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The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!

Chieftain’s Message

The World Cup started today.  Putting my enthusiasm for soccer aside, I know that nationalism is a difficult subject in the contemporary world, but in our immediate family there is still something exciting about choosing our favorites to follow throughout the tournament.  If I remember correctly (not being close enough to a computer to ‘Google’), Scotland has only qualified for the tournament once in the last five world cups.  They were overmatched in the opening game and lost two to zero.  I sat conflicted as I watched Ronaldo (original; not the one who dates a Kardashian) smoothly slide by a resolute Scottish defender, my love for the game conflicted with my love for an imagined heritage.  This year I chose Spain.  They are the number one team in the power rankings, besides while I may be chieftain of the Clan MacKay, the paella that I once had in Barcelona is better than haggis.  I can’t wait to see you all on the first Saturday of August.



Chieftain Ken

42nd ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION

This year’s reunion will be held again at the Knight’s of Columbus, 1841 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY 14072 on Saturday, August 7th. Please see the attached flier for the details. We hope to once again celebrate our family by being together and enjoying each other’s company.

We are asking for you to contact us – phone 716 691-4800 or email (smsarra@roadrunner.com) - to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion to help us prepare for and have sufficient food and drink.

NOTE: For anyone planning on going to Canada while in town – you will need a passport or an enhanced drivers license to reenter the U.S. Also, due to major construction on the South Grand Island bridges, please plan on extra travel time to reach the Reunion

New Members to the Clan

Penelope Foley MacKay, born on November 1, 2009 to Jerry and Beth MacKay.

Jeremy Dusher, by marriage to Christine Sarra, January 23, 2010.

Shane Bernard Russell, born March 12, 2010 to Kelly and Pete Russell

CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!!

Clan Finances

    The Clan’s finances have remained steady this past year. However, we continue to be in need of, and will be collecting donations, contributions, or “dues” at this year’s Reunion. Contributions can also be mailed to Michael Martineck.  These funds help pay for Clan expenses, mainly the mailing of the Courier, maintenance of the Clan web site, and expenses related to the Reunion. They have allowed us to keep the food and beverage charges at the Reunion affordable for all our families. With the cost of so many things rising quickly, all of the Clan expenses are rising as well.  Please help! 

MacKay Clan Web site

www.clanmackay.org

The web site continues to be maintained. Anyone with ideas for improving or expanding it, please contact Mike Sarra.  It includes Clan Courier issues – current and former, the Clan Directory, info about the Reunion, and results from all the events at last year’s Reunion. 

We hope to continue to expand the web site, especially in the area of Clan History, and are looking for any suggestions, ideas, expertise you have to offer. The link for lost family members has grown; please give us updates on your families. There are a number of members whose email addresses are no longer valid – please remember to send us a notice when you change your email address! Every year we lose touch with some members who fail to give us their updated information.

The links for each branch of the family are there to be used in any way you’d like – family info, pictures, etc. Items you would like to have posted should be e-mailed to smsarra@roadrunner.com   

We can also have links connecting to other web sites of interest to Clan members – if anyone has a business site, etc. Let us know your ideas! 

Roger MacKay Family News

Greetings to all members of the clan from Roger and Phyllis MacKay!
    It really seems that the clan news updates come around sooner every year!  I'm sure we are not the only ones who feel that time flies by very quickly.  This is not necessarily a bad thing, as it must mean that we have 
many things to do to fill our days.
    We were fortunate to be able to spend 3 months in Zephyrhills, Florida this winter.  Not to say the weather was wonderful - records were set for the coldest winter in Florida's history.  Instead of basking in the sun, we designated Thursday as our "date day" and the fellows took us to see a movie 
and out to dinner.  Music seems to be everywhere in Zephyrhills and we enjoyed many jams and concerts in several of our friends' parks.  Roger had opportunities to play his guitar in some of the jam sessions.  This was the first year we drove our own motorhome to Florida and we found it to be a good experience.  Our park was very nice, we had a wonderful time with our friends from NY who also stayed in our park, and it was also great making friends as well.  Debbie, Michael and Marty stopped to visit with us on their way to Marco Island.
    We are enjoying the warm weather in NY now and have been busy making our 
yard and gardens look nice.  Several trips with the motor home are in our plans.
    Wishing everyone good health and happy days ahead.
Rog and Phyllis


Bob Sutton Family News

   As I write this, our life is in chaos. We have sold our house in PA and settle on June 18th. We arrived back in PA on June 1st, so you can imagine the panic. Between dividing our stuff between Greg and Kelly, giving to Goodwill, storing what is to go to Florida and trying to sell some things, I'm dazed and confused (which doesn't take a lot to do!)

