all their activities and taking up some of her own.   Jeff does a lot of teaching in various cities on the east coast so Karen and the kids get to have extra vacations during these times.

Bob and Barb are still hard at work but Barb has the opportunity to retire in August from Capital BlueCross….she’s taking it!  She told Bob that she’ll stay home and take care of a new puppy if he decides to get another dog.  Our social life is quite active and our kids tell us we have a more active social life than they do (think they’re jealous?).  We love having the grandchildren over and can’t believe how fast they’re growing up!  Are we getting old?     

Carl Martineck News

A quick hello from Colorado: I am finally...no really...done with school. Law school graduation was on May 16. The Bar Exam is at the end of July. In the meantime, I have to re-learn everything there is to know about the law in order to pass. Fingers crossed, I will be entering the workforce in August.

Amy is on summer break from teaching. She has another year to go before she completes her Masters in education.

Abigail started gymnastics lessons two weeks ago, and while mom is on break, she is visiting numerous attractions in the Denver area.  Unfortunately, she still has energy to spare, and there is not a moment of rest.

Amy and Abby will be in North Dakota at the farm most of July while I hit the books.

We are currently thinking about an out of state move next summer. We have no definite plans yet, but I have a feeling we'll be updating everyone from somewhere colder next year.

Finally, we will not be able to make the trip to Buffalo this year.  Too much going on, too many other obligations...and, sadly, none of us have any titles to defend at the Clan Reunion.

I will leave everyone with a special prayer from Abby: 

"Dear Jesus, please help Grandpa Carl not to throw Grandpa Gary over the edge."

I think that deserves an Amen.

Take care,
Carl

Ippolito Family News

Michael and Stephen had a great spring soccer season.  Stephen's team received first in two tournaments and Michael's received first in one.  Stephen has been very busy with Boy Scouts, guitar, soccer, and track.  He starts drivers ed this summer and is almost as tall as Joe.  Michael is busy with Webelos, soccer, and piano.  Andrew loves swimming and soccer.  An Anthony is busy with gymnastics and swimming.  We went skiing a few times this year, with Camilla joining us 3 times.  The first time she was only 22 mos!  We have been enjoying living out of town on the 3 acres of land.  All the best to Buffalo! 

Christopher Martineck Family News

Our family has grown.  Please welcome Chase Michelle Martineck - born February 6th, 2009.  All went well with delivery, and Lisa is doing great.  Chase is a terrific baby.  And Natalle has been a wonderful big sister, helping out whenever she can.
 

In preparation for having two little ones (plus our Weinaramer, Mercedes), I ran the Chicago Marathon last October.  It was a death march, as the temperatures hit the high 80's.  With that said, it did make the cold beer afterwards taste even better.

 

Lisa has been planning out her new salon.  It's due to open somewhere in August or Sept.  She will still be downtown - now in the refurbished (old) Federal building - diagonal from the Spot Coffee Shop (for those who know downtown Buffalo.)  She's very excited about the larger space, new layout, and change of scenery.  

 

That's all for now...have to go make a bottle.  See everyone soon!

 

Chris, Lisa, Natalle, Chase Martineck

Russell Family News

This has been a great year for the Russell family!  Pete and I are both in tip-top shape (just kidding) from running after a baby turned toddler.  Zachary keeps us both very busy and he also keeps us laughing all the time.  Fortunately he doesn’t seem to have the Dawn/Kelly/Greg infamous laugh/cackle…..yet.  

Zach is now 17 months old and already loves golf and basketball….oh, and his grandfather “Bob”, as he calls him.  He does dearly love his grandma Dawn as well but it’s funny that “Bob” was his third word, only after Mama and Dada.  He already flirts with all the girls at daycare and apparently is the only one in the class that likes to dance…and will break out into dance even without music.  So he definitely has some of his great-grandpop Don in him.  He’s also quite the daredevil and enjoys anything that goes fast or looks dangerous…so, needless to say, he also has some of his uncle Greg and aunt Lea in him – and he truly enjoys entertaining them whenever he has the chance.  I can feel the grey hairs coming in as I type.  