   We've had a good year. Our greatest news is that we are grandparents  for the second time with the arrival of Shane Bernard  Russell on March 12th. Kelly and Shane are fine. He is now 3 months old and at the best age ---cooing and smiling and not going anywhere. Since we never saw Zachary at this age, we are truly enjoying Shane.

   Life in Florida is good.  Our winter was tough, as was everyone's. We had lots of frost damage and many cold golf days. (I’m sure you all feel sorry for us.)  We have made some good friends in our new home state, but we miss seeing old friends and especially family.

   We really loved seeing family members at Chris and Jeremy's wedding. Wow! Everyone looked different in "dress up" clothes!

   We are frequent visitors to Disney World. It's nice to take our time to go to each of the areas and to play golf. (Bob enjoys this part more than I do!)

   We're looking forward to seeing everyone in August. 

Watts Family News

Let's see what have we been up to? I am recovering from taking care of the triplets for the past 3 weeks!! So I may not be able to think! LOL  Kris and Jon sold their house and had to pack, the house they thought they had bought fell thru so it was a mess for them. They had to find a place to live until they can buy another house, so I had the pleasure of taking care of the boys!! It was tiring, by night time I felt my age, but I LOVED every second of it. The boys are 2 1/2 now and so much fun!! I miss them so much now that they are back in their "summer home" as Kris calls it. 
Kory and his girlfriend, Jesse, and Kelly leave soon for South Africa. They will be going to the World Cup games and site seeing in South Africa. Make sure you ask them about it at the reunion.

August 6th is my Dad~ Wendell's 80th birthday. Will be having a party here at our house. Looks like we are getting quite the turn out. The family reunion will be a good one this year with all the McCready's showing up! :-) 

Jim hasn’t been traveling as much for work this year. He did make a trip to Brazil. I flew out to Omaha in March to attend a Bon Jovi concert with my sisters~ Denise and Karen. Spent a couple days out there going to lunch and shopping. 

Our big news this year is Kelly is getting married!! :-)  No date has been set yet. We are very happy for her. Kip is a wonderful man. 

Hope to see everybody at the reunion this year. 

 Lynn 

Michael Martineck Family News


Hello family,

Here’s a quick up-date:  Max finished his first year at Montesorri school.  We get our share of rolling eyes when we ask the teachers how he was that day, but overall, he’s doing very well.  He can use “seriously” and “are you out of your mind” in the correct context.  We’re so proud.  Nina has finished the third grade without incident, capping off the year with a violin solo and a ballet recital.  Sarah has completed her first full year on her own, as a consultant.  She’s kind of like a research pirate, swooping in, taking data and stealing away.  But the studies help people, so that’s cool, and she doesn’t have to wear an eye-patch or anything.  I finally have another book coming out.  Cinco de Mayo hits the shelves September 1.  This one’s for adults, with naughty bits and scary stuff.  You’ve been warned.  It’s also a weird science fiction thriller, so I take no offense if you don’t read it.  It ain’t everyone’s cup of mescal, so to speak.


.   

Gary Martineck Family News

 

 Hello from Arkansas. I guess the really big news from here is that Gary is counting down the weeks to retirement. His last day will be during the week following Labor Day, he's just not made up his mind which day that will be. Once he's retired he'll have all year to concentrate on diabolical brain games for the Clan Reunion, so watch out for next year.

 

We had an absolutely horrible winter weather wise. The lake right in front of our house froze over and stayed that way for a week or more. We were below freezing for over a week and we had several snow storms including a late one that was a complete surprise.

 

Dad was here from the middle of November until the middle of March and he thought, "What's the point?" He might as well have stayed in Northern Wisconsin. Thanksgiving weekend wasn't too bad so the 2 Carl's and Gary played golf. There was no more golf until just before Dad went home.

 

In February we all went to Knoxville to see Scott in the opera "Lucia di Lammermoor". The play takes place in Scotland and Scott wore a kilt and a long flowing wig with his beard. He really looked the part!

 

Later in February we all went down to Hot Springs for the horse races. We were supposed to have gone in January but the weather prevented us from going and the track actually had to close due to ice.

 

In March my sister and her family came down during spring break and then took Dad back home.

 

April was a really big month for us and especially me. First we went to Hot Springs again for the AR Derby. The next weekend I went back to Hot Springs for the state bowling tournament. The weekend after that I went to Lexington, KY for a 3-day horse event. AND the weekend after that Gary and I met our friends from Hot Springs in Louisville, KY for the KY Derby. We would have gotten soaked if Gary hadn't run out the morning of and gotten us all punchos. But we had a lot of fun. Deb and I wore our BIG hats for both derbies.

 

Memorial weekend we drove up to Denver. Gary and Carl went to the Senior PGA one day and played golf another. Amy, Abby and I had a girl's day of shopping, lunch and the pool at the motel.

 

Then I drove out to Ohio to see friends that used to live in Troy and will soon be moving to NY.

 

Dad had a rough winter health wise but I got him patched up and sent him home all in one piece. He's been doing great since he got home. He's debating about coming to the Reunion this year. He'd love it if Uncle Don were to be there, too.

 

I don't know if either Carl or Scott will be at the reunion this year. Carl is still looking for a job and if something pops up suddenly he might not be able to get away. In the meantime, he has been working for a firm in Denver and might not have enough vacation days. Amy has made plans with her sister that weekend so she definitely won't be there.

 

Scott was all set to go to Buffalo and then found out the coffee shop he's been managing will be closing June 21. So now he's also looking for a job and may not be able to get away.

 

But Gary and I will be there with bells on. We're looking forward to seeing everyone. Until then have a great summer.

 

 

Jim Sarra Family News

It has been a busy and exciting year in the Sarra household. Wedding plans occupied most of the second half of 2009, and as anyone who has been through it knows, it can be thrilling and exhausting at the same time! We were blessed with about the best January Buffalo weather one could ask for, so all mom’s worries of a 2010 blizzard were for naught. Instead the East Coast got all the nasty weather this year – sorry!

Jim retired on 12/31/09 and still hasn’t wiped the smile off his face. I, of course, do not smile each morning as I get up to go to work, and I especially was not smiling for the 6 weeks Jim spent in Florida in March and April, except for the 10 days I went down. Mike was down with Jim for 2 weeks, being able to work from the condo. The guys had a great time together! Unfortunately the weather could have been better. As you might expect he’s been playing a lot of golf, but not sure if it’s helping out his game.

Mike is planning a trip to Europe this July with some friends – will be going to 4 or 5 countries and squeeze in as many sites as possible. He plans on being at the reunion, so you can get all the details then, I’m sure he’ll be happy to share his experiences. We’re looking forward to this year’s reunion and seeing everyone 

Dusher Family News

Hello from the Dusher family – and for those of you wondering, it’s pronounced like the word “usher” with a D in front. Don’t worry, it took my mom a few years to get the right pronunciation down. We’ve had a busy and wonderful year, which Jer refers to as doing all of our “growing up” at once. 

In September we made the move from Pittsburgh back to Buffalo. Jer is still with Nike retail, and I started a new position as director of the afterschool program at the JCC.  Jer has also started taking classes at NCCC to continue his pursuit of an accounting degree.  He has successfully juggled work and school to maintain his 4.0 GPA. 

In December we purchased our first house… and in May we finally got the last of the boxes out of sight (not unpacked, just out of sight!) Our wedding was in January, and we were so glad to have beautiful weather on our big day. For our honeymoon, we took a cruise to the Bahamas. This was a first for both of us, and it was an experience we can’t wait to do again!  Since the wedding we each also celebrated our 30th birthdays, which, according to the kids at my work, means we are officially “old.”  Overall, it has been a pretty busy year since last reunion so now we are just happy to be able to relax a little bit and enjoy being home again.
Daisher Family News

. Over the past year, we have made some fun trips and watched our beautiful children grow.  

Dorothy Sarra graduated from Kindergarten, has started competing in gymnastics, ice skates, and plays soccer.  She has really taken off on her skiis this year, giving me her tour of the mountain!  As of right now, dance seems to be her favorite.  She loves the beautiful costumes and performing on stage.  Dorothy remains as shy and sweet as always.

Audrey Lou is a high energy 3 year old!  She enjoys gymnastics, ice skating, dance class, skiing and pre-school.  She skips through life with a huge smile and many grand opinions.  

Eli had an incredible first year with many travels and more love than he could handle at times from his two big sisters.  He has been such a joyful easy going baby, he is easy to love.

Nikki continues to work very part time as an Occupational Therapist for children with special needs in the school district.  Mommy duty the rest of the time.