Pete started a new job this past February with Sallie Mae.  He manages all direct mail for the collections department and really enjoys it.  Even though Sallie Mae is in the financial services industry, it’s actually growing and keeping Pete very busy.  So between work and Zach, his golf game pretty much stinks, which should make defending his golf title difficult Reunion weekend (  It has been incredible watching Pete as a dad – he is a wonderfully hands-on dad who loves to teach Zach new things every day and there is nothing better than watching them both outside with their golf clubs.  

I am still with Gore and still love both my job and the company.  I transitioned into a Human Resources Business Partner role in January and have truly enjoyed it.  My main responsibilities are people/leadership development and business strategy so it’s the best of both worlds.  But, I will admit, my favorite “job” these days is being a mom.  

We are looking forward to seeing everyone in August!

Love, 

Pete, Kelly and Zach Russell

Greg Sutton Family

It’s been another crazy year but summer is back and life on the water is good.  Both Lea and I spent a lot of time on the road for work … a month in Vegas and multiple trips to Florida for me while Lea had several trips to California, Hawaii and Japan.  On top of it all, I’m still taking classes towards my masters in system’s engineering at Johns Hopkins.  Barring an unexpected deployment with the reserves, this time next year I should finally be finished!

We were lucky enough to spend a week with Mom, Dad, Pete, Kelly and Zach in Florida for New Year’s and Zach’s first birthday.  We were all hoping to see his first steps but he wasn’t quite ready.  We spent another week with Mom and Dad in April in the Dominican Republic.  Although Mom and Dad would have preferred the resorts of Punta Cana, they were gracious enough to appease our wind addiction and reserved a place in Cabarete on the north coast.  Lea and I were in kiteboarding heaven!

Our biggest news this year comes from Lea, who, starting August 1st, will no longer be property of the U.S. Navy.  It’s a big transition but she couldn’t be happier about it.  She started her terminal leave in May, and has a busy summer planned, with trips to LA and NYC.  I’d love to tell you what she’s going to be doing when she’s out but she hasn’t narrowed it down enough to even take a guess.  We’ll keep everyone posted!

Jeff Geist Family News

It has been another busy year for the Jeff Geist family in Twin Falls, Idaho. Work and the kids keep Jeff and I going all the time. 
 

Ashley is in 10th grade, and she is enjoying being at the High School. She keeps busy with her competitive gymnastics, and participating in the concert choir at the High School. Ashley placed fourth in her age division in the Idaho State Gymnastics Meet this year. Ashley's team mates called us the next day after the meet to let us know she had her picture on the front page of the Pocatello newspaper sports section for the State Meet. That was a fun surprise for us.

 

Ryan is in 9th grade and this is his last year in Junior High. Ryan played for the Varsity High School Soccer team this year, and he really enjoyed it. He also plays on a competitive soccer league called the Twin Falls Rapids Club. He will also play on a junior golf league this summer. Ryan is looking forward to taking driver's education this year.

 

Jeff and I are always busy with family things like driving kids places, helping with homework, and traveling for sports. Jeff is still very active with biking and swimming. He will do 200 mile bike ride called Lotoja Classic with a team this summer. He has done this ride before by himself and the family provides support for him during this type of bike race. It is a lot of fun because all of us are involved in whole process of this bike race.

 

We are still waiting for Jeff's sister Nikki to have her baby this month. Everytime the phone rings and its Nikki, we think she calling us to let us know the baby's on its way. Her due date was the first week of May. I am sure you will get the update on Nikki before the Clan courier is out at the end of this month.

 

Our family really enjoyed being at the Clan Reunion last year. It was so fun to see and meet with old and new family members.

 

Jeff, Janice, Ashley & Ryan Geist family
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