Miles' job continues to take him all over the world BASE jumping and Skydiving for Red Bull.  The whole family traveled to Florida, stayed in a beautiful house on the bay with friends while Miles worked on a movie and Eli (at 4 months) and I also went to Switzerland with Miles while he was filming there.  Over Thanksgiving the whole Geist Clan went to the Oregon Coast for mom and dad's 50th Wedding Anniversary.  What a family, good times, good times.  Then Miles and I took the kids for some RR time in Hawaii over the new year...aaaw, we love the islands.  Dorothy has informed us that she will be moving to Hawaii when she grows up and would like for us all to move there and be neighbors.  No complaints here :) Miles, Eli and I also traveled to NYC because Miles was on the Today Show!  In May the whole family road tripped in a RV to Utah to film for Good Morning America and Nightline (should be airing soon).  The highlight of this trip was the kids' first time to Chucky Cheese for Eli's 1st Birthday!

All in all an incredible year with many blessings.  Much love to the whole clan from the Daishers.

McCarthy News

Dan, Lori and Mallory McCarthy are looking forward to coming up this August for the family reuion.:)  The only traveling we have done is to Disney--we went in December for Mallory's sixth birthday to Hollywood Studios and to Island of Adventure and Universal Studios. In May of 2010 we went to Epcot for the flower festival and to the Magic kingdom. 
Mallory's graduating kindergarten this June. She's been busy in school with cheerleading and she takes private piano lessons and is in gymnastics.

Mary Jane and Dan are busy planning their sailing trip around the world. Having traveled all over the globe on cruise ships, they’ve decided to try it in a more adventurous way, sailing together. They plan to set sail in January, 2011. 

Nau Family News

It’s been a busy spring, and looking to be a busy summer for the Nau family.  Lisa has graduated with a BA in Art Education from Buffalo State College.  She graduated with Magna Cum Laude honors.  She is now actively looking for a position as a teacher, a bit difficult in the current economic climate.  This spring she worked as a student teacher at two Buffalo suburban schools.  Julia transferred to Erie Community college in January and works at the Delaware Y as a lifeguard and swim instructor.  She is thrilled to be returning to her summer job as a camp counselor at Camp Bristol Hills, where she has either attended or worked for the last 10 years.   This year’s assignment is co-directing the progression camp program.  Both Julia and Lisa are residing in the Buffalo area.

Marjie is quite busy at M and T Bank, dealing with voluminous changed and new banking legislation.  She was very active until January working as chairperson of our Church’s Capital Funds Campaign, putting in so many hours that is was like a part time job.   John and Marjie have tickets to attend this year’s Eric Clapton Crossroads Festival in Chicago, and are really looking forward to the trip.  And they are training for a 50 mile wilderness backpack trip through the Cranberry Lake forest in the Adirondacks this August. 

Besides playing with his own band Carol and The Impalas, John has been performing with a Manhattan based band Left On Red, appearing with them in New York City, Buffalo, Rochester, and Amherst MA.  You can see John in their April blog at youtube.com/leftonredmusic.  Unfortunately, just as he was recovering from his recent shoulder surgery, he was hit by a truck while on his daily bicycle run.  No broken bones, just bruised and sore.  
 

Ken MacKay Family News

We have had the most interesting visitors at our house since early spring.  A pair of mourning doves decided sometime in March to use a flower pot of dirt on our back porch as their nest.  This location is within inches of walking out our back door.  We named the mom and dad Stu and Joyce in memory of Ken’s folks.  Well, all through that early cold spring, Stu would sit on the nest for about 12 hours a day.  Around 5 or 6 in the evening Joyce would take over and have night duty tending the lone egg.  After a couple weeks we noticed a shell on the table which the “nest pot” sits on.  They had successfully hatched a chick we aptly named “lil mac”.  A couple weeks later I was out back checking out new growth in the garden, when lil mac took wing for the first time and flew away.

The nest remained empty for a few days and then, Stu and Joyce were back cleaning up the old nest and re-building a new one in the same flower pot.  Before too long there were TWO eggs in the nest, same deal with day and night duty.  The new chicks we named “Dave and Dot” after my grandparents.  Memorial Day weekend I was again checking out my garden and watched as Dave left the nest first and eventually Dot flew away.

Once again Stu and Joyce fixed up their new home and set about hatching TWO MORE eggs.  So far, I have only caught a glimpse of one chick, but Stuart tells me he saw two.  Any name suggestion?!?!?  My research leads me to believe that as long as the birds don’t feel threatened, they may hatch as many as five or six “clutches” during one season.  They really aren’t terrible house guests.  Until the chicks get bigger, the nest is pretty clean.  Since the chicks don’t leave until that one and only time, there are some droppings.  After the first hatching and leaving the nest I put down some heavy plastic; it’s a simple cleanup the day after the nest is empty.  They even have a big basket of flowers in front of the nest now to provide some sun screening!

And speaking of leaving the nest…Stuart has just moved into an apartment quite close to Canisius College.  He’s working at the College during the summer and looking forward to living in this apartment for his Junior Year.  Emily is just north of Atlanta, Georgia at a small university for a summer-long internship.  She successfully finished her first year of graduate school at Canisius College and is lining her schedule for the fall.  Parker’s home is on Allen Street in Buffalo.  He successfully just finished up his first year of law school at UB.  He’s keeping busy with summer courses at the University.

Ken has a quiet summer and has been doing a lot of golfing.  Did I mention he’s doing a lot of golfing?  Like every day?  I’m working at Buffalo Granite & Marble and loving it!  Did I mention it’s enabling Ken to do a lot of golfing?

Looking forward to seeing everyone in August.

Best wishes and good health to all,

Love,

Kenneth S. MacKay Family

Ralph MacKay Family News

It has been awhile since I send in any news so excuse me if I forget and repeat myself.  First of all I need to catch you all up on Adele.  She has been in the Bethany Skilled Nursing facility since she had a stroke in December 2007.  They take good care of her there.  She is doing well physically but has dementia and is very hard to understand.  I go to visit her as often as my schedule allows- at least a couple times a month (it is close to a three hour drive for me).  But fortunately Bob and Barb are close.  Ed and Phyllis occasionally make trips down to see her but they still live in New Hampshire so it is quite a trip.

Now the update on my kids.  My daughter Heather and her husband  Jeff had three wonderful boys- Brett (13), Lucas (10) and Blake (2).  They are always busy with sports with the two older ones- basketball, wrestling, baseball and football so far. Fortunately they live close to me so I can go along to cheer them on!   My daughter Jenise changed design firms a couple years ago and works for August Interiors still in Philadelphia.  You can check out her and their work at www.auginteriors.com.  She has been running for the last couple years and ran in the Broad Street Run (10 miles) and the half marathon last year.  My youngest Jarrad got married in 2008 and he and his wife Cassie just bought a house in Cranberry Twp north of Pittsburgh and a re expecting a baby in August.  I am going to have a fourth grandson!  He works for PNC and she works with a company that deals in educational software.

I am still in the same job-Victims Resource  Center- I have been there over 22 years now!  It seems I have very little free time because of all my extracurricular activities that include knitting, a great books book club, Business and Professional Women’s Club and volunteering for a crisis response team.  Oh and of course babysitting or attendng sporting events!  My life is full and enjoyable!   As I write this I am in Vermont with my cousin (my mother’s side) and friend, staying at my Aunt Joyce’s  for Open Studio Weekend.

Barb  MacKay said she would write her own update so I will do a short fill in for Ed and Phyllis.  Ed got a promotion last July – he is now the Chancellor of the University of New Hampshire system.  Phyllis retired from her high school guidance teacher position awhile ago.  Holly, their daughter is married to Neil and they have two boys- Liam and Declan.  They live in Arlington Virginia.  Cameron, Ed and Phyllis’s younger daughter works for the University of Connecticut.  Phyllis can still be found traveling to Duke basketball games frequently.   

Christopher Martineck Family News

Last summer (and part of the fall) Lisa built out a new salon with her partner.  She's now located at The Avant.  For those who know downtown Buffalo, it was the old Federal Building.  It is a beautiful new day spa (the building is awesome too.)  So of course after going through all of that, Lisa had a taste of "construction".  This translated into remodeling our house.
 

We're in the midst of a changing up the first floor.  So it's been living out of the basement for close to a month.  We have a new appreciation for anyone who has gone through this.  We could have easily qualified for one of those reality shows on TLC or HGTV.  Needless to say, no golf, and little training for my October marathon.  

 

Natalle just turned four and can't wait to start preschool next Fall.  Chase is a clone of Natalle...although a much different personality.  Couldn't ask for better girls.

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone.  

 

Chris and Lisa Martineck

Russell Family News

2010 has been a good year for the Russell Family.  Baby Shane joined our family on March 12th and it’s been a whirlwind ever since!  Zach is now 2 ½ years old and is a great big brother – we somehow got really lucky because although he has challenges keeping his hands to himself at daycare, he couldn’t be gentler with Shane.  He kisses and hugs him constantly and even likes to help with “tubby time”.  I must admit that running around taking care of 2 boys is the best diet I’ve ever been on!  

Pete is doing great – he’s a wonderful father who is very hands-on.  Pete, Zach, and Grandpa like to play golf outside together and Zach’s pretty close to beating both of them.  He’s also in awe that Grandma and Grandpa are Mickey Mouse’s neighbors in Florida.  

Thankfully Shane is an easy-going baby who loves to smile and giggle throughout the day.  He also has spoiled us because he’s a great sleeper and actually snores louder than Pete and the dogs combined.  I’m quite content being the only “queen” in the household!

I’m still at Gore and Pete is still at Sallie Mae so we have been very grateful for job security through these tough economic times.  Unfortunately we won’t be able to make the reunion this year but look forward to hearing all about it!  

Greg Sutton Family

Our big news this year was Lea leaving active-duty last summer.  She took some well-deserved time off before heading to New York City in the fall to take a broadcast journalism course affiliated with NBC, which led to a job with the NBC Washington DC bureau that she started in March.  She’s putting in long hours, and the commute, well, the commute is your standard DC commute, but she’s enjoying her new life as a civilian.  I’m still at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab, and squeezing in Navy reserve time as my schedule permits.


Despite my love of the cold weather months, summer this year couldn’t have come soon enough!  It’s always with great anticipation I await the year’s first snow, but about 10 inches into the 30 inches we received in December I had had my fill.  I can feel the heads in Buffalo shaking, but when you have 40 yards of driveway and only a shovel, your back feels every inch of snow.  We were fortunately out of town during the second big storm (36 inches) and “mini storm” (12 inches) that followed a few days later, so by the time we had returned our incredible neighbors had snow-blown a vehicle-wide path to our front door.


We spent an epic week skiing Taos, NM, in February with Lea’s parents.  Taos, in addition to being a very manly mountain, is a blast from the past, and hasn’t changed much since Lea’s parents honeymooned there 40 years ago.  


This spring we’ve enjoyed spending time with our new nephew Shane, and our now terrible-twos godson Zach.  Kelly and Pete certainly have their hands full.


After much deliberation, we put our house on the market in May.  Living on the water for the past six years has been wonderful, but our commutes are finally taking their toll, and we’re looking to move closer to the city.  We’re also itching to maybe leave DC and head back to Virginia Beach, so we’ll keep everyone posted …

Jeff Geist Family News

The Geist family in Twin Falls has been busy as usual with work, school activities, choir concerts, gymnastics meets, and soccer year around. Jeff and I have been wanting to put out a small garden this year but the weather has been so cold and rainy that it hasn't happened yet. We hoping by the middle of June we can get a few things planted. 
 

Ashley will be a senior in high school this fall and we are now looking at colleges. It is just an exciting time to see where she decides to go, hopefully not too far away. She has been very active in the high school choir and was chosen again to be a part of the Chambers Singers. Ashley will continue doing gymnastic in her senior year. She joined the school's Honors Society Club. This not only involves maintaining good grades but will involve doing community service her senior year.

 

Ryan is doing soccer and more soccer. He will be a junior this year. He plays high school soccer, club soccer, and has joined the state's Olympic Development Program for soccer. This involves alot of travel but it sure is fun for the whole family to watch him play. He got accepted to the ODP Regional soccer's camp this summer. Ryan will get to play soccer with players from five other western states at the regional camp. He still golfs a little but has also started to play tennis this summer.

 

All the Geist's get together here in Idaho for family birthdays and holidays. We feel  so lucky to have family close bye. Take care.

 

Jeff, Janice, Ashley, and Ryan

Jerry MacKay Family News

It's definitely been a life-changing year. On November 1st, 2009, our first daughter was born. Penelope Foley MacKay weighed 6 lbs 9 ozs and was 19 inches long. She is now seven months old, and is doing great! Mom is also doing very well, and definitely enjoying being a mom.
We're still living in Buffalo, and spent quite a lot of the last year renovating our house in preparation for the new arrival. I put in a nursery on the second floor, and also put in new flooring on the second floor. We are now redoing our front flower bed. This may not seem as exciting as our past courier posts (MacKay's travel to Africa to shoot a documentary! MacKay's release their first feature film!!!), but I guess that's what happens when you become parents. But we're definitely enjoying every minute of it.

As for films, I recently purchased a new camera and have been shooting short films. You can find them at my website, jerrymackay.com, and they include a film about Penelope's trip to the zoo and a music video featuring my sister Liz. More films are on the way...stay tuned!

Dave Lawrence Family News

We’re both doing well, still running to stay in shape and traveling whenever we can.  Dave achieved his goal of a sub 4 hour marathon last November when we traveled to Florida.  Thanks to our gracious hosts, Dan & Mary Jane McCarthy; we had a great time while there.  We got to meet Steve and Megan’s daughter Evelyn and even spent time with Danny and Lori as they came to Disney to celebrate Mallory’s birthday.  We had a real nice dinner with the McCarthy Family at an Irish restaurant in Orlando.  

We returned to Florida two more times this year.  January was our annual trip to run the Disney Half Marathon.  Just to make us feel at home, we ran in sleet and a wind chill of 23F.  Not what you expect in FL, but we had fun anyway.  We returned at the end of April to ideal weather and spent a relaxing week at Disney.  One of the highlights of this trip was attending the Gospel Brunch at the House of Blues with the McCarthy’s.  Megan who works there occasionally was able to get tickets for us.

Our downstairs bathroom is gutted as I’m writing this.  It is our Spring project, which should be finished in a week or so.  Looking forward to a fun Summer and to seeing everyone at the Reunion.

Dave & Eileen Lawrence

Clark Family News

I spent a couple of months in Florida this winter with my sister and brother-in-law, Mary Jane and Dan McCarthy.

This visit was special, as they took me on a 7-day cruise to the Caribbean.  Dan upgraded the accommodations to a suite with a veranda.  Wow- so this is how the other half lives?

Some of the islands they stopped at were St. Thomas, Puerto Rico, Holland America’s private island.  On the island of Grand Turk I thought I died and went to heaven.  There wasn’t much on the island, but it’s what was on it that was important.  Yes, it was a Jimmy Buffet bar/restaurant, complete with swimming pool.  This parrothead was in her glory!

At the end of the trip Dan surprised me with a dvd of the trip so I could share it with my family back home.  

Where are we going next?

Ballacchino Family News

Kevin went to Vegas for his 50th it was boys only.  That's okay in ten years when I turn 50 I'm going to Vegas with just the girls.  He played poker at the Golden Nugget with George Costanza (Jason Alexander).  That's okay I bowl with Jerry Seinfeld on Thursdays. Sean is still looking for work in his field.  He graduated with a degree in Music Business so if anyone knows P. Diddy please give Sean a call.  He is keeping busy working two jobs in the mean time.  Brenden is still going to U.B. for finance. He lives with Grandma Ginny sometimes because she is closer to his school.  He's so lucky he gets to hear how she bets one line at the Casino on Fridays. He's working two jobs too. Brittany has gone to Florida the Bahamas and next week she's going to Vegas.  Poor baby doesn't get out much so I'm taking her to lunch in Tonawanda when she gets back. She is working 3 jobs and still going to school, fourth year of 12th grade we are so proud (kidding Britt). So far she's the job leader. Chelsea is only working two jobs (slacker).  She went to Florida with Brittany and now she' going to Vegas with Brittany next week. She doesn't really like to talk to the press so that's all I'm going to say about her (ha). Taylor went to Arizona this winter.  Does anyone notice a theme here? Everyone but the Mom with 9 kids goes somewhere. She works in a daycare (hey I work in a daycare but I don't get paid.) All the 4 year old boys have a crush on Taylor. Carisa graduates this year. She has a 4.0 grade average. Not really but it makes for good print. She is going to Florida with her friends after she graduates. She only works one job  (PART-TIME MIND YOU) ha. She wants to go to Buff.State. for teaching. Cameron went to Florida with Kevin last month and went deep sea fishing. When you see him call him the big Tuna because he caught a few Tunas over 35 pounds each. He takes guitar lessons, he's so good that Eddie VanHalen has signed up for lessons.  Madison went to Florida with her best friends family.  She was on the track team and did really well her coach was someone named Bruce Jenner.   I'm telling you guys you can't make this stuff up my kids travel more than stand-up comedians. Last week I caught my dog Sterling on Priceline.com. Bryce will be starting Kindergarten in the fall. He doesn't have any travel plans that I know of. Me I'm still keeping busy running BP oil, always open for suggestions..... Well see you all in August.....  
 

Kelly Watts News

I'm engaged!  My boyfriend of a year and a half surprised me on my birthday by getting down on one knee and proposing.  He is Kip Kelly, originally of Oak Ridge, TN...and no, I will not be taking his name.  We'll set a date after the shock wears off.
 

Geist Family News

Harry and Dorothy, along with the rest of the Geist Clan have been spending the last several months training for their upcoming attempt to set a Guiness Book of Record for a group BASE jump. Miles has directed the training and is encouraged by the progress all have made. The entire Geist family is going to jump together off of the Perrine Bridge in Twin Falls, Idaho. It is the only spot in the USA where a BASE jump is legal. Right now the jump is planned for Monday, September 6th – Labor Day, and will be featured on ESPN and the Today show. Check out Miles Facebook page for further details as the event gets closer.

Cindy Chase News

I have been waiting all of my life to go to Arizona.  It was just one of those things I knew I always wanted to do.  This May I got the chance to do that.  Let me tell you it was worth the wait.

Knowing how much I love the southwest, my friend Debbie from work asked if I would like to join her when she traveled this May to see her sister and brother-in-law.  I couldn’t say yes fast enough!!! We managed 5 different locations in 5 days.  Her sister runs an animal rescue out of her house in Phoenix.  Of course we are both animal lovers so we had to stop and see the dogs that were there.

Our first tourist stop was the Botanical Gardens.  It was really interesting to see saguaro cactus that were at least 25 feet high.  It takes them about 75 years to produce an arm on those cacti! – At the Botanical Gardens there were three huge shiny plants unlike anything I had ever seen.  After reading the description, I found out they were glass exhibits from Dale Chihuly the famous glass maker.  As you may recall, he had an exhibit here at the Albright Knox Art Gallery not too long ago and he also was the person who designed the Chandelier at the Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas.  I guess I still had a lot to learn about the local flora and fauna!!

While in Phoenix her sister and brother-in-law treated us to dinner at an authentic Mexican Restaurant.  No chain restaurant for us!! – It was called Poncho’s and not only was the food to die for, it was interesting to note the sign on the wall that had a gun on it with a slash through it.  Yes, no guns allowed at that restaurant.  In Arizona, unless posted, guns are allowed in bars and restaurants.  It was my first taste of the old west.

We managed to hit Sedona to see the red rocks in all their grandeur.  To actually hike a few of the trails and experience what others have long known as energy vortexes there.  Subtle forms of energy emanating from the rocks that just makes you feel wonderful.  There was the Chapel of the Holy Cross on the list of must see stops.  This little Catholic church is nestled in the red rocks of Sedona and the architect who built it was a student of Frank Lloyd Wright.  Her name was Marguerite Brunswig Staude.  Such a wonderful and uplifting stop.

Staying overnight in Flagstaff, we did make a visit to the Lowell Observatory.  This is where Pluto was discovered.  Flagstaff is very conscious of it’s dark skies and prefers to keep them free of light pollution.  They view their city as the first international “dark sky city”.  We noticed the difference in temperature from Phoenix to Flagstaff as you are climbing 7,000 feet in elevation.  Flagstaff had more snow than Buffalo last year.  Hard to believe you were still in Arizona.  It felt like Colorado.

One of the days we ventured to the Grand Canyon.  Never having been, it is quite awe inspiring.  We stayed until sunset to get the full effect of the light on the landscape.  Striking up a conversation with a famous photographer who often submits pictures from National Geographic was interesting.  He was staked out so far on a rock to get the perfect picture I was afraid for him!  

An hour from the Canyon was Williams, Arizona.  We stayed there overnight.  The next day we made a quick drive down Route 66.  We stopped at the Cowboy Gift Shop and chatted with the owner, as he has been there for almost 70 years.  Talking to him was taking a trip back in time.  He would tell us about the movie stars gone by and how they would stop for ice cream at the store he used to own next door.  He also sold a book in his store written by Route 66 expert Michael Wallis.  Michael Wallis was the voice of the sheriff in the movie “Cars”.

Our last visit was Alice Cooper’s restaurant called “Cooperstown”.  It is located in Phoenix, right across from the Arizona Diamondbacks professional baseball stadium.  Even the waitstaff and counterstaff have Alice’s signature black makeup on their eyes.  

A perfect end to our wonderful vacation.  .All-in-all a most wonderful experience.
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